
 

   

    

Dear Parents, Carers and Friends, 

Welcome back! It has been lovely to see everyone again as we began the academic year 
together. The children have returned looking incredibly smart, healthy and refreshed—and so 

many of them seem to have grown several inches over the summer! I hope that you all 
enjoyed the glorious weather and had a wonderful summer together. 

We began our new school year, as always, by gathering together for worship. We reminded 
ourselves of St Teresa and her “Little Way”—doing small things with great love. I set the 

children a secret mission: to choose one small thing that they could go out of their way to do 
for somebody else in school. The important part was that it had to remain secret. They were 
not doing it to earn a team point, receive a reward or have somebody notice them; they were 
simply doing it because it was the right thing to do. I hope that some of these secret acts of 

love and kindness might find their way home too! 

As we begin a new year, our thoughts have been with last year’s, Year 6 children as they start 
at their new secondary schools. We are incredibly proud of them and continue to keep them 

in our thoughts and prayers as they take this exciting next step. 

A warm welcome: We are delighted to welcome all our new children and families, as well as 
a number of new members of staff to the St Teresa’s community, our Reception and Nursery 
children and families have enjoyed a mixture of Stay and Play sessions this week, before the 
children begin more fully next week. We look forward to sharing much more about their first 

days in next week’s newsletter. 

A particularly warm welcome must go to our new staff but in particular our new school office 
team Miss Massey, our Senior Administrator, and Mrs Power, our Front of House 

Administrator.  Of all the roles in school, joining the office team at the very beginning of 
September must be one of the most challenging - there is an enormous amount to learn while 
school life begins at full speed around you! They have made a wonderful start, so please do 

say hello when you see them. 

Exciting developments in OPAL Play: A great deal of work has taken place over the summer 
to develop our OPAL Play provision, including the addition of our wonderful new sandpit and 
water wall. The first two classes have already had an opportunity to explore the sandpit and 

it has been fantastic to see the children have fun.  More classes will be introduced to the new 
resources as we move through the coming weeks. Many hands helped the sandpit come into 

fruition but a special thank you must go to a local building firm, Vaughn and Blythe 
construction who dug the pit with no costs- their generosity of expertise, labour and time was 

AMAZING! 

Allergy awareness: You may have heard about the introduction of new national allergy-safety 
guidance for schools. In response, we have reviewed and strengthened our procedures.  St 
Teresa’s is now described as an allergy-aware—and therefore nut-aware—school, rather 
than a “nut-free” school. This does not mean that we are relaxing our approach to nuts. 
Instead, it recognises that nuts are only one of many allergens that can cause a serious 
reaction and that no school can guarantee a completely allergen-free environment.  All 

members of staff have completed allergy-awareness and emergency-response training. We 
also now hold spare adrenaline auto-injectors on site for emergency use and will undertake 

termly anaphylaxis drills as part of our safeguarding procedures. 

You can support us by: not including nuts or products containing nuts in packed 
lunches/snacks; reminding children that food must never be shared or swapped; and making 

sure that school has up-to-date information about any diagnosed or suspected allergy. 

Meet the Teacher – Wednesday 16 September: Our Meet the Teacher sessions will take 
place after school on Wednesday 16th September. The individual times are still being 
finalised and will be shared shortly, but please add the date to your diary now.  These 

sessions are a valuable opportunity to meet your child’s teacher in their new classroom and 
hear about routines, expectations, learning and any changes for the year ahead. We strongly 

encourage every family to attend if possible. 

It really is wonderful to be back- have a great weekend, God Bless, Mrs Maguire! 
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TERM DATES 2026 – 2027 
 

September 2026: 
Return on: Thurs 3rd Sept 
Tues 1st is a non-pupil day 
Weds 2nd is a non-pupil day 
 

October Half Term 2026: 
Break up: Fri 23rd October 

Return on:  Mon 2nd November 
 

Christmas Holidays 2026-27 
Break up: Fri 18th December at 2.30pm 

Return on:  Tues 5th January 
Monday 4th Jan is a non-pupil day 
 

February Half Term 2027: 

Break up: Fri 12th February 
Return on:  Mon 22nd February 
 

Easter Holidays 2027: 

Break up: Thu 25th March at 2.30pm 
Return on:  Mon 12th April 
 

Friday 30th April is a non-pupil day 
Monday 3rd May is a Bank Holiday 
 

May Half Term 2027: 
Break up: Thurs 27th May 
Return on:  Mon 7th June 
 

Fri 28th May is a non-pupil day 
 

Summer Holidays 2027: 
Break up:  Weds 21st July at 2.30 pm 

 
WRAP-AROUND 

Please note that after-school 
wrap-around care will not be 
available on the last day of 

term:18th December, 25th March 
or 21st July.  In addition, wrap-
around is not available after the 

Panto trip 4th Dec. 
  
 

Forthcoming Events: 
 

16th September Meet the Teacher 
Y1-6 

 
18th September 10:45 - Start of 

Term Mass- all families welcome 
 

20th and 22nd October- Parents’ 
Evenings 

 
4th December Whole school trip to 

the Panto 
 

 
 

 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjCuuaJqvjaAhVENhQKHf2fCuQQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://www.dioceseofbrentwood.net/diocese/diocesan-coat-of-arms/&psig=AOvVaw3TVlfuLeGo21_-oahaIyTu&ust=1525944954183827


 
 
  

Reminders 
 

Thank you for helping us make a happy, safe and organised start to the new school year.  Please take a moment to 
check these important reminders: 
 
Arrival and Registers 
Our school gates open from 8:35am and registers are taken promptly at 8:45am.  Arrival after 8:45am is considered 
'late' and pupils must be brought to the school office to sign in.  Our collection time is 3:15pm.  If a child is not 
collected on time, they will be taken to wrap-around which may be charged. 
 
Please be reminded Y3- 6 pupils walk around to their classrooms in the mornings independently.  Please say your 
good-byes on the front playground.  Equally at the end of the day Y3 – 6 are brought by their teacher onto the front 
playground.  Please don’t take your child without acknowledgement from the Class Teacher. 
 
Attendance 
Regular attendance makes a difference, not only to a child’s learning, but also to their friendships, confidence and 
sense of belonging.  
 
Absence Line  
If your child is absent from school due to illness please remember to let us know by leaving a message on the absence 
line 01206 508445.  Please state your child's name, class and what the problem is.  We require this information to 
categorise the absence accurately.  If a child has experienced diarrhoea or vomiting, then they should not return to 
school until 48 hours after the last episode. 
   
Uniform reminders 
The children have returned looking wonderfully smart in their school uniforms. To help us maintain these high 
standards, please remember: 

• PE kit is not general sportswear- a plain coloured team t-shirt, plain navy tracksuit top/bottoms/shorts and 
sport trainers (not fashion/wedged heel/converse) 

• nail varnish should not be worn; 

• the only permitted jewellery is one pair of plain stud earrings; 

• long hair should be tied back; and 

• every item of uniform should be clearly named. 
 
Bikes, scooters and our front playground 
Please remind children that they must dismount from bikes and scooters before entering the front playground and 
walk them through the school grounds. At the end of the day, bikes and scooters should again be walked until 
children have passed through the school gate.  Our entrance pathway is narrow and extremely busy at the beginning 
and end of the day. There are also staff vehicles parked in the front car park, so please ensure that children do not 
play or run around the parked cars whilst waiting before or after school. 
 
Universal Free Breakfast Club 
Our Universal Free Breakfast Club is open to all children from Reception upwards. It takes place in the church hall 
from 8.15am every morning and is completely free to attend.  Children must be registered before they can use the 
club, so please contact the school office if you would like your child to attend. 
 
Seesaw 
Your child should have received their Seesaw code- if you have any issues with Seesaw please come and see Miss 
Hilton or Mrs Herron. 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

Remember to check 
Seesaw and the website 
for useful information, 

letters and dates! 

Attendance Data 
 

94% and below  94 – 97% 97% and above 
 

 Last academic year % This week % 

Reception 97.5 n/a 

Year 1 98.7 98.3 

Year 2 95.9 96.5 

Year 3 96.6 96.7 

Year 4 96.9 95.4 

Year 5 94.4 98.8 

Year 6 97.5 97.6 
 
 

  

Whole School total: 96.7 97.2 
 

 
 

 

We are occasionally asked to promote activities/clubs etc. from 
local groups.  Such activities are not quality assured by the 
school and parents should be aware of the need to reassure 

themselves of the quality and safety of the services on offer, for 
example by visiting, looking at inspection reports etc. 

 

After School Club - 3.15 – 6.00pm 
 
Places for the after-school club must 
be booked via your child’s ParentPay 
account (or by contacting the office 

for nursery children).  
The cost is £10 per child per session 

YR – Y6 
£18.00 per nursery child per full 

session and £9.00 per nursery child 
per half session 

 

School Meals 
 

The dinner menus are 
available on the school 
website and via Seesaw 

Breakfast Club 
 

Early Bird Breakfast club starts at 
7.30am with food served until  

8.30am.   
 

Universal Free Breakfast Club opens at 
8:15am with children escorted to class 

up till 8.45am 
 
 

Menus 
 

Lunch Menu 
Next week is Week 2 

 

Wrapround Menu 
Next week is Week 2 

 

Nursery Snack Menu 
Next week is Week 2 

 

Please visit the school website to view the menus:   
https://www.st-

teresas.essex.sch.uk/page/?title=Menus&pid=72 
 

https://www.st-teresas.essex.sch.uk/page/?title=Menus&pid=72
https://www.st-teresas.essex.sch.uk/page/?title=Menus&pid=72


 

Free School Meal Entitlement 
 
If you have received a letter from us about Free School Meals, please don’t be alarmed! 
 
We are proactively contacting families who may benefit following the recent changes to 
eligibility. The letter is entirely confidential and is simply intended to ensure that no family 
misses out on support to which they may be entitled. 
 
If you think you may be eligible for free school meals, you can apply via this link:  
https://www.gov.uk/apply-free-school-meals  
 

https://www.gov.uk/apply-free-school-meals


 

 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 


