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Dear Parents, Carers and Friends, 
 

We began the week thinking about the many ways Jesus 
described himself.  He told his followers, ‘I am the bread 
of life’, ‘I am the light of the world’ and ‘I am the good 
shepherd’.  We thought especially about what he meant 
by being a good shepherd and we listened to the parable 
about the lost sheep. The shepherd of a flock of a 
hundred sheep notices that one of them is missing.  He 
leaves the other ninety-nine and goes in search of the 
missing one. Jesus uses the story to illustrate that he 
would never give up on us.  This is why he is a good 
shepherd. Dear Jesus, thank you that you know our 
names, you care for us, you know the dangers we can face 
and that you never want any of us to become lost.  
 

It’s been quite a week for Year 6 this week as they completed their national 
curriculum tests, also known as SATs!  Our Year 6 have shown such maturity 
in how they have approached the week.  Everyone has remained calm and 
positive, everyone has absolutely given their all and more.  That, I know, is 
all we could ever ask for. Year 6 we are so very proud of you all.  I should 
also say thank you to all the staff and governors who have supported the 
overseeing and administration of SATs because that’s not an easy job either!  
It was my absolute pleasure to hand out the Year 6 leavers’ hoodies at 
assembly this afternoon.  These can be worn for the remainder of the 
academic year in place of a school jumper/cardigan.  
 

Year 6 would want me to say a special thank you to the rest of the school 
who have be very supportive, keeping noise to a minimum during test 
windows, having altered breaktimes without complaint and showing no fuss 
about the variety of changes and alterations we have to make during the 
SATs. Thank you everyone for supporting Year 6 this week. 
 

The Director of Education from Brentwood Diocese, Robert Simpson, visited 
our school on Tuesday.  It was a pleasure to show Mr Simpson around.  He 
was very impressed in particular with the Year 5 writers who had been sent 
to my office to share some amazing writing.  Year 5 writers- you know who 
you are! 
 

FOST- do read on to find out about the ice-bucket challenge and all things 
FOST FEST and fundraising!  
 

Classroom reshuffle- on the second page of this newsletter is further 
information of how classrooms will be reshuffled to accommodate our 
nursery class in September.  More details on staffing will follow after half-
term. 
 

Best wishes to Year 3 First Holy Communion children who are taking part in a 
retreat day this weekend.  We continue to keep you all in our prayers. 
 

Finally, let’s finish with some lovely news - Ms Garton was able to share with 
her class this week that she is expecting a baby, due in autumn.  
Congratulations Ms Garton!   
 

Well done to all our certificate winners and to Year 2’s 100% attendance.  I 
am also really pleased to see all classes at 96% or above – well done everyone 
keep it up! 
 

Have a wonderful weekend. God Bless, Mrs Maguire 
 

St. Teresa’s Catholic Primary School 
The School is a charitable company limited by guarantee registered in England and Wales. Registered number 8111345. 

 

1st Half Summer Term 2025 – Friday 16th May 2025  

TERM DATES 2024 – 2025 
 
 

May Half Term 2025: 
Break up: Fri 23rd May 
Return on:  Mon 2nd June 
 

Summer Holidays 2025: 
Break up:  Fri 18th July at 2:30pm 
Mon 21st and Tues 22nd July are non-
pupil days 
 
TERM DATES 2025 – 2026 
 

September 2025: 

Return on: Weds 3rd Sept 
Mon 1st is a non-pupil day 
Tues 2nd is a non-pupil day 
 

October Half Term 2025: 

Break up: Fri 24th October 
Return on:  Mon 3rd November 
 

Christmas Holidays 2025-26 
Break up: Fri 19th December at 2.30pm 

Return on:  Mon 5th January 
 

February Half Term 2026: 

Break up: Fri 13th February 
Return on:  Mon 23rd February 
 

Easter Holidays 2026: 

Break up: Fri 27th March at 2.30pm 
Return on:  Mon 13th April 
 

Friday 1st May is a non-pupil day 
Monday 4th May is a Bank Holiday 
 

May Half Term 2026: 
Break up: Thurs 21st May 
Fri 22nd May is a non-pupil day 
Return on:  Mon 1st June 
 

Summer Holidays 2026: 
Break up:  Fri 17th July at 2.30 pm 

Mon 20th July is a non-pupil day 
 
 
Forthcoming Events: 
 
Tuesday 3rd June: 
Y2 Trip to Layer Marney Tower 
 
Wednesday 4th June: 
Y6 Trip to the theatre in London 
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Classroom Locations 2025-26 
 
I've received questions about where our nursery will be based next year and what that means for other classes, hopefully 
this will help clarify the plan! 
 
We’re delighted to let you know about some exciting developments at St Teresa’s as we prepare for the launch of our 
brand-new nursery class this September! Thanks to a successful government capital bid, we’ve been awarded funding to 
create a dedicated nursery space within our existing school building. The grant is specifically for refurbishment rather 
than new build work, so we’ve taken time to carefully plan how best to adapt our current layout.  
 
As some of you may know, St Teresa’s was previously a one-and-a-half form entry school, which has left us with a few 
spare classrooms in recent years. We’re now in the wonderful position of being able to use these spaces to support our 
expansion. Here’s what’s planned:  
 

 Next year’s Year 1 class will move into the current resources room, giving them direct access to an outdoor space 
and greater opportunities for continuous provision.  

 Year 2 will be based in what is currently the Year 1 classroom. This means that our KS1 classes will once again be 
located side by side, supporting a more cohesive and connected flow across the phase.  

 Reception will move into the current Year 2 room, which will be refurbished with improved access and an outdoor 
area as part of the government-funded work.  

 Our new nursery class will be based in the current Reception classroom, which will be redesigned and upgraded 
both internally and externally to suit the needs of younger children. 

 KS2 classrooms remain unchanged 
 

This thoughtful reorganisation will mean our entire Early Years provision – nursery and Reception – will sit together in one 
part of the school, and Year 1 and 2 will be placed side-by-side, helping us to create an engaging and nurturing 
environment for all our youngest learners.  
 
We couldn’t be more excited about the positive impact these changes will bring. We’ve got a busy summer of building and 
refurbishment ahead – but we’re so looking forward to the transformation and to welcoming our very first nursery 
children, and our new Reception pupils in September!  
 
Thank you, as always, for your ongoing support.  

 
 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Certificates 
 

Congratulations to the following recipients of certificates! 
 

 Catholic Social Teaching  Writer of the week Doing Little Things Well  
 

REC  Brooklyn Edward Harry 
Y1  Jacob  Piniru Jesse 
Y2  Adrian  Fela  Samantha  
Y3  Oscar  Marina  Ethan   
Y4  Adriana  Alex (Golden Quill)  Henry 
Y5  Amira Josie Tallulah 
 

  Intellectual Curiosity Friendship Excellent Manners Resilience  
 

REC  Benjy El-Nathan Felix Cara  
Y1  Theo Noah Irene Logan 
Y2  Zohra Augustus Clementine Delilah 
Y3  William Holly Arlo Kayne 
Y4  Blake Nylah  Sia 
Y5  Christopher Oscar B Jessica Harriet 
 

Y6 all received a special certificate as each and every one of them have shown all of the above attributes 
this week. 
 

Teacher of the week:  Miss East 

Remember to check 
Seesaw and the website 
for useful information, 

letters and dates! 

Attendance Data 
 

94% and below  94 – 97% 97% and above 
 

 Last week % This week % 

Reception 96.25 96.00 

Year 1 97.92 97.67 

Year 2 96.25 100 

Year 3 97.66 99.69 

Year 4 99.22 96.56 

Year 5 96.88 97.81 

Year 6 99.19 99.03 
 
 

  

Whole School total: 97.64 98.11 
 

Well done to Year 2 for highest attendance this week – 100%! 

We are occasionally asked to promote activities/clubs etc. from 
local groups.  Such activities are not quality assured by the school 
and parents should be aware of the need to reassure themselves of 

the quality and safety of the services on offer, for example by 
visiting, looking at inspection reports etc. 

 

After School Club - 3.15 – 6pm 
 
Places for the after school club 
must be booked via your child’s 

ParentPay account.  
 

The cost is £9 per child per 
session  

School Meals 
 

The dinner menus are available 
on the school website and via 

Seesaw 

Breakfast Club 
Breakfast club starts at 7.30am.  

Food will be served until  
8.40am. 

Children will be escorted to class 
up till 8.45am 

Those signed up to UFBC- a 
reminder this is available after 

8:15am ONLY. 
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Catholic Social Teaching Corner 
Walk to School Week 
“We are guardians of God’s creation,  
living sustainably and enhancing the  

wellbeing of our planet.”  
Pope Francis, Laudato Si’ 

 
 

Our Global Assembly focus this week was all about Walk to School Week which is a National 
challenge that takes place next week. Children and adults are encouraged to walk to school for 

lots of different reasons. Next week our daily focuses as we walk to school will be nature, 
movement, happiness, friendship and community. Walk to School week also helps us to look 

after our planet, just like Pope Francis asked us to do in Laudato Si’. By walking or wheeling to 
school, we are stopping the build up of traffic, exploring the natural world around us and 

stopping pollution. Children and staff are encouraged to walk or wheel to school, even if just a 
little bit more than they usually would (parking a short distance away from school if walking 
from home is not possible) and collecting stickers each day. We learned that children should 
have 60 minutes of exercise daily and that exercise helps us in so many different ways. Both 
Sofia the Sloth and Patariki the Penguin helped us remember that we are responsible for our 

common home and by working together we can do great things! 
 

“When each separate part works as it should, the whole body grows  

and builds itself up through love.” 

Ephesians 4:16 

Each class has been given a special pack with a poster to remind them of the daily focus, a 
space for children who have taken part to write their name or draw a picture and stickers which 
they can collect throughout the week. It would be amazing if every child and staff member in 
the school walked at least once to school next week. Perhaps they could walk with their friends 
on a walking bus (line of children walking and talking) or perhaps they could use their scooter 
or bicycle to wheel to school. Joining in with this is a way to do a little thing to help make the 
world, a precious gift from God a cleaner, healthier common home. 
 

Loving God,  
We believe that the world is for everyone. 
We thank you for the gift of Creation. 
Help us to take care of the planet  
and all people who live on it. 
Lord in your mercy 
Hear our prayer 
  



 

 
 
 

 

 

  
 
 
 
 

 
   
 

 

 
 
  



 

First Holy Communion 
 
Please see below for the First Holy Communion programme 2024/5  
 

Sessions – 9.15am – 10.45 am St. Teresa’s school (pick up from the church) 
 

Communion  
17/5/25 - Retreat 10 -2pm (children to bring a packed lunch) 
 

First Holy Communion rehearsal  
Wednesday 18h June 2025  
6.00pm - Group 1    
7.00pm - Group 2 
 

June 21st 2025 - First Holy Communion services at 11am and 2pm  
 

Going Forth Mass – June 29th 2025 at 9.00am   
 

 

Safeguarding Information 
 

We have been asked to share information about an updated illustrated guide, an animated video and details 
of a toolkit for children, young people and families, and practitioners working with them which can be 
accessed via the link below: 
 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/681b42043f1c73824ee3e4f0/Children_and_young_person_
guide_to_working_together_to_safeguard_children.pdf  

Class Photographs 
 
All children should have brought home a proof card for the class photographs that were  
taken recently. 
 
Please see the message below from the photographers: 
 
The deadline date to order photos online, with the free delivery option back to the school, is Wednesday 
21st May.  
 
If parents are in a particular hurry to get their photos extra quick, we do have an instant digital 
download option for the individual photos, plus a home delivery service that we guarantee to dispatch 
within 5 days of receiving the order.  
 
If anyone needs help with their order online, they are welcome to contact us directly on 01394 383944. 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/681b42043f1c73824ee3e4f0/Children_and_young_person_guide_to_working_together_to_safeguard_children.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/681b42043f1c73824ee3e4f0/Children_and_young_person_guide_to_working_together_to_safeguard_children.pdf


 



 

  



 

 
 



 



 

  



 



 

  



 
  



 
 
 

  

As a local school of FITC Academy, we want to reward every student with a 15% discount off of the 
camps. 

To take advantage of this, simply click on the below link and type in discount code MLG548 
https://fitc-academy.classforkids.io  This code will be active until 16th May 2025. 

 

https://fitc-academy.classforkids.io/


 

  



 

 



 

 



 

  



 
 
  



 
 

  



 

 



 

 


