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1st Half Autumn Term 2026 – Friday 18th September 2026 

 
 
 
 

TERM DATES 2026 – 2027 
 

September 2026: 
Return on: Thurs 3rd Sept 
Tues 1st is a non-pupil day 
Weds 2nd is a non-pupil day 
 

October Half Term 2026: 
Break up: Fri 23rd October 

Return on:  Mon 2nd November 
 

Christmas Holidays 2026-27 
Break up: Fri 18th December at 2.30pm 

Return on:  Tues 5th January 
Monday 4th Jan is a non-pupil day 
 

February Half Term 2027: 

Break up: Fri 12th February 
Return on:  Mon 22nd February 
 

Easter Holidays 2027: 

Break up: Thu 25th March at 2.30pm 
Return on:  Mon 12th April 
 

Friday 30th April is a non-pupil day 
Monday 3rd May is a Bank Holiday 
 

May Half Term 2027: 
Break up: Thurs 27th May 
Return on:  Mon 7th June 
 

Fri 28th May is a non-pupil day 
 

Summer Holidays 2027: 
Break up:  Weds 21st July at 2.30 pm 

 
WRAP-AROUND 

Please note that after-school 
wrap-around care will not be 
available on the last day of 

term:18th December, 25th March 
or 21st July.  In addition, wrap-
around is not available after the 

Panto trip 4th Dec. 
  
 

Forthcoming Events: 
 

25th September – Red, white and 
blue non-uniform day for Nepal 

 
20th and 22nd October- Parents’ 

Evenings 
 

4th December Whole school trip to 
the Panto 

 

 
 
 

 

 

Dear Parents, Carers and Friends, 

We began the week by thinking about forgiveness and wondering: how many times should we forgive? 
Peter, one of Jesus’ disciples, asked the same question. Through the parable of the unforgiving servant, 
Jesus taught us that forgiveness is not about keeping count; he asks us to forgive willingly and to choose 
peace, even when saying sorry or forgiving someone feels difficult. We thought about how every small act 
of forgiveness helps peace to grow in our school, our homes and our friendships. 

It has been another full and happy week and it has been wonderful to welcome parents and carers into 
school on several occasions. 

Thank you to everyone who was able to join us for our ‘Meet the Teacher’ sessions on Wednesday. I hope 
you found them informative, helpful and reassuring. On Thursday, Reception and Year 1 parents joined us 
for our phonics information evening. Secure phonics knowledge helps children to decode unfamiliar words 
and with regular practice, this develops into accurate, fluent reading and with partnership, positivity and 
encouragement, we hope a lifelong love of reading. Working together and using the same approaches at 

home and at school makes such a difference. 

Finally, we ended the week by gathering together for our start-of-the-school-year Mass. Thank you to 
Father Matthias for leading our celebration and to everyone who joined us as we prayed for God’s blessing 

upon our school community and the year ahead. 

In curriculum news, we were delighted to welcome Ignition Arts back to school this week. They will be 
working with Year 6 throughout the term using drama as a powerful tool for developing confidence, 
communication, creativity and collaboration; we look forward to seeing where the children’s work takes 

them. 

Year 4 also began their brass orchestra lessons. The first lesson is always challenging as the children learn 
how to hold their instruments and begin producing their first notes! However, it is wonderful to see the 

remarkable progress they make as the year unfolds and to hear them gradually grow into an orchestra. 

Our peripatetic music teachers from Essex Music Service also returned this week, and Rosie, our therapy 

dog, was back in school too. 

Pupils across the school also took part in elections for our school groups and pupil leadership roles today. 
This is British values in action: learning about democracy, making informed choices and ensuring that 
children have a voice in the life of their school. I look forward to announcing the results and seeing our new 
groups begin their work and leadership plans. 

Our Governing Body met for the first time this academic year. Governors play a vital strategic role in the 
life of our school helping to set its direction, offering constructive challenge and supporting its continued 
development. They give their time and expertise voluntarily, and we are extremely grateful for their 
service. We are delighted to welcome two new Foundation Governors to the team and to introduce Mrs 
Gemma Humphries as our new Chair of Governors. 

Attached to this newsletter, you will find details of our School Fund. This provides families with an 
opportunity to support the school through a regular, entirely voluntary contribution of £2 per month. 

Money raised this year will help to support essential premises refurbishment and improvement. Many 
families will be aware of the burst pipes we experienced last academic year. Temporary repairs were 
completed at a cost of approximately £6,000, but we must now plan for a full replacement project to 

provide a reliable, long-term solution and reduce the risk of future disruption or school closure. 

The likely cost of this work is approximately £40,000. We intend to bid for a Condition Improvement Fund 
grant however, even if our application is successful, the school will need to fund at least 10% of the 
project. If a contribution of £2 per month is possible for your family, it would make a meaningful 
difference. All contributions are, of course, entirely voluntary and gratefully received. 

As mentioned in last week’s newsletter, we are moving from ParentPay to Arbor Pay this term.  We are now 
in the final stages of testing the system and preparing clear instructions for parents. Reception will be the 
first year group to move across; we thank Reception families for their patience while payment access has 
not yet been available. 

Details of our extracurricular clubs were published today and we look forward to clubs beginning next 
week. All school-based clubs finish promptly at 4.00pm (with the exception of Singing Club which finishes 
at 4.15pm) and we ask that children are collected on time. Please note that school-based clubs will not run 
during the week beginning 19 October because of parents’ evenings, or during the final week of term 
beginning 14 December. 

God bless, 

Mrs Maguire 
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Attendance Data 
 

94% and below  94 – 97% 97% and above 
 

 Last week year % This week % 

Reception 97.4 96.7 

Year 1 90.7 91.8 

Year 2 98.7 98.3 

Year 3 97.4 97.4 

Year 4 97.8 96.1 

Year 5 98 97.7 

Year 6 94.1 95.9 
 
 

  

Whole School total: 93.6 93.6 
 

 
 

 

After School Club - 3.15 – 6.00pm 
 

Places for the after-school club 
must be booked via your child’s 

ParentPay account (or by 
contacting the office for nursery 

children).  
The cost is £10 per child per session 

YR – Y6 
£18.00 per nursery child per full 

session and £9.00 per nursery child 
per half session 

 

School Meals 
 

The dinner menus are 
available on the school 

website and via 
Seesaw 

Breakfast Club 
 

Early Bird Breakfast club starts at 
7.30am with food served until  

8.30am.   
 

Universal Free Breakfast Club opens 
at 8:15am with children escorted to 

class up till 8.45am 
 
 

Menus 
 

Lunch Menu 
Next week is Week 1 

 

Wrapround Menu 
Next week is Week 1 

 

Nursery Snack Menu 
Next week is Week 1 

 

Please visit the school website to view the 
menus:   

https://www.st-
teresas.essex.sch.uk/page/?title=Menus&pid=72 

 

Remember to check 
Seesaw and the website 
for useful information, 

letters and dates! 

We are occasionally asked to promote activities/clubs etc. 
from local groups.  Such activities are not quality assured 
by the school and parents should be aware of the need to 

reassure themselves of the quality and safety of the services 
on offer, for example by visiting, looking at inspection 

reports etc. 

 

https://www.st-teresas.essex.sch.uk/page/?title=Menus&pid=72
https://www.st-teresas.essex.sch.uk/page/?title=Menus&pid=72


 

 



 

 
 

 
 

Free School Meal Entitlement 
 
If you have received a letter from us about Free School Meals, please don’t be alarmed! 
 
We are proactively contacting families who may benefit following the recent changes to 
eligibility. The letter is entirely confidential and is simply intended to ensure that no family 
misses out on support to which they may be entitled. 
 
If you think you may be eligible for free school meals, you can apply via this link:  
https://www.gov.uk/apply-free-school-meals  
 

https://www.gov.uk/apply-free-school-meals


 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


