
 

 

  

    
Dear Parents, Carers and Friends 
 

We began our first full week of term reflecting aptly on 
the theme of 'water' — we thought about the importance 
of water and explored the story of Jesus' baptism.  We 
thought about how God is like water- nourishing us, 
providing for us, comforting us and sustaining us. There 
was real joy in simply being back together again in 
2026, sharing prayer, learning and laughter after what 
was certainly not the start to term any of us had 
anticipated. 
 

As you know, last week the school experienced an emergency closure for the first 
four days of term. This was due to having no water on site, which was later 
identified as being caused by extensive frozen pipework on the school roof that 
subsequently burst as temperatures rose. Managing a critical incident of this scale is 
incredibly challenging, but it has also been a powerful reminder of the strength of 
our school community. 
 

I would like to offer my most sincere thanks to parents and carers. While the 
situation was understandably frustrating and inconvenient, the support, patience 
and kindness shown to the school was so generous and deeply appreciated. 
 

There are also many people behind the scenes who worked tirelessly. Our Senior 
Leadership Team supported every communication, planned contingencies and 
completed risk assessments at pace. Teachers worked incredibly hard to provide 
remote learning through Seesaw, and it was heartening to see how well pupils 
engaged despite the disruption. Our support staff played a vital role in 
communications and emergency childcare provision, ensuring families were 
supported wherever possible. 
 

We are also extremely grateful for the support of our Governors and the Rosary 
Trust, whose guidance and reassurance during a very pressured time was invaluable. 
 

A very special thank you must go to FOST, who organised a Jungle Adventure Day, 
and an amazing and quite unexpected thank-you video. Watching it together in the 
staffroom was a moment of genuine encouragement and a joy for our staff. 
 

The immediate issue was resolved through extensive pipe repairs on the roof. I have 
learned far more about plumbing than I ever expected — including spending a 
considerable amount of time on the roof myself! Even once repaired, it was a 
nervous weekend, with several visits back to school to ensure everything remained 
safe, secure and operational. 
 

Looking ahead, future-proofing the site is now a key premises priority. The 
remaining pipework requires upgrades, including improved insulation, trace heating 
and additional safeguards. This will, inevitably, come at considerable cost so careful 
planning will begin behind the scenes. 
 

This week, it has been truly wonderful to finally say Happy New Year properly to our 
families and to return to a sense of normality.  “Back to normal” highlights have 
included: a wonderful Year 5 retreat day at Newhall School on Wednesday and 
selected pupils participating in an Archery Day at Marks Tey, and on Thursday Year 4 
began their orchestra lessons, this year we are trialling a brass orchestra! 
 

Finally, I would like to extend a warm welcome to our new caretaker, Mr Babatunde 
who you may have spotted on the gate in the mornings. 
 

Thank you once again for walking alongside us with such generosity of spirit. In 
moments of challenge, our community shines brightest. 
 

God bless, Mrs Maguire 
 

St. Teresa’s Catholic Primary School 
The School is a charitable company limited by guarantee registered in England and Wales. Registered number 8111345. 

 

1st Half Spring Term 2026 – Friday 16th January 2026 

TERM DATES 2025 – 2026 
 

 
 

SPRING TERM 2026 
 

February Half Term 2026: 

Break up: Fri 13th February 
Return on:  Mon 23rd February 
 

Easter Holidays 2026: 

Break up: Fri 27th March at 2.30pm 
No wraparound care on this day 
Return on:  Mon 13th April 
 

Friday 1st May is a non-pupil day 
Monday 4th May is a Bank Holiday 
 

May Half Term 2026: 
Break up: Thurs 21st May 

Fri 22nd May is a non-pupil day 
Return on:  Mon 1st June 
 

Summer Holidays 2026: 
Break up:  Fri 17th July at 2.30 pm 

No wraparound care on this day 
Mon 20th July is a non-pupil day 
 
 
TERM DATES 2026 – 2027 
 

September 2026: 
Return on: Thurs 3rd Sept 

Tues 1st is a non-pupil day 
Weds 2nd is a non-pupil day 
 

October Half Term 2026: 

Break up: Fri 23rd October 
Return on:  Mon 2nd November 
 

Christmas Holidays 2026-27 
Break up: Fri 18th December at 2.30pm 

Return on:  Tues 5th January 
Monday 4th Jan is a non-pupil day 
 

February Half Term 2027: 
Break up: Fri 12th February 
Return on:  Mon 22nd February 
 

Easter Holidays 2027: 

Break up: Thu 25th March at 2.30pm 
Return on:  Mon 12th April 
 

Friday 30th April is a non-pupil day 
Monday 3rd May is a Bank Holiday 
 

May Half Term 2027: 
Break up: Thurs 27th May 
Return on:  Mon 7th June 
 

Fri 28th May is a non-pupil day 
 

Summer Holidays 2027: 
Break up:  Weds 21st July at 2.30 pm 

 

 
 

Please note that after-school 
wrap-around care will not be 

available on the following dates: 
 
 

Friday 27th March 2026 
(last day of term – early finish) 

 
Friday 17th July 2026 

(last day of term – early finish) 
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Remember to check 
Seesaw and the website 
for useful information, 

letters and dates! 

Attendance Data 
 

94% and below  94 – 97% 97% and above 
 

 This week % 

Reception 97.8 

Year 1 100 

Year 2 96 

Year 3 99.4 

Year 4 98.4 

Year 5 95.2 

Year 6 97.8 
 
 

 

Whole School total: 97.8 
 

Well done to Year 1 for highest attendance this week! 
 

We are occasionally asked to promote activities/clubs etc. from 
local groups.  Such activities are not quality assured by the 
school and parents should be aware of the need to reassure 

themselves of the quality and safety of the services on offer, for 
example by visiting, looking at inspection reports etc. 

 

After School Club - 3.15 – 6.00pm 
 
Places for the after-school club must 
be booked via your child’s ParentPay 
account (or by contacting the office 

for nursery children).  
The cost is £9 per child per session 

YR – Y6 
£16.50 per nursery child per full 

session and £8.25 per nursery child 
per half session 

School Meals 
 

The dinner menus are 
available on the school 
website and via Seesaw 

Breakfast Club 
 

Early Bird Breakfast club starts at 
7.30am with food served until  

8.30am. 
Universal Free Breakfast Club opens at 
8:15am with children escorted to class 

up till 8.45am 
 
 

Menus 
 

Lunch Menu 
Next week is Week 1 

 

Wrapround Menu 
Next week is Week 1 

 

Nursery Snack Menu 
Next week is Week 1 

 

Please visit the school website to view 
the menus:   

https://www.st-
teresas.essex.sch.uk/page/?title=Men

us&pid=72 
 

Congratulations 
to all of our 
certificate 

winners this 
week. 

Well done! 

https://www.st-teresas.essex.sch.uk/page/?title=Menus&pid=72
https://www.st-teresas.essex.sch.uk/page/?title=Menus&pid=72
https://www.st-teresas.essex.sch.uk/page/?title=Menus&pid=72


 
 

 
 
 
 
 

St Teresa’s Church 
First Holy Communion programme 2025/6 

 
Sessions – 9.15am – 10.45 am St. Teresa’s school (pick up from the church) 
 

Communion  
24/1/26 – We walk with Jesus 
7/2/26 - We learn about the mass & We share God’s word. 
28/2/26- We give thanks & We remember and celebrate. 
21/3/26- We share the bread of life 
25/4/26   - Retreat 10 -2pm (children to bring a packed lunch) – 
16/5/26 - Reconciliation session – times to be advised  
 

First Holy communion rehearsal  
Wednesday 3rd June 2026  
6.00pm -Group 1  7.00pm-Group 2 
 

June 7th 2026 First Holy Communion service –9am and 11am (in normal mass) 
 

Going Forth Mass – June 14th @ 9.00am   
 

CPR Training 
 
 
On Tuesday after school, several teachers took part in CPR 
training delivered by Essex and Herts air ambulance 
paramedics. 
 
 
It is our intention that the children will also soon be 
trained (in an age appropriate way) to make them CPR 
smart! 
 



 

  



 

 



 

 



 

 


