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1st Half Autumn Term 2026 - Friday 25th September 2026 .

September 2026:
Return on: Thurs 31 Sept

Tues Istis a non-pupil day
Weds 2 is a non-pupil day

October Half Term 2026:
Break up: Fri 231 October
Return on: Mon 224 November

Christmas Holidays 2026-27
Break up: Fri 18th December at 2.30pm
Return on: Tues 5t January
Monday 4t Jan is a non-pupil day
February Half Term 2027:

Break up: Fri 12t February
Return on: Mon 22nd February

Easter Holidays 2027:
Break up: Thu 25t March at 2.30pm
Return on: Mon 12t April

Friday 30" April is a non-pupil day
Monday 3 May is a Bank Holiday

May Half Term 2027:
Break up: Thurs 27t May
Return on: Mon 7t June

Fri 28" May is a non-pupil day

Summer Holidays 2027:
Break up: Weds 21st July at 2.30 pm

WRAP-AROUND

Please note that after-school

wrap-around care will not be

available on the last day of
term:18th December, 25t March
or 215t July. In addition, wrap-
around is not available after the

Panto trip 4t Dec.

Forthcoming Events:

1t October - Feast Day of St
Thérese of Lisieux

20t and 22" October- Parents’
Evenings

4th December Whole school trip to
the Panto

Dear Parents, Carers and Friends,

We began the week thinking about measuring. | shared with the children that measuring was
always one of my favourite parts of maths, before producing a bag filled with different
measuring tools. We thought about all the things we can measure - but then considered a much
more difficult question: how do we measure love, kindness or generosity? Through Jesus’
parable of the workers in the vineyard, we discovered that God’s generous love cannot be
measured. It is given freely and abundantly. Inspired by St Teresa, we reflected on how we can
show that same generosity through the small acts of love and kindness we offer to others each
day.

It has also been an exciting week for sport. Selected pupils from years 5 and 6 took part in our
first sporting event of the year: New Age Kurling. They represented our school wonderfully.
Thank you to Mr Nichols, one of our parent governors, for giving his time to accompany and
support the children alongside school staff.

Following last week’s elections, it was my pleasure on Thursday to present badges to our newly
elected School Council members, Eco Representatives and Liturgy Leaders. We also presented
some of our first prefect badges to Year 6. Wearing any one of these badges is both a privilege
and a responsibility and | know that the elected children will make an important contribution to
the life of our school.

We ended the week with a wonderful day of generosity. Children came to school dressed in red,
white and blue - the colours of the Nepalese flag - and donated coins for the Red Cross and its
work supporting those affected by the recent disaster in Nepal. In standing alongside people
they may never meet, our children put Catholic Social Teaching into action, particularly the
principle of solidarity. Year 5 also hosted our annual Macmillan Coffee Morning. They did an
absolutely fantastic job of baking - and perhaps undertaking a little “fake baking” - as well as
welcoming families and helping everyone to enjoy a cake in our school hall. Thank you to
everyone who donated cakes, gave their time or came along to show support for the vital work
of Macmillan Cancer Support. Thank you to Mrs Herron for going above and beyond to organise
such a great event.

Several vehicles have been seen stopping on the yellow zigzag markings outside school this
week. Please do not stop, park or drop off passengers on these markings, even for a few
seconds. During the signed restriction times, stopping there is prohibited and may result in a
fine. The markings are there to keep sightlines clear so that our children can cross the road
safely. Every member of our school community has a part to play in keeping children safe, so
please park legally and considerately away from the school entrance.

It is essential that staff know who will be collecting each child at the end of the day. Please
ensure that all changes to collection arrangements are communicated through the school office
rather than passed verbally to a teacher in the morning. The adult teaching your child at the
end of the day may be different and although our teachers perform minor miracles every day,
they cannot be expected to hold every family’s changing arrangement in their heads! Please
also give the office as much notice as possible. An email received at 3.10pm cannot be
guaranteed to have been read and passed to the correct member of staff by 3.15pm. If an
unavoidable change is made late in the day, please telephone the office rather than relying on
an email.

| will be away from school next week as | join a Rosary Trust pilgrimage. This is something | am
very much looking forward to and | hope to share some of the experience with the children
when | return. The school will, of course, remain in the very capable hands of our senior
leadership team and the office will direct any queries to the appropriate senior leader.

Thursday 1st October is the Feast Day of St Thérese of Lisieux, our school’s patron saint and it
will be an especially joyful day at St Teresa’s. The children will have an opportunity to attend
the parish Mass in the morning, and each class will celebrate the feast in its own special way. |
am also delighted to confirm that, even under the new school food standards, cake is permitted
as part of a religious celebration - so there will be cake for everyone!

Wishing you all a peaceful and restful weekend. God bless, Mrs Maguire
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We are delighted to announce that one of our amazing year 6 pupils - Eva - has been cast in Billy Elliot the Musical showing at
the Adelphi Theatre in London. Eva has been working very hard attending daily rehearsals and we know she will do brilliantly.
Do join us in wishing her the very best of luck!
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Speech and Language
Pre-school Drop-in Clinic Bo | I LES
AUTUMN TERM DATES
o for the Bottle Stall
at our Church Christmas Bazaar.

e e Saturday 28th November 2026

Sarechurch Famiy Mub. Monkwick, Colchester CO2 BNN

Please see details below for drop-in schedule this term
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1% and 3™ Wednesday of the month gxcluding 2™ December
12 30pm -3 00pm ] s An bott'es , :
Greerstnad Community Cantre, Colchester CO4 30E — it e
= 8.4° Thursday of he mooth axcing 12° Qctabse 24 Decamtr Please leave bottles at the
Sycdney House Family Mub, Clackon CO6 TPA back Of the church.
1 Friday of the month gxciuding 1" January R
10 00 — 1 D0pm ’
Haranch Delvery Site, Mmyflower Primary School. Harwich, CO2 4AJ '
2nd and 4th Wednesday of the month gxcluding 14" Oclobar
2 00arm ~ 11 00am
Telephone dropar call 01206 742 965 t 01206 742 960
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Attendance Data

94% and below 94 - 97% 97% and above
ST M Last week year % This week %
‘ & Reception 96.7 96.4
: SCHOOI. Year 1 . 94,7
- Attendance | Year 2 97.2
‘ ‘ Year 3 - -
Year 4 96.1 96.4
Year 5 -
Year 6 95.9
Whole School total: 93.6 96.1
Menus
Lunch Menu

to all of our
certificate

winners this

week.

Well done!

Next week is Week 2

Wrapround Menu
Next week is Week 2

Nursery Snack Menu
Next week is Week 2

Please visit the school website to view the
menus:
https://www.st-
teresas.essex.sch.uk/page/?title=Menus&pid=72

Breakfast Club School Meals After School Club - 3.15 - 6.00pm
Early Bird Breakfast club starts at The dinner menus are Places for the after-school club
7.30am with food served until available on the school must be booked via your child’s
8.30am. website and via ParentPay account (or by
) Seesaw contacting the office for nursery
Universal Free Breakfast Club opens children).
at 8:15am with chilldren escorted to The cost is £10 per child per session
class up till 8.45am YR - Y6

Breakfnst clich
A >

B,

- AT

£18.00 per nursery child per full
session and £9.00 per nursery child
per half session

Remember to check
Seesaw and the website

for useful information,
letters and dates!

4 We are occasionally asked to promote activities/clubs etc. )
from local groups. Such activities are not quality assured
by the school and parents should be aware of the need to
reassure themselves of the quality and safety of the
services on offer, for example by visiting, looking at

\ inspection reports etc. /
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St Teresa’s Catholic Primary School

“Let us do little things well today”

RECEPTION OPEN DAY

Saturday 10th October 2026
10.00am - 1.00pm

No need to book

Come along and explore our beautiful school
We welcome children of all faiths and beliefs

@ www.st-teresas.essex.sch.uk

office@st-teresas.essex.sch.uk

Q 01206 508445

St Benedict’s Catholic College - Year 7 Admission for September 2027
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If your child is currently in Year 6 and you are considering St Benedict’s Catholic
College as one of your choices on your secondary school application for September
2027, please be aware that you will also need to complete the college’s Supplementary
Information Form (SIF).

The completed form must be returned to the college by 31 October 2026, together with
a copy of your child’s Baptism Certificate or other appropriate evidence of Catholicity or
Christianity.

The Supplementary Information Forms are available on our website via the following
link:- https://www.stbenedicts.essex.sch.uk/welcome/admissions/supplementary-

information-forms/




Free School Meal Entitlement

If you have received a letter from us about Free School Meals, please don’t be alarmed!

We are proactively contacting families who may benefit following the recent changes to
eligibility. The letter is entirely confidential and is simply intended to ensure that no family
misses out on support to which they may be entitled.

If you think you may be eligible for free school meals, you can apply via this link:
https://www.gov.uk/apply-free-school-meals

New spaces now open!

Choose your
instrument today.
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Saturday 10" October

Toarns of up
to 8 paople

£5 per person on the door
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