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Dear Parents, Carers and Friends 
 

This week we have had a range of collective worship - in class-
based celebration of the word, we thought about Mary and 
continued the theme into ‘Praise’ assembly as we focused on 
celebrating Our Lady during the month of May.   
 

In our Global assemblies we thought about the election of the new Pope, joining 
a live stream straight from Vatican City and in the afternoon Mrs Burrows led us 
in highlighting ‘deaf awareness week’ with the key message of ‘never leaving 
anyone out’ and accepting difference. Mrs Lewis ended the week exploring the 
significance of VE day and the importance of peace in our world.  Quite the 
range of topics!   
It’s comforting to know that God can be found in all things. 
 
Despite another short week we have crammed a lot in!  In sporting news football 
has top and tailed the week with our boys’ football team facing Prettygate away 
on Tuesday and our girls playing away to Montgomery today.  Year 1 and 2 
representatives attended a fun run today at the northern gateway.  Ms Garton 
tells me they were determined, focused runners- they certainly wore their 
medals with pride leaving school this afternoon. As always, all children that 
represent the school make us so very proud. 
 
FOST- this week FOST met with the Senior Leadership Team to discuss the 
upcoming FOST FEST.  Fundraising will focus largely on enriching playtimes and 
outdoor learning which benefits every child. We know we would like to update 
the aging KS1 and KS2 playground areas and we have lots of other ideas on how 
to enhance playtimes.  These are big ticket items and therefore we will need the 
whole community to come together to make the FOST FEST (and other events) a 
success.  Details of FOST FEST, including how to help and get involved, are 
within the newsletter overleaf.  Look out for more information next week - 
especially about the teachers who have nominated themselves to potentially 
face the ice-bucket challenge!! 
 
Nursery- we are…finally… LIVE!  Having been a dream for quite some time we 
are now finally (thanks to a Herculean effort from many staff) taking admissions 
for our nursery provision opening in September.  Please share the word and 
direct people to the new nursery pages on our school website.   
 
Admissions and tours- we are currently full in all year groups and hold waiting 
lists in many classes however we do still have four spaces in next year’s 
Reception class available.  We would love to fill these spaces before our 
transition days take place later next month so please spread the word.  We have 
a series of tours/open days detailed overleaf. 
 
Upcoming dates- Sports day: Wednesday 2nd July- morning of flat races followed 
by a family picnic and early finish if desired!   
 

Wishing you all a lovely weekend - God Bless – Mrs Maguire 

St. Teresa’s Catholic Primary School 
The School is a charitable company limited by guarantee registered in England and Wales. Registered number 8111345. 

 

1st Half Summer Term 2025 – Friday 9th May 2025  

TERM DATES 2024 – 2025 
 
 

May Half Term 2025: 
Break up: Fri 23rd May 
Return on:  Mon 2nd June 
 

Summer Holidays 2025: 
Break up:  Fri 18th July at 2:30pm 
Mon 21st and Tues 22nd July are non-
pupil days 
 
TERM DATES 2025 – 2026 
 

September 2025: 

Return on: Weds 3rd Sept 
Mon 1st is a non-pupil day 
Tues 2nd is a non-pupil day 
 

October Half Term 2025: 
Break up: Fri 24th October 
Return on:  Mon 3rd November 
 

Christmas Holidays 2025-26 
Break up: Fri 19th December at 2.30pm 

Return on:  Mon 5th January 
 

February Half Term 2026: 
Break up: Fri 13th February 
Return on:  Mon 23rd February 
 

Easter Holidays 2026: 

Break up: Fri 27th March at 2.30pm 
Return on:  Mon 13th April 
 

Friday 1st May is a non-pupil day 
Monday 4th May is a Bank Holiday 
 

May Half Term 2026: 
Break up: Thurs 21st May 
Fri 22nd May is a non-pupil day 
Return on:  Mon 1st June 
 

Summer Holidays 2026: 
Break up:  Fri 17th July at 2.30 pm 

Mon 20th July is a non-pupil day 
 
 
Forthcoming Events: 
 
12th – 18th May: 
KS2 SATS week 
 
Tuesday 3rd June: 
Y2 Trip – details to be confirmed 
 
Wednesday 4th June: 
Y6 Trip to the theatre in London 
 
Week Beginning 16th June: 
Sports Week 
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Certificates 
 

Congratulations to the following recipients of certificates! 
 
 Catholic Social Teaching  Writer of the week Doing Little Things Well  
 

REC  Isaac  Katie Luca 
Y1  Keira  Casper Aurelijus 
Y2  Grace  Henry  Felicity 
Y3  Toby  Laila  Ethan 
Y4  Michaiah  Harry  Ambrose 
Y5  Freddie Margherita (Golden Quill) Silvia-Grace 
Y6  Marcus  Lisa  Amber-Mai 
 
  Intellectual Curiosity Friendship Excellent Manners Resilience  
 

REC  Victoria Boaz Ella Rosie 
Y1  Alicia Logan Joyelaa Amelia 
Y2  Fela  Charlie Edward Alice 
Y3  Halsten Cormac Arthur Silouanos 
Y4  Jacque Alexis Jacquan Henry 
Y5  Millie Pheonix Oscar B Jacob T 
Y6  Erin Alexander Gabriel Isabella 
 

Remember to check 
Seesaw and the website 
for useful information, 

letters and dates! 

Attendance Data 
 

94% and below  94 – 97% 97% and above 
 

 Last week % This week % 

Reception 97.92 96.25 

Year 1 97.08 97.92 

Year 2 94.17 96.25 

Year 3 96.48 97.66 

Year 4 91.02 99.22 

Year 5 97.27 96.88 

Year 6 95.97 99.19 
 
 

  

Whole School total: 95.68 97.64 
 

Well done to Year 4 for highest attendance this week! 

We are occasionally asked to promote activities/clubs etc. from 
local groups.  Such activities are not quality assured by the school 
and parents should be aware of the need to reassure themselves of 

the quality and safety of the services on offer, for example by 
visiting, looking at inspection reports etc. 

 

After School Club - 3.15 – 6pm 
 
Places for the after school club 
must be booked via your child’s 

ParentPay account.  
 

The cost is £9 per child per 
session  

School Meals 
 

The dinner menus are available 
on the school website and via 

Seesaw 

Breakfast Club 
Breakfast club starts at 7.30am.  

Food will be served until  
8.40am. 

Children will be escorted to class 
up till 8.45am 

Those signed up to UFBC- a 
reminder this is available after 

8:15am ONLY. 
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LIVE ASSEMBLY FROM ST PETER’S SQUARE  
“Upon this rock I will build my church … I will give you the keys of the kingdom of the heavens…” 

 Matthew 16:18-19 
 

 
 

On Thursday we joined other schools from around the country to join a live assembly from 
Vatican City with Greg and Gabe from Mark 10 Mission. They explained why they were in St 
Peter’s Square and what was happening that was so special and important. They told us all 
about the Sistine Chapel and the Cardinals who have been given the important job of choosing 
the next pope. On Wednesday night, black smoke billowed from the chimney which indicated 
that a pope had not been chosen. Greg explained that only white smoke rising from the chimney 
will indicate a new pope, a new father. The Latin words ‘Habemus papam’ will be said by one 
of the top cardinals on the papal balcony and then the world will wait to see who has been 
chosen to lead the Catholic church. Greg shared the gospel reading from Matthew in which 
Jesus said ‘You are Peter and on this rock I will build my church’ and asked us to reflect on how 
the Cardinals in the Sistine chapel are choosing the next rock for Jesus to build his church on. 
Greg and Gabe asked us to join together to pray the Holy Spirit prayer and perhaps, you could 
say this at home and pray for who we now know has been chosen to be our next pope, Pope 
Leo XIV.  

 

 

Come Holy Spirit 
Come Holy Spirit 
Come Holy Spirit 

 



 

POPE LEO XIV 
‘Habemus papam’ 

 
Faithful God,  

You guide us on the path of life 

and your goodness is our constant companion. 

Be with your new Shepherd, Pope Leo XIV 

in his service of the Church. 

Fill him with the power of your Spirit, 

the peace of your presence 

and the compassion of Christ. 

May he walk with you,  

in wisdom and humility,  

and lead us, together with all God’s people, 

to embody your love for the world. 

  



 
 

  

 
 
 
 

  



 

 
   

 

 

 
 
  



 
  

First Holy Communion 
 
Please see below for the First Holy Communion programme 2024/5  
 

Sessions – 9.15am – 10.45 am St. Teresa’s school (pick up from the church) 
 

Communion  
17/5/25 - Retreat 10 -2pm (children to bring a packed lunch) 
 

First Holy Communion rehearsal  
Wednesday 18h June 2025  
6.00pm - Group 1    
7.00pm - Group 2 
 

June 21st 2025 - First Holy Communion services at 11am and 2pm  
 

Going Forth Mass – June 29th 2025 at 9.00am   
 

 

St Mary’s School Year 7 Scholarships 
 
 
 
Please see details of our Scholarships 
Information Evening on Thursday 15 
May, 6pm-7pm at St Mary’s Senior 
School.  
 
We would be delighted if any parents of 
pupils in Years 3-5 could attend to find out 
more about our Scholarships programme. 
Places for this event can be reserved 
following the link below: 
https://stmaryscolchester.org.uk/visit-us/  
 

https://stmaryscolchester.org.uk/visit-us/


 



 

  



 

  



 
 
  

As a local school of FITC Academy, we want to reward every student with a 15% discount off of the 
camps. 

To take advantage of this, simply click on the below link and type in discount code MLG548 
https://fitc-academy.classforkids.io  This code will be active until 16th May 2025. 

 

https://fitc-academy.classforkids.io/


 

 



 

 



 

  



 
 
  



 
 

  



 

 


