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Dear Parents, Carers and Friends, 

 
There is no full newsletter from me this week- it has been a wonderfully 

busy and joy-filled week as we have continued our Advent journey together, 
preparing our hearts for the coming of Christ at Christmas. We finished the 

week, as you know with a whole school trip to the pantomime- it was a 
magical day out to remember! 

 
I realise it’s an exceptionally busy time for everyone so hopefully this shorter 
newsletter may be a blessing but I do ask you the read the remaining pages 
carefully- there is plenty of information about the final week of term next 

week and some reminders about parking considerately and keeping everyone 
safe. 

 
Have a wonderful weekend and I do look forward to seeing everyone next 

week for our final week together of 2025!  I do also hope to see many of you 
at the parish carol service at 3pm on Sunday in the Church, our school choir 

pupils will be singing (no need for uniform). 
 

See below for: Christmas dinner details, Christingle details, review the 
updated term dates to the side, nativity performances… 

 
God Bless, Mrs Maguire  

 

St. Teresa’s Catholic Primary School 
The School is a charitable company limited by guarantee registered in England and Wales. Registered number 8111345. 

 

2nd half Autumn Term 2025 – Friday 12th December 2025 

TERM DATES 2025 – 2026 
 

 
 

Christmas Holidays 2025-26 
Break up: Fri 19th December at 2.30pm 

Return on:  Tues 6th January 
Monday 5th January is an 
additional INSET Day 

 
 

February Half Term 2026: 
Break up: Fri 13th February 

Return on:  Mon 23rd February 
 

Easter Holidays 2026: 
Break up: Fri 27th March at 2.30pm 
No wraparound care on this day 

Return on:  Mon 13th April 
 

Friday 1st May is a non-pupil day 
Monday 4th May is a Bank Holiday 
 

May Half Term 2026: 
Break up: Thurs 21st May 
Fri 22nd May is a non-pupil day 
Return on:  Mon 1st June 
 

Summer Holidays 2026: 
Break up:  Fri 17th July at 2.30 pm 
No wraparound care on this day 

Mon 20th July is a non-pupil day 
 
 
TERM DATES 2026 – 2027 
 

September 2026: 
Return on: Thurs 3rd Sept 
Tues 1st is a non-pupil day 
Weds 2nd is a non-pupil day 
 

October Half Term 2026: 
Break up: Fri 23rd October 
Return on:  Mon 2nd November 
 

Christmas Holidays 2026-27 
Break up: Fri 18th December at 2.30pm 

Return on:  Tues 5th January 
Monday 4th Jan is a non-pupil day 
 

February Half Term 2027: 
Break up: Fri 12th February 

Return on:  Mon 22nd February 
 

Easter Holidays 2027: 
Break up: Thu 25th March at 2.30pm 

Return on:  Mon 12th April 
 

Friday 30th April is a non-pupil day 
Monday 3rd May is a Bank Holiday 
 

May Half Term 2027: 
Break up: Thurs 27th May 
Return on:  Mon 7th June 
 

Fri 28th May is a non-pupil day 
 

Summer Holidays 2027: 
Break up:  Weds 21st July at 2.30 pm 
 

Please note that after-school 
wrap-around care will not be 

available on the following dates: 
 

Friday 19th December  
(last day of term – early finish) 

 

Friday 27th March 2026 
(last day of term – early finish) 

 
Friday 17th July 2026 

(last day of term – early finish) 
 

 

PARKING 
 

Sadly, we have received complaints from our neighbours this week regarding 
parking.  The neighbours we spoke to report that this week has been the worst 
week they have ever experienced with cars blocking driveways, parking on the 
pavement and obstructing residents from entering and exiting their properties.  
We have heard about residents’ cars being damaged and even about verbal 
abusive (in front of children) from parents arguing with neighbours when 
they’ve been asked to move.  Sadly, parking on the disco evening seemed a 
particular concern. 
 
I have huge empathy with the residents who put up with inconsiderate and 
unsafe parking and I implore the small minority of parents who do not follow 
our guidelines to use King George’s Field carpark or the surrounding roads to 
make a change moving forward. 
 
We pride ourselves on maintaining good relationships with our neighbours and 
the wider community and we do not want to damage those good relationships 
with something that could easily be avoided. 
 
Once again, I urge you all to show consideration to our neighbours by not 
parking across, or even on, driveways and to use the car park at our disposal, 
at the end of Clairmont Road, to avoid congestion along the road. 
 
I cannot police vehicles parked on pavement areas and staff are busy 
supporting pupils at key transition times but I will reiterate the repeated 
message: parking on pavements and across driveways on Clairmont and 
Collingwood Road causes obstruction to families with young children / babies 
in prams who have to walk in the road and also causes worse congestion for 
everyone as the flow of traffic is impacted.  
 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjCuuaJqvjaAhVENhQKHf2fCuQQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://www.dioceseofbrentwood.net/diocese/diocesan-coat-of-arms/&psig=AOvVaw3TVlfuLeGo21_-oahaIyTu&ust=1525944954183827


 
  PARKING ARRANGEMENTS 

 
The safety of our pupils is always our top priority, and we kindly ask all families to help us maintain a 
calm and considerate environment at drop-off and pick-up times. Our school is located within a residential 
area, and we also have a responsibility to minimise congestion and be good neighbours to those living 
nearby. 
 
Please take note of the following important guidance: 

• The yellow zigzag markings outside school are a strict no-stopping zone at all times. Parking or 

waiting on these lines is not permitted under any circumstances. 

 

• Please do not park across residents’ driveways. This causes understandable frustration and can 

lead to complaints and enforcement. 

 

• The school car park is for staff use only, unless specific permission has been granted. 

 

• Families using Early Bird Breakfast Club (7:30–8:00am) or Wraparound Care (4:45–6:00pm) may use 

the car park during those times. 

 

• To protect children and families at the busiest times of the day, there are windows during which 

no vehicles may enter or exit the school car park – typically during the main drop-off and collection 

periods. Please respect these restrictions for the safety of all. 

To support you in planning a safe and stress-free journey to school, we’ve attached a map showing 
suggested parking areas, average walking distances, and the location of local lollipop crossings. A short 
walk can make all the difference to safety and ease of movement for everyone. 
 
Thank you in advance for your support and cooperation. By working together, we can ensure our school 
site remains safe, welcoming, and respectful to all. 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Remember to check 
Seesaw and the website 
for useful information, 

letters and dates! 

Attendance Data 
 

94% and below  94 – 97% 97% and above 
 

 Week before ½ term % This week % 

Reception 98.1 97 

Year 1 96.7 96 

Year 2 97.7 92 

Year 3 97.8 97.5 

Year 4 95.9 90.3 

Year 5 89.7 96.8 

Year 6 94.1 94.7 
 
 

  

Whole School total: 95.6 94.9 
 

Well done to Year 3 for highest attendance this week! 
 

We are occasionally asked to promote activities/clubs etc. from 
local groups.  Such activities are not quality assured by the 
school and parents should be aware of the need to reassure 

themselves of the quality and safety of the services on offer, for 
example by visiting, looking at inspection reports etc. 

 

After School Club - 3.15 – 6.00pm 
 
Places for the after-school club must 
be booked via your child’s ParentPay 
account (or by contacting the office 

for nursery children).  
The cost is £9 per child per session 

YR – Y6 
£16.50 per nursery child per full 

session and £8.25 per nursery child 
per half session 

School Meals 
 

The dinner menus are 
available on the school 
website and via Seesaw 

Breakfast Club 
 

Early Bird Breakfast club starts at 
7.30am with food served until  

8.30am. 
Universal Free Breakfast Club opens at 
8:15am with children escorted to class 

up till 8.45am 
 
 

Menus 
 

Lunch Menu 
Next week is Week 1 

Christmas Dinner will be served on 
Thursday 18th December 

 

Wrapround Menu 
Next week is Week 1 

 

Nursery Snack Menu 
Next week is Week 1 

 

Please visit the school website to view 
the menus:   

https://www.st-
teresas.essex.sch.uk/page/?title=Men

us&pid=72 
 

Congratulations 
to all of our 
certificate 

winners this 
week. 

Well done! 

https://www.st-teresas.essex.sch.uk/page/?title=Menus&pid=72
https://www.st-teresas.essex.sch.uk/page/?title=Menus&pid=72
https://www.st-teresas.essex.sch.uk/page/?title=Menus&pid=72


 
 

  

Christmas Dinner 
 

Please see the menu below for the delicious Christmas Dinner that the kitchen will be 
serving on Thursday 18th December.  All special dietary requirements can be catered for 
– if you have any queries please contact the School Office. 
There is no need to pre-book Christmas dinner – children will just inform their teacher 
of their meal choices when the register is taken on that morning. 
The cost will be £3.70 for children in Years 3, 4, 5 and 6 (there is no cost for Rec, Y1 and 
Y2 as children are entitled to a Free School Dinner).  There is no requirement to pay if 
your child is entitled to FSM (Free School Meals).   This amount will be added to your 
child’s dinner money account on ParentPay once they have had Christmas Dinner. 

 

https://halloween-wizard.com/free-christmas-food-clipart/


 
  



 
 
 
 
 

  

IMPORTANT INFORMATION 
ADMISSIONS FOR RECEPTION – SEPTEMBER 2026 

 
As you may be aware, the primary school (Reception) admission round opens on Monday 10th November 
2025, for parents of children to apply for a Reception school place for the academic year that starts in 
September 2026. 
THE STATUTORY NATIONAL CLOSING DATE FOR APPLICATIONS IS 15 JANUARY 2025. 
From 10th November 2025, applications can be made online via www.essex.gov.uk/admissions.  
 
Please be aware that Essex County Council are not sending letters to parents about making an application. 
All of the application information is available on the website above.  
The website www.essex.gov.uk/admissions also has a copy of the Primary Education in Essex booklet and 
the Schools Admissions Policies Directories contain details of all admission policies.  
Information regarding admissions can also be found by visiting our school website www.st-
teresas.essex.sch.uk and following the links to ‘Key Information’ – ‘Admissions’. 

 
Certificates of Catholic Practice 
Father Matthias has asked us to let parents know that they should contact him by email via the Church to 
arrange a time to get Certificates of Catholic Practice signed – thank you. 

AUTUMN TERM - DATES FOR YOUR DIARIES 
 

Sunday 14th December 3.00pm  Parish Carol Service in Church.  Children from the school choir 
will be performing two songs during the service (school uniform 
need not be worn) 

 
Monday 15th December  2.00pm  EYFS Nativity Performance 
 

Tuesday 16th December  2.00pm  EYFS Nativity Performance 
 

Wednesday 17th December 2.00pm  KS1 afternoon Nativity Performance 
5.00pm  KS1 evening Nativity Performance 
 

Thursday 18th December Christmas Dinner Day  
This will also be Christmas Jumper day – children are invited to wear something 
Christmassy instead of their uniform or decorate their uniform with some Christmas 
items if they would like to.

    Whole School Board Games Afternoon 
 

Friday 19th December  1.30pm  Whole School Christingle Service 
    2.30pm  Early finish – break up for Christmas Holidays (no wraparound) 

 
 

Consultation on Admissions 
 
In accordance with the Schools Admissions Code, the Governing Body of St. Teresa’s Catholic Primary School, 
Colchester, wishes to consult with stakeholders and the wider community on their proposals to modify their admission 
arrangements for the academic year 2027 – 28. 
 
As determined by the Schools Admissions Code, this consultation is for parents / carers of children aged 2 – 18, other 
persons in the area who have an interest in the proposed arrangements, all other admissions authorities within the 
local area, the local authority and the Diocese of Brentwood. 
 
The statutory six-week consultation period will run from 5th November 2025 – 17th December 2025.  A copy of the 
consultation can be found on the school website www.st-teresas.essex.sch.uk under ‘Key Information’ – ‘Admissions’. 
 
Comments on the proposal to revise the Admissions Criteria are invited and will be considered and used by the 
Governing Body to inform their final decision on whether to implement the proposed revisions.  
 
Consultation responses should be made in writing to St. Teresa’s Catholic 
Primary School, Clairmont Road, Lexden, Colchester, Essex, CO3 9BE or by 
email to office@st-teresas.essex.sch.uk 
 
The closing date for responses to be received is 16th December 2025. 
 

 
 

http://www.essex.gov.uk/admissions
http://www.essex.gov.uk/admissions
http://www.st-teresas.essex.sch.uk/
http://www.st-teresas.essex.sch.uk/
http://www.st-teresas.essex.sch.uk/
mailto:office@st-teresas.essex.sch.uk


 
 

  SNAP’s Christmas Survival Guide for pupils with SEND 
 

SNAP’s updated Christmas Survival Guide is full of tips and advice for this festive season. It is 
designed to help support you and your family. It covers a number of topics including:  
 

❖ making adjustments to decorations  
❖ making adjustments to foods and gifts  
❖ festive messy play ideas  
❖ adapted resources.  

 
The survival guide provides strategies to help make 
 the holiday period less stressful for all the family.  
 
To find out more, visit SNAP’s website. 

Managing seasonal illnesses 
 
We have been asked to share the following information, sent from the DfE, with our school 
community:  
  
“As we move further into the term, we want to remind all settings of the key guidance available to 
help manage seasonal illnesses and keep pupils and staff well.  
   
Education Hub Blog: Reducing the spread of illness this winter: Seven steps to healthier schools 
and higher school attendance – a helpful blog for parents and staff.  
 
NHS Guidance for Parents: Is my child too ill for school? – a useful resource to help parents decide 
when children should stay at home.  
 
Preventing and Controlling Infections Guidance: Includes advice on vaccination, ventilation, and 
good respiratory hygiene.  
 
A–Z of managing Infectious Diseases: Practical guidance on managing specific illnesses.  
  
By following and sharing these resources, settings can support healthier school environments and 
help maintain high attendance as far as possible throughout the winter months." 
 

https://news.news.essex.gov.uk/4C9047412AA3878F3B776DD054713D157967983ED44AF4279143EC1E08792010/6F38E91D8E4645CA31F519127029FB6D/LE35
https://educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2025/10/reducing-the-spread-of-illness-this-winter-seven-steps-to-healthier-schools-and-higher-school-attendance/
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/health-protection-in-schools-and-other-childcare-facilities/preventing-and-controlling-infections
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/health-protection-in-schools-and-other-childcare-facilities/managing-specific-infectious-diseases-a-to-z#influenza


 

  
St Teresa’s Church 

First Holy Communion programme 2025/6 
 
Sessions – 9.15am – 10.45 am St. Teresa’s school (pick up from the church) 
NB the first session will only take place in the church.  
 

Reconciliation  
13/12/25 - God gives you forgiveness 
10/1/26 – We walk with Jesus 
 

Communion  
24/1/26 – We walk with Jesus 
7/2/26 - We learn about the mass & We share God’s word. 
28/2/26- We give thanks & We remember and celebrate. 
21/3/26- We share the bread of life 
25/4/26   - Retreat 10 -2pm (children to bring a packed lunch) – 
16/5/26 - Reconciliation session – times to be advised  
 

First Holy communion rehearsal  
Wednesday 3rd June 2026  
6.00pm -Group 1  7.00pm-Group 2 
 
June 7th 2026 First Holy Communion service –9am and 11am (in normal mass) 
 
Going Forth Mass – June 14th @ 9.00am   
 



 

  



 

 

 

  



 

 



 

 


