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We love God and each other and follow the example of St Teresa.
We enjoy learning together and doing our best in a happy, healthy and welcoming community.
We learn to be responsible and caring citizens.
“Let us do little things well today”.
St Teresa
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Policy Statement
As a Catholic school, we value the dignity of every person and encourage pupils to build positive relationships through face-to-face communication, respect and kindness.

St Teresa's Catholic Primary School operates a phone-free school day. Pupils must not access or use mobile phones or similar smart devices anywhere on the school site or whilst participating in school activities under the school's supervision.
Purpose
Promote high standards of behaviour and learning
Minimise distractions and maximise learning time
Safeguard pupils and staff
Support positive social interaction
Definitions
'Mobile phone' includes smartphones, mobile phones, devices with SIM capability and smartwatches or wearable devices capable of calls, messaging, internet access, photography, audio or video recording.
Bringing a Phone to School

Only where absolutely necessary (e.g. independent travel or bus travel) or agreed by the Headteacher should mobile phone be brought to school by pupils.

If a mobile phone is brought to school phones:

Must be switched off before entering the school site
Must remain out of sight in a school bag, never in a hand or pocket
Are handed to the class teacher on arrival where they will be stored securely
During the School Day
The school operates a phone-free school day for pupils.  Personal pupil phones will not be accessible during lessons, breaktimes, lunchtimes, clubs or school activities.  
Leaving School
Phones can be collected by pupils after dismissal whereby they must be placed straight into the school bag.  Mobile phones must remain switched off and out of sight until the pupil has completely left the school site.
Educational Visits and Events
The same expectations apply on trips, residentials and school events.  Where required for travel, phones are collected and securely stored by staff.  Mobile phones are not permitted at school discos unless specifically authorised by the Headteacher.
Medical Exceptions
Alternative arrangements may be agreed for pupils who require a device for medical or accessibility reasons. These will be documented within an individual healthcare or support plan.
Searching, Screening and Confiscation
If a pupil breaches this policy, staff may confiscate the mobile phone in accordance with the school's Behaviour, Relationships and Character Policy and the Department for Education's guidance on searching, screening and confiscation. Where there are safeguarding concerns or reasonable grounds to do so, the school reserves the right to examine the device in line with statutory guidance and the school's safeguarding procedures.
Communication
[bookmark: _GoBack]Parents should contact the school office if they need to speak with their child
Pupils needing to contact home must do so through a member of staff
Responsibility for Property
Whilst reasonable care will be taken to store devices securely, mobile phones are brought to school at the owner's risk. The school cannot accept responsibility for loss, theft or damage.
Related Policies
Behaviour, Relationships and Character Policy
Safeguarding and Child Protection Policy
Online Safety Policy
Acceptable Use Agreement
Searching, Screening and Confiscation Policy
Review
This policy will be reviewed annually or sooner if Department for Education guidance changes.
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