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Dear Parents, Carers and Friends, 
 

We began the week reflecting on friendship—a 
small but powerful area we can all grow in during 
Ordinary Time. Inspired by scripture, we 
reminded ourselves to love our neighbour as we 
love ourselves. I told the children I wanted to see 
a bumper batch of Friendship Awards in merit 
assembly this week! 
 

It’s been another sporty week at St Teresa’s with Bikeability for Year 6, 
Welly Walks at KS1, Rapid Cricket for Year 3/4, and plenty of joyful 
splashing in the pool for Years 1, 5, some 6 and Hive pupils. The 
swimming pool continues to bring huge smiles—I’m often drawn outside 
just by the sound of laughter and excitement! We’d love to extend 
swimming in future years, I’ll be making my case at the next FOST AGM! 
We’re also thrilled to have received the Gold School Games Mark Award 
for the second year running—well done to Mrs Herron, our Sports 
Ambassadors and our amazingly supportive parents! 
 

Thursday’s music concert was a joyful celebration of pupil progress. 
Huge thanks to Miss Congdon who seamlessly took over its organisation 
this year. 
 

Today, annual school reports have gone home. I’ve read every one and 
am incredibly proud of the progress and next steps reflected within 
them. Details of any statutory assessments can be found within them.  
Our Year 6 SATs results are exceptional—testament to both the pupils’ 
efforts and the long-standing partnership between home and school over 
the past seven years: 
Reading: 94% expected, 58% greater depth 
Writing: 83% expected, 32% greater depth 
Maths: 81% expected, 32% greater depth 
GPS: 87% expected, 65% greater depth 
 

Year 6—WOW! Your celebration leavers’ party this evening is well 
deserved. 
 

Today has also included an LA Inclusion Review, a Year 1 beach trip, and 
a trip to Brentwood Cathedral to the Diocese Citizenship Awards.   
 

I was so proud this morning, alongside his family, to watch Henry 
Brotherton in Year 4 receive a Citizen of the Year award.  Throughout 
this academic year, Henry has faced the enormous challenge of 
undergoing multiple surgeries for a serious kidney condition. Despite the 
physical pain, the disruption to his learning, and the ongoing emotional 
toll, Henry has never allowed his circumstances to define him.  What sets 
Henry apart is his incredibly positive attitude. Even though he has been 
unable to take part in sports — one of his greatest passions — Henry has 
continued to greet each day with optimism and determination. For those 
of you who don’t know Henry, he is always smiling, always encouraging 
others, and he never complains.  He has been so brave; what a source of 
inspiration to everyone in our school community. Very well done Henry!   
 

God Bless 
Mrs Maguire 
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2nd Half Summer Term 2025 – Friday 11th July 2025  

TERM DATES 2024 – 2025 
 
 

Summer Holidays 2025: 
Break up:  Fri 18th July at 2:30pm 

Mon 21st and Tues 22nd July are non-
pupil days 
 
TERM DATES 2025 – 2026 
 

September 2025: 
Return on: Weds 3rd Sept 
Mon 1st is a non-pupil day 
Tues 2nd is a non-pupil day 
 

October Half Term 2025: 
Break up: Fri 24th October 
Return on:  Mon 3rd November 
 

Christmas Holidays 2025-26 
Break up: Fri 19th December at 2.30pm 

Return on:  Mon 5th January 
 

February Half Term 2026: 
Break up: Fri 13th February 
Return on:  Mon 23rd February 
 

Easter Holidays 2026: 
Break up: Fri 27th March at 2.30pm 
Return on:  Mon 13th April 
 

Friday 1st May is a non-pupil day 
Monday 4th May is a Bank Holiday 
 

May Half Term 2026: 
Break up: Thurs 21st May 

Fri 22nd May is a non-pupil day 
Return on:  Mon 1st June 
 

Summer Holidays 2026: 

Break up:  Fri 17th July at 2.30 pm 
Mon 20th July is a non-pupil day 
 

Forthcoming Events: 
 
17th July – Year 6 Leavers’ Mass at 
6.00pm 
 

 

Please be aware that 
there will be NO school 

staff led clubs in the last 
week of term.  Tennis 

and SCS Football Club will 
be taking place. 

 
 

Last day of this 
academic year 

Early Finish  
at 2.30pm  

on Friday 18th July 
 
 

Please note that there 
will NOT be any 

wraparound after school 
club on this day. 
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Remember to check 
Seesaw and the website 
for useful information, 

letters and dates! 

Attendance Data 
 

94% and below  94 – 97% 97% and above 
 

 Last week % This week % 

Reception 98.33 98.00 

Year 1 96.67 97.67 

Year 2 97.33 96.33 

Year 3 99.69 99.06 

Year 4 98.75 97.50 

Year 5 96.25 96.56 

Year 6 95.67 96.33 
 
 

  

Whole School total: 97.55 97.36 
 

Well done to Year 3 for highest attendance this week! 

We are occasionally asked to promote activities/clubs etc. from 
local groups.  Such activities are not quality assured by the school 
and parents should be aware of the need to reassure themselves of 

the quality and safety of the services on offer, for example by 
visiting, looking at inspection reports etc. 

 

After School Club - 3.15 – 6pm 
 
Places for the after school club 
must be booked via your child’s 

ParentPay account.  
 

The cost is £9 per child per 
session  

School Meals 
 

The dinner menus are 
available on the school 
website and via Seesaw 

Breakfast Club 
Early Bird Breakfast club starts at 

7.30am with food served until  
8.30am. 

Universal Free Breakfast Club opens at 
8:15am with children escorted to class 

up till 8.45am 
 

Please BOOK for all breakfast clubs.  
 

Certificates 
 

 
 

There were no merit certificates as the children were presented with 
their sports day certificates during our celebration assembly this week. 
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Nursery – government funded childcare 
 
We have been advised that applications are open for 30 hours of government-funded childcare for 
September 2025.   
All eligible working parents of children who will be at least nine months old on or before 31 August can now 
apply for 30 hours of government-funded childcare for September 2025 through the government’s childcare 
expansion.  Parents can check their eligibility and apply at Childcare Choices .  
 

Wrap-Around Care – Advance Notice 

Please note that after-school wrap-around care will not be available on the following dates: 

• Thursday 18th July 2025 (last day of term) 

• Friday 12th December 2025 (school pantomime day) 

We hope that by giving families plenty of notice, alternative arrangements can be made. Thank you for 
your understanding. 

 

ParentPay Accounts 
 
As we approach the end of the academic year, please can we ask that you keep a close eye 
on your child’s ParentPay account to ensure that payments are kept up to date and any 
outstanding amounts are cleared.   This is particularly important if your child is in Year 6. 
 
Ideally your child will have a 0.00 balance on their ParentPay account by the end of term (if you have credits 
on your child’s account these will be carried over to the new academic year or either transferred to a younger 
sibling or credited back to your account if your child is leaving). 
 

Please note that you can amend the amount that you wish to pay for dinner money to ensure that any ‘odd’ 
amounts outstanding can be cleared.  
 

Thank you in advance for your co-operation with this. 
 

Kids eat free at Bills Restaurant Colchester 
 
We have been asked to share the following information with our community: 
 
From Monday 21st July – Friday 29th August (excluding Saturday & Sunday), up to two kids can eat free ALL DAY if one 
adult order any main dish (breakfast, lunch, & dinner). The children’s menu features family favourites including our 
famous buttermilk pancakes, mac & cheese, and fish fingers & chips. 

https://www.childcarechoices.gov.uk/


 
  

Some of the things we are hoping to collect are listed below. We are trying to remain 
as plastic free as possible. If you have any baskets you no longer need, we would also 
be so grateful for them. Some Reception children will be helping to collect the items 

on the front playground on Tuesday 15
th

 July. All children are invited to wear their 
own clothes for this special day. 

• bowls 
• spoons 
• trays 
• dishes 
• serving salad bowls 
• trays 
• salad spoons 
• boxes 
• massage rollers 
• carvings 
• African animals 
• wooden masks 
• pans for cooking 
• frames 
• kitchen utensils 

• trinket boxes 
• chopping boards 
• plaques 
• wooden carved balls 
• curtain rings 
• coasters 
• woven mats 
• wicker baskets 
• mug trees 
• bread bin 
• pots 
• jewellery pots 
• wooden animals 
• serving trays 
• spoons, spatulas 
• crank telephone 



 



 

  



 

 
  



 

 
  



 
  



 
 
  



 

  



 

 
 
 

  



 

  



 



 

  



 
 

  



 
 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 



 

 

 The Essex Fire Museum is open every Tuesday and Thursday over the school holiday.  We don’t have enough volunteers 
to run family fun days each week (with different stands and activities) but families are welcome to attend and have a look 
at the artefacts we have on site.   This might suit some people who prefer a quieter environment.   Entrance to the 
museum is always free but we would still like people to message us before coming, just so we can keep the main station 
informed of numbers.  Our contact is: museum@essex-fire.gov.uk 
 

We have three family fun days coming up at the Museum also.   These will need to be booked via Eventbrite: 
 

Sunday 27th July 2025 
 

Essex Fire Museum Open Day Tickets, Sun 27 
Jul 2025 at 10:30 | Eventbrite 
 

Tuesday 19th August 2025 
 

Essex Fire Museum Open Day Tickets, Tue 19 
Aug 2025 at 10:30 | Eventbrite 
 

Sunday 31st August 2025 
 

Essex Fire Museum Open Day Tickets, Sun 31 
Aug 2025 at 10:30 | Eventbrite 
 

 

If you are able to mention this in your newsletter we would be very grateful. 
 

There will be opportunities for families to get involved in history trails around the museum, spot hazards in our 

fire safety room, partake in craft activities and a sit on our fire engines (and squirt water😊).    
The museum is free entry (but visits are by appointment only……..as we are on the site of an operational fire 
station).  
 

Suggested last admissions are 2.30pm.   This is just so that people have enough time to experience everything 
on site.  
 

Our address and contact details are: 
Essex Fire Museum, Grays Fire Station, Hogg Lane, Grays RM17 5QS Phone: 01376 576847 
Email: museum@essex-fire.gov.uk 
Website:  Fire Museum (essex-fire.gov.uk) 
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