
 

 

 

    
Dear Parents, Carers and Friends, 

 
We began the week with collective 
worship thinking about Jesus reading from 
the scriptures in the temple at Nazareth- 
Jesus read, ‘the Spirit of the Lord is on 
me, because he anointed me to preach 
good news to the poor’.   
Jesus declared after the reading that, ‘today as you listen the scripture has 
been fulfilled.’  We thought about what it was to preach good news to the 
poor- we thought about how we as Christians represent Jesus now on earth 
and how by living our lives in His example we in turn are preaching good news 
to the poor. 
 

We listened to this Scripture reading again at our start of term whole school 
mass on Tuesday where we began our journey as pilgrims of hope this jubilee 
year.  We heard about the significance of the jubilee year- where every 25 
years a theme is chosen by the Pope for us to focus upon.  In a jubilee year 
we set aside time to reset our relationship with God, with each other and 
with the earth.  We asked for God’s blessing this jubilee year upon our 
school.  
 

We’ve had a number of other assemblies this week- in addition to our usual 
Praise collective worship we were visited by Rory from ‘i-Rock band’ who 
brought in lots of different instruments and shared with the children what 
they were and how they worked. He chose some children at random and they 
learned in the space of 10 minutes how to play in a band! By the end of the 
assembly all of the children were thoroughly enjoying singing “We Will Rock 
You”, accompanied by the drums, guitar and keyboard! We certainly have a 
wonderful group of musicians here at St. Teresa’s! Further details can be 
found in the letter overleaf. 
 

On Thursday we used our Catholic Social Teaching assembly to celebrate 
participation by learning about Chinese New Year. Please read the Catholic 
Social Teaching Corner page to find out more!  There are also some lovely 
pictures overleaf as well – do have a look. 
 

Today Mr Smith took a group of Year 3/4 pupils to participate in an Archery 
tournament.  I’m told they were fantastic sports ambassadors for our school.   
 

I wrote this week to parents that use our breakfast club and wrap-around 
care to share some changes to our provisions- I attach a copy of the letter 
overleaf to keep everyone informed. We will be beginning an earlier 
Breakfast Club arrival window of 7:30am after February half term.  We have 
also reviewed our prices which again are published within the letter for your 
information.  
 

It was wonderful last week to award some new certificates to pupils in our 
weekly celebration assembly.  We have decided to take a break from our 
regular merit certificates and are looking at areas to celebrate such as- 
‘writer of the week’ and ‘doing little things well’.  I look forward to finding 
out who has been chosen this week.   
 

Well done on the best attendance this week to Year 1 and our Team Point 
winners St Francis. 
 

God Bless, Mrs Maguire 

 
 
 
 

St. Teresa’s Catholic Primary School 
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1st Half Spring Term 2025 – Friday 31st January 2025  

Term Dates 2024 – 2025 
 
February Half Term 2025: 
Break up: Fri 14th February 

Return on:  Mon 24th February 
 
Easter Holidays 2025: 
Break up: Fri 4th April at 2:30pm 

Return on:  Tues 22nd April 
 
Friday 2nd May is a non-pupil day 
Monday 5th May is a Bank Holiday 
 
May Half Term 2025: 
Break up: Fri 23rd May 
Return on:  Mon 2nd June 

 
Summer Holidays 2025: 
Break up:  Fri 18th July at 2:30pm 
Mon 21st and Tues 22nd July are non-
pupil days 

 
Term Dates 2025 – 2026 

 

September 2025: 
Return on: Weds 3rd Sept 
Mon 1st is a non-pupil day 
Tues 2nd is a non-pupil day 
 
October Half Term 2025: 
Break up: Fri 24th October 
Return on:  Mon 3rd November 

 
Christmas Holidays 2025-26 
Break up: Fri 19th December 
Return on:  Mon 5th January 

 
February Half Term 2026: 
Break up: Fri 13th February 
Return on:  Mon 23rd February 

 
Easter Holidays 2026: 
Break up: Fri 27th March 
Return on:  Mon 13th April 

 
Friday 1st May is a non-pupil day 
Monday 4th May is a Bank Holiday 
 
May Half Term 2026: 
Break up: Thurs 21st May 
Fri 22nd May is a non-pupil day 
Return on:  Mon 1st June 

 
Summer Holidays 2026: 
Break up:  Fri 17th July 
Mon 20th July is a non-pupil day 
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Remember to check 
Seesaw and the website 
for useful information, 

letters and dates! 

Attendance Data 
 

94% and below  94 – 97% 97% and above 
 

 Last week of 
autumn term % 

This week % 

Reception 98.67 96.00 

Year 1 95.33 99.33 

Year 2 96.33 98.00 

Year 3 96.25 96.88 

Year 4 96.88 91.25 

Year 5 91.25 95.63 

Year 6 95.63 98.44 
 
 

  

Whole School total: 95.73 96.47 
 

Well done to Year 1 for highest attendance this week! 

We are occasionally asked to promote activities/clubs etc. from 
local groups.  Such activities are not quality assured by the school 
and parents should be aware of the need to reassure themselves of 

the quality and safety of the services on offer, for example by 
visiting, looking at inspection reports etc. 

 

After School Club - 3.15 – 6pm 
 
Places for the after school club 
must be booked via the school 

office. 

School Meals 
 

The dinner menus are available 
on the school website and via 

Seesaw 

Breakfast Club 
Breakfast club starts at 8.00am.  

Food will be served until  
8.20am only.   

Children will be escorted to class 
at 8.40am 

Certificates 
 
 

Congratulations to the first recipients of our new certificates! 
 

 
   Catholic Social Teaching Writer of the week  Doing Little Things Well  
 

REC   Boaz    El-Nathan   Sofia 
Y1   Matilda   Theo    Daniel 
Y2   Clementine   James    Adrian 
Y3       Kayne    Trinity 
Y4   Kasinma   Jacquan   Blake 
Y5   Harriet    Josie    Miguel 
Y6   Nahla    Mishel    Nkenna 
 
   Intellectual Curiosity  Friendship  Good Manners Resilience  
 

REC   Felix    Sophie   Katie   Finley 
Y1   Aurelijus   Adrian   Noah   Jesse 
Y2   Irene    Samantha  Eliyanah  Cora 
Y3   Elijah    Halsten  Darell   Amelia 
Y4   Michaiah   Charlotte M  Nylah   Jacque 
Y5   Matilda   Millie   Oscar C  Eva 
Y6   Lisa    Lewis   Rowan   Mason 
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  The Golden Quill 

 
We are so excited to share that we are now in the second week of 

awarding the Golden Quill trophy in school. One pupil is chosen each 
week to receive this prestigious award because they have gone above 
and beyond in their writing. This might be for their hard work and 

determination, or their focus on handwriting or spelling, or they have 
simply produced a fabulous piece of writing that ticks all the boxes for 
that task. The lucky pupil gets to keep the trophy on their desk for a 

week as a reminder of their special achievement. Please do check in with 
your children to find out who has won this week and why! 

 

 
 



 

  



 

Catholic Social Teaching Corner 
CHINESE NEW YEAR 

恭喜发财  

“May you be happy and prosperous.”  

“When each separate part works as it should, the whole body grows and builds itself up through love.” 
Ephesians 4:16 

 
We followed the example of Patariki the Penguin and thought about the society we live in and that we have 
the right and duty to participate in it. This week we focused on Chinese New Year and learned about the 
customs and traditions of those who celebrate it. Avryn Keira, Spark, Ambrose and Charlotte helped me to 
share lots of facts about Chinese New Year, they taught us some greetings and explained some of the 
fantastic traditions including receiving money wallets, candy boxes and spending time with family. It was 
fascinating to learn about different ways of celebrating New Year and how Chinese New Year is not on a 
fixed date each year, but when there is a new moon usually either in January or February. We learned about 
the animals in the Chinese Zodiac and Reception class, who have been focusing on Chinese New Year all 
week, brought along their focus book – The Great Race, the story of how the animals of the Chinese Zodiac 
were chosen. Opening your mind to learn new things and explore other cultural traditions allows you to 
embrace others and have an understanding of difference, being a fully rounded member of society. The 
children were amazing listeners and I heard lots of discussions in and around the school after the assembly 
with the children sharing what traditions they enjoyed learning about.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
May God guard us and keep us in safety and comfort  
and in health and strength,  
sending us nothing but good.  
May God send down so many blessings that the day  
is not long enough for them all.  
Amen 
 



 

 
  
 

   
        
  

 
 
  
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

CHINESE NEW YEAR 



 
  

Galilee to Jerusalem Celebration 
  

We would like to invite you in to school to share in our learning of the third 
branch in our ‘To Know You More Clearly’ RED curriculum. 

  
The timings for the sessions are as follows: 
  
Reception - Wednesday 12th February - 2.45pm 

Year 1 - Thursday 13th February - 2.45pm 

Year 2- Thursday 13th February - 2.45pm 

Year 3 - Wednesday 12th February - 9.00am 

Year 4 - Wednesday 12th February - 9.00am 

Year 5 - Thursday 13th February - 2.45pm 

Year 6 - Thursday 13th February - 9.00am 

  
The children look forward to sharing their learning and their amazing books with 

you. 
 

Ash Wednesday Mass 
 

 
You are all most welcome to join us for our Ash Wednesday Mass which will take place 
on Wednesday 5th March at 10.00 am in the church. 
 
 
 
 



 

First Holy Communion 
 
Please see below for the First Holy Communion programme 2024/5  
 

Sessions – 9.15am – 10.45 am St. Teresa’s school (pick up from the church) 
 

Communion  
1/2/25 - We walk with Jesus 
1/3/25 - We learn about the mass & we share God’s word. 
22/3/25 - We give thanks & we remember and celebrate. 
26/4/25 - We share the bread of life. 
17/5/25 - Retreat 10 -2pm (children to bring a packed lunch) 
 

First Holy communion rehearsal  
Wednesday 18h June 2025  
6.00pm - Group 1    
7.00pm - Group 2 
 

June 21st 2025 - First Holy Communion services at 11am and 2pm  
 

Going Forth Mass – June 29th 2025 at 9.00am   
 

 

Reconciliation 
 

Congratulations to all of the children who made their first 
Reconciliation on Friday 17th January at a special service in the 
Church. 
 
We will continue to keep all of the children who are preparing to 
make their Firs Holy Communion in June, in our prayers as they 
continue to prepare for this very special Sacrament. 

Archery Competition 
 

Today four of our pupils from Years 3 and 4 took part in an archery competition at Thurstable School.  
They had a wonderful time, learning lots of new skills and they all represented St. Teresa’s admirably 
showing excellent sportsmanship. 
Thank you to Mr Smith and Mrs Benton for accompanying the children today. 
 



 
  Number Day 2025 

 
Celebrate all things number with us on Friday 7th February by dressing up as a number! Be as creative as 
you like, it could be a football shirt with a number on, a decorated t-shirt with your favourite numbers 
on or perhaps you could even dress up as a domino, numicon or number block! Your class teachers will be 
exploring numbers with you in class as well as a maths competition and a maths trail at school. 
 



 
 
 
 

Colchester United Girls Pathway Open Trial! 🌟  

🌟  Due to popular demand, we're excited to host another Colchester United Girls Pathway Open 

Trial! 🌟  

📅  Date: Friday 21st February 2025 

⏰  Time: 4:30-6:00 PM (Registration from 4:15 PM) 

👧  Who: Girls in School Years 2-11 

💻  Register here: 

U7/8 (Year2/3) – https://colchester-united-cf.classforkids.io/info/2030  
U9/10 (Year 4/5) – https://colchester-united-cf.classforkids.io/info/2031  
U11/12 (Year 6/7) – https://colchester-united-cf.classforkids.io/info/2032  
U13/14 (Year 8/9) – https://colchester-united-cf.classforkids.io/info/2033  
U15/16 (Year 10/11) – https://colchester-united-cf.classforkids.io/info/2034  
Goalkeepers (Year 2-11) – https://colchester-united-cf.classforkids.io/info/2035  
Don’t miss this amazing opportunity to showcase your talent and be part of something special. 

Register now before spaces are gone! 💙 ⚽   

Spread the word to any players who might be interested—we’d love to see them there! 
 

Please don’t hesitate to contact Niamh.gamble@colchesterunited.net for more details.  
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Attendance / Illness 
 
Please be aware that as part of the statutory attendance guidance that came into effect last term, 
Working Together to Improve School Attendance (DfE, August 2024) places a requirement on schools to 
submit a sickness return where pupils of compulsory school age have been recorded as code I (illness) for 
15 days either consecutively or cumulatively. The purpose of the return is to help both schools and the LA 
to agree any provision that is required to ensure continuity of education.  Please be advised if your child 
has recorded this number of illnesses to date then this data will be shared with the local authority. 
 
 



 

Rotary Young Writer 
Competition 

 
We are delighted to share the 
information about the Rotary 

Young Writer Competition with 
you. 

An information pack with full 
details about the competition 
has been shared via Seesaw 

today. 
 

All children have been given a 
paper entry sheet today for the 

Rotary Young Writer 
competition if they would like 

to enter.  Spare copies are 
available from the school office 

if you need one. 
 

Entries must be returned 
directly to school by Friday 7th 

February at the latest. 
 

Good luck everyone! 



 

  



 



 



 

  



 
   



 
 
 
  



 



 

  



 

 
 
  



 

  



 

  
St Helena Hospice Hero Run 

 
Hero Run returns on Sunday 23rd March. Dress up as YOUR hero and join Saunders, our mascot, for the 2km family fun run, or race 5km or 10km to support 
St Helena Hospice! 
 

Adults run for free with children registering for the Family 2km. We will have stalls including fun activities such ‘hulk smash’ and ‘wet sponge throwing’, 
plus we will have music, food and lots to keep everyone entertained.   
 

Your hero could be anyone, whether that’s a superhero, sports icon, a family member, a doctor or nurse... after all, not all heroes wear capes! All ages 
are welcome and the event is open to all ages.  
 

Your participation means more local people can access the St Helena services they need to make their own choices and live with dignity, regardless of 
diagnosis or personal circumstances. 
 

The event takes place at Colchester Sports Park on Sunday 23rd March with first race commencing at 10am. Below is a link to our website for further 
information and registration.   
 



 

 
  



 

 
  

As a local school of FITC Academy, we have been given a code for a 10% discount off of the 
camps.  

To take advantage of this, simply click on the below link and type in discount code DZL772  

https://fitc -academy.classforkids.io   

This code will be active until 31st January 2025.  

 

https://fitc-academy.classforkids.io/


 

 

Dear Parent/Guardian, 
It brings me great joy to inform you that our highly anticipated 5-star holiday camps are returning this February half-term! Designed for children in year 1 to 6, our multi-

activity camps provide a diverse range of sports, games and arts/crafts. To join the fun, please click the following link:  https://www.premier-education.com/holiday-
camps/ 

See what happens at on our holiday camps by watching this short video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AzvUhizaLWc 
Where are we? 
King's Ford Infant School, Colchester 
Lawford Primary School 

*Tax-free childcare vouchers accepted here. For more information on childcare vouchers, please click the following link: https://info.premier-
education.com/en/help/childcare-funding 

A holiday club you can trust. We’re rated ‘Excellent’ on Trustpilot with over 22,375 reviews! https://uk.trustpilot.com/review/premier-education.com 

To join the fun, click the following link: https://www.premier-education.com/holiday-camps/ 
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