
 

  

    

Dear parents, carers and friends 
 

We began the week celebrating the beautiful feast of 
Candlemas, 40 days after the birth of Jesus. This special 
day remembers when Mary and Joseph took Jesus to the 
Temple, where Simeon and Anna recognised Him as the 
Saviour. Their words remind us that Jesus is the Light of 
the World for all people. Thank you to Year 1 pupils who 
reverently acted out this Gospel story, and to our 
Chaplaincy Team who read so confidently and 
prayerfully. 
 

Our teachers joined colleagues from other schools this week for a cross-school 
writing moderation. This collaboration helps ensure high standards, accurate 
assessment and provides a great opportunity to share ideas and celebrate the 
fantastic progress our pupils are making as writers and authors. 
 

We also welcomed our School Effectiveness Partner from the Local Authority to 
quality assure our Early Years provision, with a particular focus on Little Flowers 
Nursery. I was delighted by her feedback about the calm, engaging learning 
environments, the confidence of the children and the positive relationships between 
staff and pupils. Very well done to our Early Years team and, of course, to our 
youngest pupils for being such wonderful ambassadors for St Teresa’s. 
 

On Thursday, a group of Year 5 and 6 pupils proudly represented our school at a 
Sportshall Athletics competition, showing great teamwork and sportsmanship. We 
are very proud of them for 3rd place overall. 
 

Next Thursday we will be marking Chinese New Year with a special themed school 
dinner. We would love as many children as possible to take part, so do consider 
booking a school meal for that day. 
 

Next Friday will be a non-school uniform day in support of FOST. Children are invited 
to come to school in their own clothes in exchange for donations towards the FOST 
Easter raffle (see Seesaw for donation ideas).  Thank you, as always, for supporting 
our Friends of St Teresa’s. 
 

A reminder that we offer a range of wraparound provision to support families: Early 
Bird Breakfast Club (from 7:30am); Universal Free Breakfast Club (from 
8:15am); After School Wraparound Care (till 6pm). These clubs provide a safe and 
welcoming start and end to the school day, offer great value- did you know we also 
accept Tax-Free Childcare. Please contact the school office if you would like more 
information. 
 

I am excited to share that Mrs Health has secured a grant to further develop outdoor 
learning at St Teresa’s. As part of this, we will be creating a pond habitat on the 
school grounds — a wonderful opportunity for children to learn more about nature 
and caring for God’s creation. 
 

A little joyful moment from my week — I completely ran out of golden Headteacher 
Award stickers! More have now been urgently ordered. One of the very best parts of 
my day is hearing that little knock on my door and seeing a beaming smile as a child 
proudly shares their amazing work. 
 

Looking ahead to next week, we are holding our Year 6 SATs Meeting on Monday at 
6pm. We strongly encourage all Year 6 parents and carers to attend. 
 

Calling on Parent Expertise…If you work in PR, marketing, communications, or have 
a legal background, and would be willing to offer advice or support to the school 
from time to time, we would love to hear from you. Please contact the school office 
to get in touch. 
 

Wishing you all a peaceful weekend. 
God bless, Mrs B Maguire 

 

St. Teresa’s Catholic Primary School 
The School is a charitable company limited by guarantee registered in England and Wales. Registered number 8111345. 

 

1st Half Spring Term 2026 – Friday 6th February 2026 

TERM DATES 2025 – 2026 
 

 
 

SPRING TERM 2026 
 

February Half Term 2026: 

Break up: Fri 13th February 
Return on:  Mon 23rd February 
 

Easter Holidays 2026: 

Break up: Fri 27th March at 2.30pm 
No wraparound care on this day 
Return on:  Mon 13th April 
 

Friday 1st May is a non-pupil day 
Monday 4th May is a Bank Holiday 
 
Year 6 SATS Week: 
Mon 11th – Thurs 14th May 2026 
 

May Half Term 2026: 
Break up: Thurs 21st May 
Fri 22nd May is a non-pupil day 
Return on:  Mon 1st June 
 

Summer Holidays 2026: 
Break up:  Fri 17th July at 2.30 pm 
No wraparound care on this day 

Mon 20th July is a non-pupil day 
 
 
TERM DATES 2026 – 2027 
 

September 2026: 
Return on: Thurs 3rd Sept 
Tues 1st is a non-pupil day 
Weds 2nd is a non-pupil day 
 

October Half Term 2026: 
Break up: Fri 23rd October 

Return on:  Mon 2nd November 
 

Christmas Holidays 2026-27 
Break up: Fri 18th December at 2.30pm 

Return on:  Tues 5th January 
Monday 4th Jan is a non-pupil day 
 

February Half Term 2027: 

Break up: Fri 12th February 
Return on:  Mon 22nd February 
 

Easter Holidays 2027: 
Break up: Thu 25th March at 2.30pm 

Return on:  Mon 12th April 
 

Friday 30th April is a non-pupil day 
Monday 3rd May is a Bank Holiday 
 

May Half Term 2027: 
Break up: Thurs 27th May 
Return on:  Mon 7th June 
 

Fri 28th May is a non-pupil day 
 

Summer Holidays 2027: 
Break up:  Weds 21st July at 2.30 pm 
 

 
 

Please note that after-school 
wrap-around care will not be 

available on the following dates: 
 
 

Friday 27th March 2026 
(last day of term – early finish) 

 
Friday 17th July 2026 

(last day of term – early finish) 
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Remember to check 
Seesaw and the website 
for useful information, 

letters and dates! 

Attendance Data 
 

94% and below  94 – 97% 97% and above 
 

 Last week % This week % 

Reception 94.1 94.1 

Year 1 97.7 95.3 

Year 2 94.0 93.0 

Year 3 92.8 93.8 

Year 4 77.5 92.9 

Year 5 92.6 96.8 

Year 6 96.9 95.0 
 
 

  

Whole School total: 92.1 94.4 
 

Well done to Year 5 for highest attendance this week! 
 

We are occasionally asked to promote activities/clubs etc. from 
local groups.  Such activities are not quality assured by the 
school and parents should be aware of the need to reassure 

themselves of the quality and safety of the services on offer, for 
example by visiting, looking at inspection reports etc. 

 

After School Club - 3.15 – 6.00pm 
 
Places for the after-school club must 
be booked via your child’s ParentPay 
account (or by contacting the office 

for nursery children).  
The cost is £9 per child per session 

YR – Y6 
£16.50 per nursery child per full 

session and £8.25 per nursery child 
per half session 

School Meals 
 

The dinner menus are 
available on the school 
website and via Seesaw 

Breakfast Club 
 

Early Bird Breakfast club starts at 
7.30am with food served until  

8.30am. 
Universal Free Breakfast Club opens at 
8:15am with children escorted to class 

up till 8.45am 
 
 

Menus 
 

Lunch Menu 
Next week we’re having a special one-
off menu – please see Seesaw to view 

 

Wrapround Menu 
Next week is Week 1 

 

Nursery Snack Menu 
Next week is Week 1 

 

Please visit the school website to view 
the menus:   

https://www.st-
teresas.essex.sch.uk/page/?title=Men

us&pid=72 
 

Congratulations 
to all of our 
certificate 

winners this 
week. 

Well done! 

https://www.st-teresas.essex.sch.uk/page/?title=Menus&pid=72
https://www.st-teresas.essex.sch.uk/page/?title=Menus&pid=72
https://www.st-teresas.essex.sch.uk/page/?title=Menus&pid=72


 

St Teresa’s Church 
First Holy Communion programme 2025/6 

 
Sessions – 9.15am – 10.45 am St. Teresa’s school (pick up from the church) 
 

Communion  
7/2/26 - We learn about the mass & We share God’s word. 
28/2/26- We give thanks & We remember and celebrate. 
21/3/26- We share the bread of life 
25/4/26   - Retreat 10 -2pm (children to bring a packed lunch) – 
16/5/26 - Reconciliation session – times to be advised  
 

First Holy communion rehearsal  
Wednesday 3rd June 2026  
6.00pm -Group 1  7.00pm-Group 2 
 

June 7th 2026 First Holy Communion service –9am and 11am (in normal mass) 
 

Going Forth Mass – June 14th @ 9.00am   
 

 

  

The Mayor of Colchester’s Chess Tournament 
 

The Mayor of Colchester, Councillor Mike Lilley, invites pupils of St Teresa's Catholic Primary School to take 
part in a free schools’ event as part of The Mayor of Colchester’s Chess Tournament at the Moot Hall, 
Colchester Town Hall on Saturday 21 February. 
 
The national charity, Chess in Schools and Communities will host the schools’ event; their volunteers drawing 
on experience of providing state schools with chess lessons, clubs, equipment and training as well as hosting 
ChessFest, attended by over 20,000 people in London’s Trafalgar Square each year. 
From 12 noon to 3.15 pm Chess in Schools and Communities will host a tournament involving five (or six) 
games of chess for each child. This will be both a school team and individual event. There will be prizes for 
the top performing schools and individuals. 
 
This tournament is ideal for children who are at the beginning of their competitive chess journey: they know 
how to play but have never experienced a tournament before. 
There will be opportunities for chess coaching from the CSC staff and volunteers present on the day, either 
before or after the tournament. 
 
The day of chess at the Moot Hall also includes an MP vs Mayor chess match, a Championship chess 
tournament and social chess. Funds raised will support the Mayor’s Charities. Details at: 
https://colchesster.org.uk/chess/ 
 
The tournament is limited to 60 participants. 
There are relatively few places remaining for pupils not part of a school team. Please complete an online 
registration form to book a place in the tournament for your child. 

https://colchesster.org.uk/chess/
https://forms.gle/V3PWCAEnxq9FRMRp9
https://forms.gle/V3PWCAEnxq9FRMRp9


 
 

 

 

 

 
  

World Book Day 
 

 
Advance Notice that World Book Day this year is on Thursday 5th March however, 
we will be dressing up on Friday 6th March. The half term break may be a good 
opportunity to get your thinking caps on and your sewing machines out ready for 
costume designing! 

 
 



 
 
 
  



 

 



 
 

  



 

  



 
  



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 


