
 

 

 

    
Dear Parents, Carers and Friends, 
 
We were about the begin the week in the usual way with collective worship 
when I was asked to take a telephone call from His Majesty’s Inspectorate 
Ofsted!   
Worship was handed over to Mrs Dyball who expertly 
took over, telling the children about Jesus’ first 
miracle at the wedding of Cana.  Mrs Dyball read 
from scripture with some willing role play support- 
the children were amazed to see water poured into a 
wine jug, come out again but turned to wine!  This 
miracle showed Jesus as the Son of God- Mary his 
mother encouraged him and the school prayed to 
Mary knowing that, as she did at Cana, she could 
appeal to her son Jesus on our behalf. 
 
Meanwhile…back in my office I was busy scribbling down instructions and talking 
to His Majesty’s Inspector about this wonderful school.  The Senior Leadership 
Team assembled and assisted me on this 90-minute telephone call- it was then 
left to inform the wider staff, governors, pupils and you, parents. 
 
By the afternoon it was time to inform the children that we were going to be 
receiving some special visitors sent from the King to inspect our school. HMI- His 
Majesty’s Inspectors, as you know, then arrived on Tuesday and spent two full 
days with us.  
 
As a staff one of our biggest strengths at St Teresa’s is our team spirit and 
collegiality so we pulled together and got ready to show our very best teaching 
and learning.  Our staff worked well into the evening making sure everything was 
at it’s very best.  Of course, no amount of work with 24 hours to go would ever 
change the outcome of an inspection but inevitably because our school staff put 
so much into their vocation everyone wanted it to be just perfect. 
 
Over the two-day inspection, inspectors visited all classes, they saw teaching, 
looked in books and on Seesaw, spoke to leaders, governors and pupils. Our 
inspectors observed playtimes, lunchtimes and SEND provision, they spoke to 
parents, teachers and support staff. They ‘deep dived’ into Early Reading, 
Writing, Maths, PE, History, PSHCE, Early Years and Science and scrutinized 
Safeguarding, Attendance, Personal Development and Behaviour and Attitudes. 
I’m sure you can imagine it was exceedingly thorough, leading to a rather 
intense 48 hours. 
 
Our inspectors left on Wednesday evening sharing with governors many 
wonderful positive comments.  Pupils were certainly at the heart of the 
inspection process and feedback; your very special children did not disappoint, 
sharing their knowledge, learning and views.  Our inspectors told governors that 
pupil behavior was exemplary.  We now await our report which we will share 
with you all as soon as it becomes available. 
 
We wanted to end the week with a grand celebration for the children because as 
I’ve said, they were fantastic ambassadors.  We enjoyed a new style merit 
assembly and a whole school party to finish the week. 
 
So, all in all it’s been quite a week!  I’m wishing all my staff a thoroughly 
relaxing weekend.  

God bless you all. Mrs Maguire 
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1st Half Spring Term 2025 – Friday 24th January 2025  

Term Dates 2024 – 2025 
 
February Half Term 2025: 
Break up: Fri 14th February 

Return on:  Mon 24th February 
 
Easter Holidays 2025: 
Break up: Fri 4th April at 2:30pm 

Return on:  Tues 22nd April 
 
Friday 2nd May is a non-pupil day 
Monday 5th May is a Bank Holiday 
 
May Half Term 2025: 
Break up: Fri 23rd May 
Return on:  Mon 2nd June 

 
Summer Holidays 2025: 
Break up:  Fri 18th July at 2:30pm 
Mon 21st and Tues 22nd July are non-
pupil days 

 
Term Dates 2025 – 2026 

 

September 2025: 
Return on: Weds 3rd Sept 
Mon 1st is a non-pupil day 
Tues 2nd is a non-pupil day 
 
October Half Term 2025: 
Break up: Fri 24th October 
Return on:  Mon 3rd November 

 
Christmas Holidays 2025-26 
Break up: Fri 19th December 
Return on:  Mon 5th January 

 
February Half Term 2026: 
Break up: Fri 13th February 
Return on:  Mon 23rd February 

 
Easter Holidays 2026: 
Break up: Fri 27th March 
Return on:  Mon 13th April 

 
Friday 1st May is a non-pupil day 
Monday 4th May is a Bank Holiday 
 
May Half Term 2026: 
Break up: Thurs 21st May 
Fri 22nd May is a non-pupil day 
Return on:  Mon 1st June 

 
Summer Holidays 2026: 
Break up:  Fri 17th July 
Mon 20th July is a non-pupil day 
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A message from Mr P Johnson – Chair of Governors 
 
Dear parents and carers 
 
As you know, St Teresa’s was inspected by OfSTED this week. I can share with you that the 
feedback we received was very positive. 
 
I am sure you will want to join me in thanking every single member of staff for their 
herculean efforts. OfSTED inspections, which I have seen for myself from both sides, are 
inevitably stressful occasions and as governors we were extremely grateful for the hours 
of hard work and late nights put in by everyone. It is impossible, of course, for a school to 
just put on a show for two days to impress an inspection team, and we know that every 
day the staff at St Teresa’s work as hard as they possibly can with a complete 
determination to do their best for each and every pupil. 
 
I look forward very much to writing to you again when the report is published, but one 
thing I can share with you now is that the inspectors were overwhelmed by how 
wonderful your children are. You can be very proud of them. 
  
God bless you all 
  
Peter Johnson 
Chair of Governors 
St Teresa’s Primary School 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Remember to check 
Seesaw and the website 
for useful information, 

letters and dates! 

Attendance Data 
 

94% and below  94 – 97% 97% and above 
 

 Last week of 
autumn term % 

This week % 

Reception 98.00 98.67 

Year 1 98.33 95.33 

Year 2 99.33 96.33 

Year 3 99.69 96.25 

Year 4 96.88 96.88 

Year 5 96.56 91.25 

Year 6 99.38 95.63 
 
 

  

Whole School total: 98.30 95.73 
 

Well done to Reception for highest attendance this week! 

We are occasionally asked to promote activities/clubs etc. from 
local groups.  Such activities are not quality assured by the school 
and parents should be aware of the need to reassure themselves of 

the quality and safety of the services on offer, for example by 
visiting, looking at inspection reports etc. 

 

After School Club - 3.15 – 6pm 
 
Places for the after school club 
must be booked via the school 

office. 

School Meals 
 

The dinner menus are available 
on the school website and via 

Seesaw 

Breakfast Club 
Breakfast club starts at 8.00am.  

Food will be served until  
8.20am only.   

Children will be escorted to class 
at 8.40am 

Certificates 
 
 

Congratulations to the first recipients of our new certificates! 
 

 
   Catholic Social Teaching Writer of the week  Doing Little Things Well  
 

REC   Ace    Cara    Noah 
Y1   Emily    Charlotte   Jacob 
Y2   Alice    Joshua    Kunmi 
Y3   Toby    William   Eddie 
Y4   Olivia    Matilda   Zara 
Y5   Samuel    Ezra    Jacob P 
Y6   Amber-Mai   Annie    Caitlin 
 
   Intellectual Curiosity  Friendship  Good Manners Resilience  
 

REC   Isaac    Harper   Oakley   Luca 
Y1   Logan    Piniru   Hermione  Joyelaa 
Y2   Bertie    Delilah   Leo   Fela 
Y3   Amelia    Harper   Kane   Esther 
Y4   Alexis    Alex   Harry   Daniel 
Y5   Christopher   Maisie   Sophia   Emmi 
Y6   Alexandra   Archie   Erin   Aoife   
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Catholic Social Teaching 
Corner 

CST 

 

On Wednesday some representatives from Mini Vinnies spoke to the school in Praise Assembly 
about their Toy Sale initiative and the hope that everyone would donate some toys they no 
longer play with to be sold at the ‘toy sale’ next half term. They shared their posters and we 
reflected on the message from Chikondi of thinking of everyone as we celebrated the Catholic 
Social Teaching of The Common Good. We sang ‘Give Me Oil in my lamp’ to bring hope into 
our hearts and follow the examples of Jesus just like his disciples did. We then sang one of 
new favourite songs which teaches all about Catholic Social Teachings. I have uploaded the 
music and some children in Year 4 have kindly helped to share the sign language for the 
chorus on Seesaw. Lots of children have been asking to listen to and learn this song at home.    
 
Christ our light,  
your love burns in our hearts and  
builds in us a thirst for justice. 
God of hope,  
we cling to you,  
for you renew the face of the earth. 
 
Enlightened by your love and wisdom,  
help us to lead each other and  
all creatures back to your open arms.  
Amen 



 

Galilee to Jerusalem Celebration 
  

We would like to invite you in to school to share in our learning of the third 
branch in our ‘To Know You More Clearly’ RED curriculum. 

  
The timings for the sessions are as follows: 
  
Reception - Wednesday 12th February - 2.45pm 

Year 1 - Thursday 13th February - 2.45pm 

Year 2- Thursday 13th February - 2.45pm 

Year 3 - Wednesday 12th February - 9.00am 

Year 4 - Wednesday 12th February - 9.00am 

Year 5 - Thursday 13th February - 2.45pm 

Year 6 - Thursday 13th February - 9.00am 

  
The children look forward to sharing their learning and their amazing books with 

you. 

 

Forthcoming Whole School Masses in Church 
 

Whole school Masses will be taking place in Church as follows: 
 
Tuesday 28th January at 10.00am –  
Mass to celebrate the Jubilee ‘Year of Hope’. 
 

 
 
Wednesday 5th March at 10.00 am –  
Ash Wednesday Mass 

 
 
 
 
You are all most welcome to join us - we look forward to welcoming you. 



 
  Year 6 Religious Art Work 

 
This week Year 6 had been asked to produce a piece of religious art work based on the Scripture readings 
‘Jesus feeds the five thousand’ or ‘Jesus walks on water’.  Below are some examples (by Erin and Mishel) 
of some of the absolutely beautiful pieces of work that the class produced. 
Well done Year 6! 



 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
  

First Holy Communion 
 
Please see below for the First Holy Communion programme 2024/5  
 

Sessions – 9.15am – 10.45 am St. Teresa’s school (pick up from the church) 
 

Communion  
1/2/25 - We walk with Jesus 
1/3/25 - We learn about the mass & we share God’s word. 
22/3/25 - We give thanks & we remember and celebrate. 
26/4/25 - We share the bread of life. 
17/5/25 - Retreat 10 -2pm (children to bring a packed lunch) 
 

First Holy communion rehearsal  
Wednesday 18h June 2025  
6.00pm - Group 1    
7.00pm - Group 2 
 

June 21st 2025 - First Holy Communion services at 11am and 2pm  
 

Going Forth Mass – June 29th 2025 at 9.00am   
 

 

Joint Schools’ Concert – Advent 2024 
 

Following the Joint Schools Concert at St. Benedict’s College on 29th November, two 
of our Year 6 pupils visited St. Thomas More’s Primary School to present a cheque to 
Mrs Fisher from Brentwood Catholic Children’s Society.   

 
Thanks to the wonderful support of parents / carers / family members from all of the schools taking 
part we were able to collectively donate £3,500 to this wonderful charity.  Mrs Fisher has since been in 
touch and asked me to pass on the message below to you.  I would also like to express my heartfelt 
thanks for all of your wonderful support. 
 
We are pleased to acknowledge and express our gratitude for the joint donation amounting to a 
fantastic £3,500 which was raised by the four schools in the Colchester area at their Joint Schools’ 
Concert last year. 
  
We are very grateful as always for your support which will allow us to continue to deliver our 
specialist service to children, young people and their families and so we thank you all. 
  
We would be obliged if you could pass on our grateful thanks to all the pupils, parents and staff for 
their kindness and generosity.  
Mrs Fisher 
 

Learning Support Assistant Vacancy 
 
We currently have a vacancy for a Learning Support Assistant.  For further details and to 
apply for the vacancy please use the following link: 
 

https://www.essexschoolsjobs.co.uk/Vacancies/Details.aspx?VacancyId=107736 
 

https://www.essexschoolsjobs.co.uk/Vacancies/Details.aspx?VacancyId=107736


 

  



 

  



 

  



 

Rotary Young Writer 
Competition 

 
We are delighted to share the 
information about the Rotary 

Young Writer Competition with 
you. 

An information pack with full 
details about the competition 
has been shared via Seesaw 

today. 
 

All children have been given a 
paper entry sheet today for the 

Rotary Young Writer 
competition if they would like 

to enter.  Spare copies are 
available from the school office 

if you need one. 
 

Entries must be returned 
directly to school by Friday 7th 

February at the latest. 
 

Good luck everyone! 



 

  



 

 
  

Fully Funded School Support Course 
Online Guided Learning with our friendly tutors 

Full Time - 6 Weeks - Intensive Course 
  
 
Fully Funded (FREE) NCFE | CACHE Courses available in levels 1 & 2 with 
fully funded progressions available for 3 level - starting on 27th 
January.  
  
The deadline to enrol is Wednesday 22nd January! 
  
We run ONLY in term time and not during half term/ end of term 
periods.  
  
This is a six-week intensive course, with online live webinars with Aspire 
Education's friendly tutors, starting at 9:30am and finishing at 2pm (with 
lunch break) from Monday to Friday. 
 
This is a six-week course, available in level 1 & 2, with live webinar 
sessions running from 9:30am - 11:30am, with a 1 hr lunch break, 
followed by a second 1.5 hr session from 12:30-2pm.  
  
All you need is access to the internet and a laptop or tablet. 
  
These courses are fully funded by the ESFA (Education Skills Funding 
Agency). 
  
If you are earning less than £23,500 per year or claiming benefits 
(including Universal Credit, JSA, ESA, PIP, Income Support, Housing 
Benefits, carers allowance or any type of Tax Credit including Child Tax 
Credit) you are eligible for a funded place. 
  
*Please see more details about our eligibility on our website. 
www.studysmartuk.online 
  
Take advantage of this opportunity while it's still available. 
Please go to: www.studysmartuk.online for more information. 

http://www.studysmartuk.online/
http://www.studysmartuk.online/


 



 

  



 

 
  



 

 
  



 

  



 

  
St Helena Hospice Hero Run 

 
Hero Run returns on Sunday 23rd March. Dress up as YOUR hero and join Saunders, our mascot, for the 2km family fun run, or race 5km or 10km to support 
St Helena Hospice! 
 

Adults run for free with children registering for the Family 2km. We will have stalls including fun activities such ‘hulk smash’ and ‘wet sponge throwing’, 
plus we will have music, food and lots to keep everyone entertained.   
 

Your hero could be anyone, whether that’s a superhero, sports icon, a family member, a doctor or nurse... after all, not all heroes wear capes! All ages 
are welcome and the event is open to all ages.  
 

Your participation means more local people can access the St Helena services they need to make their own choices and live with dignity, regardless of 
diagnosis or personal circumstances. 
 

The event takes place at Colchester Sports Park on Sunday 23rd March with first race commencing at 10am. Below is a link to our website for further 
information and registration.   
 



 

 
  



 

 
As a local school of FITC Academy, we have been given a code for a 10% discount off of the 
camps. 

To take advantage of this, simply click on the below link and type in discount code DZL772 

https://fitc-academy.classforkids.io  

This code will be active until 31st January 2025. 

 

https://fitc-academy.classforkids.io/

