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Use of Air-Tags and Tracking Devices Policy 
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We love God and each other and follow the example of St Teresa.
We enjoy learning together and doing our best in a happy, healthy and welcoming community.
We learn to be responsible and caring citizens.
“Let us do little things well today”.
St Teresa
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Purpose
This policy outlines the school’s position on the use of personal tracking devices, including Apple AirTags and similar GPS-enabled devices, to ensure the safety, privacy, and wellbeing of all pupils and staff.
Policy Statement
St Teresa’s Catholic Primary School does not permit pupils to bring or use tracking devices (e.g. Apple AirTags) on the school site or during school-led activities, including school trips.
Rationale
Safeguarding and Privacy:
- Devices may enable unauthorised monitoring of children and staff
- A device in one child’s belongings may unintentionally track other pupils nearby without consent
- This is particularly significant for vulnerable pupils, including looked after children or those with safeguarding considerations, where their whereabouts must not be shared or tracked
- Any sharing or publishing of location data could place pupils at risk

School Trips:
- Risks increase on trips where pupils travel and move in groups
- A single device may effectively track multiple children

Appropriate Use of Devices:
- Tracking devices are designed to locate personal belongings and are not intended to track people
- Use in a school context may result in individuals being monitored without their knowledge or consent

Data Protection (UK GDPR):
- Devices collect and share location data
- May lead to unlawful data processing if used without consent

Risk of Misuse:
- Devices may be lost, tampered with, or misused
- Alerts may cause unnecessary concern or disruption

Exceptions
In exceptional circumstances, requests may be considered (e.g. medical or safeguarding need). Requests must be made in writing to the Headteacher and will be risk assessed.
Procedures if a Device is Found
- Device will be confiscated and stored securely
- Parents will be contacted
- Device must be collected by an adult
Linked Policies
- Safeguarding and Child Protection Policy
- Online Safety Policy
- Behaviour Policy
- Data Protection (GDPR) Policy
Review
This policy will be reviewed annually or in response to emerging safeguarding guidance.


Appendix 1: Letter to Parents
Dear Parents and Carers,

Re: Use of Tracking Devices in School

We are writing to inform you of the school’s position regarding the use of tracking devices such as AirTags.

We understand that some families choose to use these devices for reassurance, particularly on school trips. However, in a school setting, these devices can present safeguarding and privacy concerns.

For example, a tracking device placed in a child’s belongings may unintentionally track other children nearby, without their families’ knowledge or consent. This is especially important as we have a duty to protect all pupils, including those who may be more vulnerable, such as looked after children or those with specific safeguarding needs, where it is essential that their whereabouts are not shared.

On school trips, this risk increases as children travel and spend time in groups, meaning one device could potentially track several pupils.

Tracking devices are designed to locate personal belongings and are not intended for tracking people. Their use in school may result in individuals being monitored without their knowledge or consent.

For these reasons, tracking devices are not permitted in school or on school trips.

Please be assured that robust systems are in place to ensure all children are safe, supervised, and well cared for at all times.

Thank you for your understanding and support.

Yours sincerely,

Mrs B. Maguire
Headteacher
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