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Dear Parents, Carers and Friends, 
 
We began the week thinking about Bible story of Jesus 
and Peter walking on water. We wondered about faith 
and trust- Peter was a fisherman he knew the true reality 
of attempting to walk on water- he could drown- but he 
put his faith and trust in Jesus.  We noticed when Peter 
looked away from Jesus he began to sink and we thought 
about this in our own lives- keeping our focus on Jesus in 
all that we do this week in school.   
 
I thought the theme of walking on water was apt given the flood the school 
experienced over half-term, I was able to regal the tale to the children with 
photos, including my 6:30am phone call from Mr Price and the heroic efforts of 
the staff team that responded to my SOS.  I told the children that even in the 
darkest of situations we can see Jesus and feel His love- this was just such an 
example. 
 
Father Riq launched a flood appeal for us during half term and parishioners and 
parents have continued to contribute.  We’re blown away by the generosity 
within the community- the £865 raised is going to be very helpful in the next 
few weeks whilst we await our insurance claim. We see Jesus and his love in 
every donation- thank you!  
 
It’s been a delight to welcome the children back after the half-term break; we 
really do have a rich half term ahead of us to look forward to.  Key dates are 
posted just to the left- do have a look and pop things in your diary. 
 
Year 6 have had an especially busy week so my highlight this week is on them, 
including the start of secondary transition activities- this started with a 
financial education day on Monday, Wednesday they were off to the West end of 
London for what has been described as a ‘phenomenal’ theatre trip to see 
Matilda and Thursday they took part in Crucial Crew- an initiative for all year 
6’s across Colchester linked to transition.  What a week Year 6! 
 
Year 2 also enjoyed a trip to Layer Marney Tower and Ms Garton told me they 
were a ‘joy’ throughout.  
 
We have continued hosting open days and evening tours to prospective parents 
of Little Flowers nursery class or for Reception 25-26 places.  It has been 
wonderful to hear often that the parent community is spreading the word to 
family and friends. The nursery is coming up to half full, which is fantastic and 
we do still have those couple of spaces in Reception. Do spread the word and 
share, we are an inclusive school for children of Catholic faith or none. 
 
There is further information in the next few pages including information about 
swimming and staffing for next academic year- I know you’ll be keen to read so 
do read on.  Please continue supporting FOST FEST with donations including 
donating your time to man a stall.  Please do all vote for a teacher to be iced 
but don’t vote for me!  
 
If it turns out to be a soggy weekend do encourage your child to take part in the 
art competition we launched (details repeated below).  I’ve had some 
wonderful entries but we still have plenty of frames to fill. 
 

God Bless- Mrs Maguire 
 

St. Teresa’s Catholic Primary School 
The School is a charitable company limited by guarantee registered in England and Wales. Registered number 8111345. 

 

2nd Half Summer Term 2025 – Friday 6th June 2025  

TERM DATES 2024 – 2025 
 
 

Summer Holidays 2025: 
Break up:  Fri 18th July at 2:30pm 

Mon 21st and Tues 22nd July are non-
pupil days 
 
TERM DATES 2025 – 2026 
 

September 2025: 
Return on: Weds 3rd Sept 
Mon 1st is a non-pupil day 
Tues 2nd is a non-pupil day 
 

October Half Term 2025: 
Break up: Fri 24th October 
Return on:  Mon 3rd November 
 

Christmas Holidays 2025-26 
Break up: Fri 19th December at 2.30pm 

Return on:  Mon 5th January 
 

February Half Term 2026: 
Break up: Fri 13th February 
Return on:  Mon 23rd February 
 

Easter Holidays 2026: 
Break up: Fri 27th March at 2.30pm 
Return on:  Mon 13th April 
 

Friday 1st May is a non-pupil day 
Monday 4th May is a Bank Holiday 
 

May Half Term 2026: 
Break up: Thurs 21st May 

Fri 22nd May is a non-pupil day 
Return on:  Mon 1st June 
 

Summer Holidays 2026: 

Break up:  Fri 17th July at 2.30 pm 
Mon 20th July is a non-pupil day 
 
 
Forthcoming Events: 
 
20th June – Reception class to 
Highwoods Country Park 
 
24th June – Year 4 to West Stow Anglo 
Saxon Village 
 
2nd July – Sports Day 
 
4th July – Year 6 Deanery Day (further 
details to follow) 
 
11th July – Year 1 trip to Walton Beach 
 
17th July – Year 6 Leavers’ Mass at 
6.00pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Last day of this 
academic year 

Early Finish  
at 2.30pm  

on Friday 18th July 
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Certificates 
 

Congratulations to the following recipients of certificates! 
 

 Catholic Social Teaching  Writer of the week Doing Little Things Well  
 

REC  Katie Cara Noah 
Y1  Daniel  Emily Oliver 
Y2  Kunle  Zohra  Leo 
Y3  Amar’e  William  Arlo 
Y4  Henry  Jacque  Sophie 
Y5  Paul Nuala-Rose Alexandra R   
Y6  Mishel Leila (Golden Quill) Charlie 
 

  Intellectual Curiosity Friendship Excellent Manners Resilience  
 

REC  Rosie Harper Gabriel El-Nathan 
Y1  Jacob Matilda Amelia Charlotte 
Y2  Delilah Simisola Fela Grace 
Y3  Alice M Joshua Oscar Myles 
Y4  Jacquan Matilda Erin David 
Y5 Emmi Evangeline Pheonix Amira 
Y6  Rowan Archie  Nahla and Lisa Rowan 
 

Teacher of the week:  Mrs Maguire 

Remember to check 
Seesaw and the website 
for useful information, 

letters and dates! 

Attendance Data 
 

94% and below  94 – 97% 97% and above 
 

 Week before ½ term % This week % 

Reception 96.67 95.67 

Year 1 95.00 94.00 

Year 2 98.00 99.00 

Year 3 96.56 96.25 

Year 4 92.19 97.81 

Year 5 95.31 95.63 

Year 6 97.42 93.00 
 
 

  

Whole School total: 95.85 95.93 
 

Well done to Year 2 for highest attendance this week! 

We are occasionally asked to promote activities/clubs etc. from 
local groups.  Such activities are not quality assured by the school 
and parents should be aware of the need to reassure themselves of 

the quality and safety of the services on offer, for example by 
visiting, looking at inspection reports etc. 

 

After School Club - 3.15 – 6pm 
 
Places for the after school club 
must be booked via your child’s 

ParentPay account.  
 

The cost is £9 per child per 
session  

School Meals 
 

The dinner menus are available 
on the school website and via 

Seesaw 

Breakfast Club 
Breakfast club starts at 7.30am.  

Food will be served until  
8.40am. 

Children will be escorted to class 
up till 8.45am 

Those signed up to UFBC- a 
reminder this is available after 

8:15am ONLY. 
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Catholic Social Teaching Corner 

 
“The Lord God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to till it and keep it.” Genesis 2:15 

 
 

Our Global Assembly focus this week was World Ocean Day which is actually celebrated on 
Sunday 8th June and was led by Mrs Heath.  

We began by focusing on the Catholic Social Teaching that helps us understand why World 
Ocean Day is so important as how we, as stewards of the Gospel, have an important role in 

protecting our oceans. Mrs Heath reminded us that Sofia the Sloth is our role model for 
stewardship and how the following message should resonate with us all as we follow in Jesus’ 

footsteps. 
 

“We are guardians of God’s creation, living sustainably and enhancing the wellbeing of our planet” 
 

We explored how the oceans are being polluted and damaged by humankind and how with 
simple changes to our life styles and putting ocean life at the forefront of our mind we can 
make a difference before it is too late. Mrs Heath shared some pledges that we could make as 
individuals, as a school and as a community to ensure that we do ‘little things’ to make a big 
difference. Pledge ideas included: picking up litter from beaches, saying no to unnecessary 
packaging and plastic bags, avoiding unnecessary use of plastic such as straws and using a 
reusable bottle. The children reflected on how many of them use a water bottle at school and 
how when Year 1 go on their annual trip to the beach, they litter pick and look for microplastic 
to clear up. Mrs Heath reminded us that we are stewards of our Earth, just like the captain of a 
ship and as stewards we must take care of our oceans and the beautiful planet God has 
entrusted to us. It would be wonderful to encourage the children to support recycling at home 
(if they don’t already do so) and to think about how by simply using a reusable water bottle 
reduces plastic in our environment.  

  



 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

  
 
 
 
 

 
   
 

 

 
 

First Holy Communion 
 
Please see below for the First Holy Communion programme 2024/5  
 

Sessions – 9.15am – 10.45 am St. Teresa’s school (pick up from the church) 
 
 

First Holy Communion rehearsal  
Wednesday 18h June 2025  
6.00pm - Group 1    
7.00pm - Group 2 
 

June 21st 2025 - First Holy Communion services at 11am and 2pm  
 

Going Forth Mass – June 29th 2025 at 9.00am   
 

 

Nursery – government funded childcare 
 
We have been advised that applications are open for 30 hours of government-funded childcare for 
September 2025.   
All eligible working parents of children who will be at least nine months old on or before 31 August can now 
apply for 30 hours of government-funded childcare for September 2025 through the government’s childcare 
expansion.  Parents can check their eligibility and apply at Childcare Choices .  
 

Flood Donations 
 
We are so very grateful to the many of you who have asked if you can give a monetary donation to support 
the school following the flood experienced during the half term holiday.  Your kind words and offers of help 
are truly appreciated by everyone at the school. 
 
We do have insurance so please don't feel in anyway obliged to donate, however if you would like to assist, 
we have set up an item on ParentPay which allows you to make a donation to the school.  
For larger donation amounts, you may like to contact the Friends of St Teresa’s on FOST@st-
teresas.essex.sch.uk  as they will be able provide their bank details to you along with a form to claim Gift 
Aid. 
Once again, our heartfelt thanks to you all – your continued support and prayers have made this difficult 
time more bearable. 

https://www.childcarechoices.gov.uk/
mailto:FOST@st-teresas.essex.sch.uk
mailto:FOST@st-teresas.essex.sch.uk


 

  



 

 
 
  



 

National Smile Month 
 
The Community Dental Team are running a competition to coincide with National 
Smile Month to highlight the importance of good oral health.  Anyone aged 6 to 11 
years can enter a short story or poem (full details below). 
 
Please note that the winner will be expected to take part in a certain amount of publicity 
which will include their name and image being used online, in publications and on TV and 
radio.  
 
The closing date for entries is 5pm on 12th June 2025. 
 

  



 
 
 
 
  

Pastoral Focus 
With the summer approaching, Essex Safeguarding Children Board are highlighting their ‘Wise Up To 
Water Safety’ campaign.   
Whether we are running a bath, near ponds and lakes, setting up paddling pools or spending time on 
the beach, their key message is: 
 

Never Leave Children Unattended Around Water 
 
More information about keeping safe near water is available on the ESCB website at: 
escb.co.uk/about/campaigns/water-safety 
 



 



 

  



 

  



 

  



 
  



 

 


