
 

 

 

    
Dear Parents, Carers and Friends,  
 
HAPPY NEW YEAR to you all!  This is exactly what I said to 
the children and staff as we started our week and our new 
term by meeting collectively on Monday for worship.  We 
listened to the story of the three kings visiting baby Jesus 
and thought about the significance of Epiphany.   
 

We learnt about the tradition of ‘chalking the door’ (do 
ask your child if you are unfamiliar) and we spent time 
with Jesus in prayer thinking about the new year ahead. 
 
This week we have been visited by a SEND review team from the Local Authority who 
spent the morning in school seeing how we work and exploring all things SEND.  I’m 
very proud of the feedback received, we had the opportunity, which was especially 
poignant at the start of 2025, to work alongside our named IP and EP (Inclusion 
Partner and named Educational Psychologist), LSAs, SENCo and Pastoral Lead to plan 
how to grow and evolve our work and provision this year.  We recently invested in a 
diversity pop-up library, which all children have enjoyed exploring.  One of our 
actions will be to extend this concept with a dyslexia-friendly pop-up library coming 
to St Teresa’s soon, which will complement the new dyslexia intervention NESSY that 
we established last term.  We are also growing our SEMH provision this term by 
training Mrs Dyball, our Pastoral Lead as an ELSA - Emotional Literacy Support 
Assistant.  All professionals recognize that what we can do to benefit children with 
SEND is also of equal benefit to children without SEND so there is much to be excited 
about! 
 

A few general reminders to share with you all, starting with uniform… 
 

Pupils should be dressed in their winter uniform including shirt and tie (photos 
further down), hair should be worn up and accessories should be discreet and in 
school colours, jewelry should not be worn, our exception is one small pair of stud 
earrings which must be removed for PE.  Thank you to all parents who ensure their 
child comes in the correct PE kit, please can we remind others that general 
sportwear is not our uniform.  Wear your school uniform, including your PE uniform, 
with pride!  We review our uniform policy annually and we will be seeking parental 
views with regard to this soon. 
 

Start times - school starts from 8:35am and children must be in their classroom for 
the morning register which is taken at 8:45am.  Good punctuality from everyone 
greatly assists a calm, smooth and successful morning at school. 
 

Parking- everyone that travels to school by car will agree the traffic through 
Clairmont Road is greatly assisted when cars do not park on the pavements or do 
three-point turns.  It is unlawful to park on yellow zig-zag lines, even for a minute 
and fines can be issued for this.  Please park responsibly and safely. 
 

Breakfast Club and Wrap-Around - thank you to all the parents that completed the 
parent survey at the end of last term.  I was delighted to share the very positive 
feedback with staff and governors - out of 5 stars we were rated as 4.68.  I will write 
to parents soon with details of how we’d like to implement some of the feedback 
received - this will include an earlier start time for Breakfast Club, some more 
variety in food options including hot food options for Wrap-Around and an electronic 
booking system. 
 

Admissions for Reception in September 2025 - a quick reminder that applications 
close next week.  You must submit your main application to Essex County Council as 
well as returning the appropriate supplementary information forms directly to the 
school.  Please do recommend us to your family and friends who may be looking for a 
Reception place and get them to apply before the deadline of 15th January!  

 

God Bless Mrs Maguire 
 
 
 

St. Teresa’s Catholic Primary School 
The School is a charitable company limited by guarantee registered in England and Wales. Registered number 8111345. 

 

1st Half Spring Term 2025 – Friday 10th January 2025  

Term Dates 2024 – 2025 
 
February Half Term 2025: 
Break up: Fri 14th February 

Return on:  Mon 24th February 
 
Easter Holidays 2025: 
Break up: Fri 4th April at 2:30pm 

Return on:  Tues 22nd April 
 
Friday 2nd May is a non-pupil day 
Monday 5th May is a Bank Holiday 
 
May Half Term 2025: 
Break up: Fri 23rd May 
Return on:  Mon 2nd June 

 
Summer Holidays 2025: 
Break up:  Fri 18th July at 2:30pm 
Mon 21st and Tues 22nd July are non-
pupil days 

 
Term Dates 2025 – 2026 

 

September 2025: 
Return on: Weds 3rd Sept 
Mon 1st is a non-pupil day 
Tues 2nd is a non-pupil day 
 
October Half Term 2025: 
Break up: Fri 24th October 
Return on:  Mon 3rd November 

 
Christmas Holidays 2025-26 
Break up: Fri 19th December 
Return on:  Mon 5th January 

 
February Half Term 2026: 
Break up: Fri 13th February 
Return on:  Mon 23rd February 

 
Easter Holidays 2026: 
Break up: Fri 27th March 
Return on:  Mon 13th April 

 
Friday 1st May is a non-pupil day 
Monday 4th May is a Bank Holiday 
 
May Half Term 2026: 
Break up: Thurs 21st May 
Fri 22nd May is a non-pupil day 
Return on:  Mon 1st June 

 
Summer Holidays 2026: 
Break up:  Fri 17th July 
Mon 20th July is a non-pupil day 
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Remember to check 
Seesaw and the 

website for useful 
information, letters 

and dates! 

Attendance Data 
 

 

94% and below  94 – 97% 97% and above 
 

 Last week of 
autumn term % 

This week % 

Reception 96.77 91.33 

Year 1 98.33 91.67 

Year 2 96.67 98.33 

Year 3 98.83 95.63 

Year 4 96.09 95.31 

Year 5 94.14 96.56 

Year 6 96.48 97.50 
 
 

  

Whole School total: 96.75 95.23 
 

Well done to Year 2 for highest attendance this week! 

We are occasionally asked to promote activities/clubs etc. from local 
groups.  Such activities are not quality assured by the school and 
parents should be aware of the need to reassure themselves of the 
quality and safety of the services on offer, for example by visiting, 

looking at inspection reports etc. 

 

After School Club - 3.15 – 6pm 
 
Places for the after school club 
must be booked via the school 

office. 

School Meals 
 

The dinner menus are available 
on the school website and via 

Seesaw 

Breakfast Club 
Breakfast club starts at 8.00am.  

Food will be served until  
8.20am only.   

Children will be escorted to class 
at 8.40am 

Merit Certificates 
 
 

Congratulations to the following children who received a merit certificate  
in our assembly this afternoon: 

 

Rec:  Rosie, Demyras, Harper, Harry 
 

Y1:  Alicia, Daniel, Matilda, Minnen  
 

 

Y2:  Hugo, Fela, Kunle, James  
 

 

Y3:  Amelia, Stacey, Darrel, Eddie 
 

 

Y4:  Nylah, Tilly, Jack, Alex  
 
 

Y5:   Eva, Oscar C, Maisie, Samuel  
 
 

Y6:  Mason, Blake, Charlie, Aoife  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiCr6Gv_83kAhWhzYUKHVkKBd4QjRx6BAgBEAQ&url=http://clipart-library.com/merits-cliparts.html&psig=AOvVaw0lg6ARapuzlkuLTeTXHfD7&ust=1568470805330289


 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
  
 
  
 
 
 
 
  

First Holy Communion 
 
Please see below for the First Holy Communion programme 2024/5  
 

Sessions – 9.15am – 10.45 am St. Teresa’s school (pick up from the church) 
NB The first session will only take place in the church.  
 

Reconciliation  
11/1/25 – Reconciliation preparation  
17/1/2025 - Reconciliation preparation and sacrament (children to arrive at 6pm in the church hall, 
service to start in the church at 7pm). 
 

Communion  
1/2/25 - We walk with Jesus 
1/3/25 - We learn about the mass & we share God’s word. 
22/3/25 - We give thanks & we remember and celebrate. 
26/4/25 - We share the bread of life. 
17/5/25 - Retreat 10 -2pm (children to bring a packed lunch) 
 

First Holy communion rehearsal  
Wednesday 18h June 2025  
6.00pm - Group 1    
7.00pm - Group 2 
 

June 21st 2025 - First Holy Communion services at 11am and 2pm  
 

Going Forth Mass – June 29th 2025 at 9.00am   
 

 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION 
ADMISSIONS FOR RECEPTION – SEPTEMBER 2024 

 
As you may be aware, the primary school (Reception) admission round opened on Monday 4th November 
2024, for parents of children to apply for a Reception school place for the academic year that starts in 
September 2025. 
THE STATUTORY NATIONAL CLOSING DATE FOR APPLICATIONS IS 15 JANUARY 2025. 
From 4th November 2024, applications can be made online via www.essex.gov.uk/admissions.  
 
Please be aware that Essex County Council are not sending letters to parents about making an application. 
All of the application information is available on the website above.  
The website www.essex.gov.uk/admissions also has a copy of the Primary Education in Essex booklet and 
the Schools Admissions Policies Directories contain details of all admission policies.  
Information regarding admissions can also be found by visiting our school website www.st-
teresas.essex.sch.uk and following the links to ‘Key Information’ – ‘Admissions’. 
 
Certificate of Catholic Practise 
Please be aware that Father Riq will be available at the school on the following day to sign  
Certificates of Catholic Practise: 
 
Tuesday 14th January 2024 from 2.00 – 3.00pm  **Please note change from original date advertised** 

 
 
 

 
Music Tuition 

 
Please be aware that music lessons will be re-commencing next week.  The tutors will be in school on the 
following days: 
Mr Morris on Monday 13th January 
Mr Hurley on Wednesday 15th January  
Mrs Luff on Friday 17th January 
 
Please remember to send your child with their instrument and music books  
on the appropriate days – thank you. 
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Catholic Social Teaching Corner 
 

Every Thursday we gather as a school community for our Global Assemblies which 
always link to one of our Catholic Social Teachings. Each year group act as 

ambassadors for a specific Catholic social teaching and each week, we will share 
which CST our Global Assembly has linked to and how you can support your child 
at home to develop a greater understanding and appreciation for the world we live 

in. 

 

World Braille Day  
 This week Mrs Burrows led an assembly with the help of Shristi the 

sunbear (Year 4’s mascot) focusing on World Braille Day (4th January 
each year). The children thought about their senses and what senses 

they use in their daily lives. We explored how without our sight, things 
can be very difficult and challenging. The children learned what braille 
is and who uses it. We thought about how we can be like Shristi and 

show that we care, especially for those with differing needs to 
ourselves. We asked God to help those in need and prayed this prayer 

together: 
Lord, you created us each equally, as many parts of one single body. 

May we work together to live out the Catholic Social Teaching of 
solidarity, so that we may bring about long-lasting change in our 

world. 
Amen 

 



 

  



 

  
Fully Funded School Support Course 

Online Guided Learning with our friendly tutors 
Full Time - 6 Weeks - Intensive Course 

  
 
Fully Funded (FREE) NCFE | CACHE Courses available in levels 1 & 2 with 
fully funded progressions available for 3 level - starting on 27th 
January.  
  
The deadline to enrol is Wednesday 22nd January! 
  
We run ONLY in term time and not during half term/ end of term 
periods.  
  
This is a six-week intensive course, with online live webinars with Aspire 
Education's friendly tutors, starting at 9:30am and finishing at 2pm (with 
lunch break) from Monday to Friday. 
 
This is a six-week course, available in level 1 & 2, with live webinar 
sessions running from 9:30am - 11:30am, with a 1 hr lunch break, 
followed by a second 1.5 hr session from 12:30-2pm.  
  
All you need is access to the internet and a laptop or tablet. 
  
These courses are fully funded by the ESFA (Education Skills Funding 
Agency). 
  
If you are earning less than £23,500 per year or claiming benefits 
(including Universal Credit, JSA, ESA, PIP, Income Support, Housing 
Benefits, carers allowance or any type of Tax Credit including Child Tax 
Credit) you are eligible for a funded place. 
  
*Please see more details about our eligibility on our website. 
www.studysmartuk.online 
  
Take advantage of this opportunity while it's still available. 
Please go to: www.studysmartuk.online for more information. 

http://www.studysmartuk.online/
http://www.studysmartuk.online/


 



 
  

ACL Free sessions 
 

The Community & Family Learning Team have set up the following FREE sessions to support all families  
 

Children’s Anxiety Raising Boys & Girls Talking So Children Will Listen Zones of Regulation 
 

Please contact aclfamilylearning@essex.gov.uk  if you cannot find the course/session you are looking for or 
if you have any questions etc. 
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