
 

 

 

    
Dear Parents, Carers and Friends, 
 
We began the week with a spiritual opportunity to share RE learning  
with you all through ‘Mince Pie Monday’.  Thank you to everyone who  
came along.  I believe many of the classes shared some Advent singing.  What a 
special way to start the week!  With so many parents in school I’m pleased to share 
that I received lots of positive comments about the Advent school displays, including 
lights, trees, decorations and cribs - our teachers do work ever so hard to ensure our 
school environment reflects the liturgical season and our distinctive Catholic ethos- I 
firmly believe children deserve exceptional learning environments and our displays 
certainly enhance this. 
 

On Wednesday all classes met collectively for our weekly ‘praise’ assembly led by Ms 
Congdon with a special introduction by Miss Hilton themed around the second week 
of Advent and the message of ‘peace’.  The children were encouraged to think about 
the busyness of the season and the importance of taking some time to settle, find 
peace and pray this week at school.  The singing that followed filled me with goose-
bumps as we continue to learn traditional carols, hymns for the season and some 
new songs too.  If children singing gives you goosebumps, you will want to join us for 
two singing events this weekend.  The Choral Society, featuring St Teresa’s School 
Choir, are performing on Saturday evening, in the Church from 6pm, everyone is 
invited!  On Sunday afternoon all pupils, regardless of whether you are in the school 
choir or not, are invited to attend the Parish Carol Service at 3pm in the Church.  
Donations of unwrapped children’s Christmas gifts are requested to be brought to the 
service. 
 

I’ve had several conversations with parents this week seeking updates on our 
proposed nursery provision. Presently we are applying for funding from the DfE who 
are offering capital grants to schools (only 300 schools) to turn surplus space into 
nursery classrooms. The deadline for grant applications is the end of term and we 
should hear if we are successful by the end of January.  I will endeavor to keep you 
all updated. 
 

On Thursday FOST hosted a Christmas Disco- the children had a thoroughly magical 
time.  FOST thank you for taking time out during this busy period, to volunteer your 
time; you add so much to the children’s extra-curricular enjoyment (photos 
overleaf). 
 

Today we have enjoyed (oh yes, we have!) a whole school, school trip to see the 
pantomime at the Mercury Theatre.  I must share our huge appreciation to Mrs Gill 
who orchestrates all the logistics- a whole school, school trip is no mean feat! 
Collective moments of joy are so very special for a school community - thank you to 
everyone, parents included, for making it happen! 
 

Next week…what a week… every day next week pupils can come to school with 
festive accessories to their usual school uniform and Wednesday (Christmas dinner 
day) it’s non-uniform Christmas jumper (or Christmas themed attire) day.  We have 
KS1 nativity plays, do ensure you have got tickets if you are planning on attending, 
we do not charge but we do need to make sure we can seat the audience safely in 
the school hall.  On every performance we will be hosting a raffle with proceeds 
going to a charity close to our hearts- SANDs- Stillborn and Neonatal Death charity 
who support bereaved families.  If you have any donations of raffle prizes please do 
drop them to the Office and please come along to the nativity performances with 
some coins to support this worthy cause and maybe win a prize! 
 
Our final day of term is Thursday, we will be finishing the term with a Christingle 
service at the Church starting at 1:30pm.  School finishes at the end of the service 
(2:30pm).  All pupils will need to bring a Christingle to school on this day- the 
orange, candle, ribbon and sticks are provided by the school please just decorate 
your Christingle (instructions overleaf).   
 

God Bless- Mrs Maguire 
 
 

St. Teresa’s Catholic Primary School 
The School is a charitable company limited by guarantee registered in England and Wales. Registered number 8111345. 

 

2nd Half Autumn Term 2024 – Friday 13th December 2024  

Term Dates 2024 – 2025 
 
Christmas Holidays 2024-25 
Break up: Thurs 19th Dec at 2.30pm 

Wrap around club will be available 
from 2.30pm on this day 
Return on:  Mon 6th January 
Fri 20th December is a non-pupil day 
 
February Half Term 2025: 
Break up: Fri 14th February 
Return on:  Mon 24th February 

 
Easter Holidays 2025: 
Break up: Fri 4th April 
Return on:  Tues 22nd April 

 
Friday 2nd May is a non-pupil day 
Monday 5th May is a Bank Holiday 
 
May Half Term 2025: 
Break up: Fri 23rd May 
Return on:  Mon 2nd June 
 
Summer Holidays 2025: 
Break up:  Fri 18th July 
Mon 21st and Tues 22nd July are non-
pupil days 

 
Term Dates 2025 – 2026 

 
September 2025: 

Return on: Weds 3rd Sept 
Mon 1st is a non-pupil day 
Tues 2nd is a non-pupil day 
 
October Half Term 2025: 
Break up: Fri 24th October 
Return on:  Mon 3rd November 
 

Christmas Holidays 2025-26 
Break up: Fri 19th December 
Return on:  Mon 5th January 
 
February Half Term 2026: 
Break up: Fri 13th February 
Return on:  Mon 23rd February 
 
Easter Holidays 2026: 
Break up: Fri 27th March 
Return on:  Mon 13th April 
 

Friday 1st May is a non-pupil day 
Monday 4th May is a Bank Holiday 
 
May Half Term 2026: 

Break up: Thurs 21st May 
Fri 22nd May is a non-pupil day 
Return on:  Mon 1st June 
 
Summer Holidays 2026: 
Break up:  Fri 17th July 
Mon 20th July is a non-pupil day 
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Remember to check 
Seesaw and the 

website for useful 
information, letters 

and dates! 

Attendance Data 
 

 

94% and below  94 – 97% 97% and above 
 

 Last week % This week % 

Reception 95.81 97.10 

Year 1 95.00 99.00 

Year 2 98.00 98.33 

Year 3 95.63 97.50 

Year 4 97.50 90.94 

Year 5 96.56 95.31 

Year 6 96.56 97.81 
 
 

  

Whole School total: 96.44 96.53 
 

Well done to Year 1 for highest attendance this week! 

We are occasionally asked to promote activities/clubs etc. from local 
groups.  Such activities are not quality assured by the school and 
parents should be aware of the need to reassure themselves of the 
quality and safety of the services on offer, for example by visiting, 

looking at inspection reports etc. 

 

After School Club - 3.15 – 6pm 
 
Places for the after school club 
must be booked via the school 

office. 

School Meals 
 

The dinner menus are available 
on the school website and via 

Seesaw 

Breakfast Club 
Breakfast club starts at 8.00am.  

Food will be served until  
8.20am only.   

Children will be escorted to class 
at 8.40am 

Merit Certificates 
 

 
There was no merit assembly this week  

due to the pantomime trip. 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Christmas Cards 
 

The post box is back!  If your child has Christmas cards for their friends at school please do 
bring them in to school and post them in the post box which is located just outside the office 

in the main entrance.  The Christmas elves will then distribute them around the school! 
 
 

Wrap around care survey 
 
We would like to ask for your input so we can evaluate our current wrap-
around provision, including breakfast club and after school wrap-around.  As 
such, please could we ask you to complete this parent surveys via the QR 
code or the link below.  If any question is not applicable, please answer NA.  
 

https://forms.office.com/e/bTEjS5LtTt  
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Christmas Events 
 

A reminder of two events taking place over the weekend that the school / school choir 
will be involved in: 
 
On Saturday 14th December, the school choir will be joining Lexden Choral Society for a concert in the 
Church.  The concert starts at 6.00pm but choir members have been asked to attend from 5.00pm for a 
short rehearsal before the concert begins.  There will be a short interval with Christmas refreshments and 
the concert is expected to be finished by 8.00pm 
Please can children wear their school uniform for this event – thank you. 
 
The Parish Carol Service will take place on Sunday 15th December at 3.00pm in Church.  All children from 
the school are invited to participate in this event; parents are encouraged to bring a Christmas present to 
donate during the service.  These will be given to families less fortunate than ourselves who may be 
struggling this Christmas.  Please can presents be left unwrapped, but do please include a label indicating 
whether the gift is for a boy / girl and the age range it is for.  Thank you in advance for your generous 
support. 
Children do not need to wear school uniform for the parish service. 
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  Christmas Dinner 

 
Please see the menu below for the delicious Christmas Dinner that the kitchen will be 
serving on Wednesday 18th December.  All special dietary requirements can be catered 
for – if you have any queries please contact the School Office. 
There is no need to pre-book Christmas dinner – children will just inform their teacher 
of their meal choices when the register is taken on that morning. 
The cost will be £3.20 for children in Years 3, 4, 5 and 6 (there is no cost for Rec, Y1 and 
Y2 as children are entitled to a Free School Dinner).  There is no requirement to pay if 
your child is entitled to FSM (Free School Meals).   This amount will be added to your 
child’s dinner money account on ParentPay once they have had Christmas Dinner. 

 

https://halloween-wizard.com/free-christmas-food-clipart/


 

First Holy Communion 
 
Please see below for the First Holy Communion programme 2024/5  
 

Sessions – 9.15am – 10.45 am St. Teresa’s school (pick up from the church) 
NB The first session will only take place in the church.  
 

Reconciliation  
11/1/25 – Reconciliation preparation  
17/1/2024 - Reconciliation preparation and sacrament (children to arrive at 6pm in the church hall, 
service to start in the church at 7pm). 
 

Communion  
1/2/25 - We walk with Jesus 
1/3/25 - We learn about the mass & we share God’s word. 
22/3/25 - We give thanks & we remember and celebrate. 
26/4/25 - We share the bread of life. 
17/5/25 - Retreat 10 -2pm (children to bring a packed lunch) 
 

First Holy communion rehearsal  
Wednesday 18h June 2025  
6.00pm - Group 1    
7.00pm - Group 2 
 

June 21st 2025 - First Holy Communion services at 11am and 2pm  
 

Going Forth Mass – June 29th 2025 at 9.00am   
 

 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION 
ADMISSIONS FOR RECEPTION – SEPTEMBER 2024 

 
As you may be aware, the primary school (Reception) admission round opened on Monday 4th November 
2024, for parents of children to apply for a Reception school place for the academic year that starts in 
September 2025. 
THE STATUTORY NATIONAL CLOSING DATE FOR APPLICATIONS IS 15 JANUARY 2025. 
From 4th November 2024, applications can be made online via www.essex.gov.uk/admissions.  
 
Please be aware that Essex County Council are not sending letters to parents about making an application. 
All of the application information is available on the website above.  
The website www.essex.gov.uk/admissions also has a copy of the Primary Education in Essex booklet and 
the Schools Admissions Policies Directories contain details of all admission policies.  
Information regarding admissions can also be found by visiting our school website www.st-
teresas.essex.sch.uk and following the links to ‘Key Information’ – ‘Admissions’. 
 
Certificate of Catholic Practise 
Please be aware that Father Riq will be available at the school on the following day to sign  
Certificates of Catholic Practise: 
 
Tuesday 14th January 2024 from 2.00 – 3.00pm **Please note change of date** 

 
 
 

 

Safeguarding Information 
 
Essex police have launched a campaign to keep children safe online – please do visit their page via the link 
below where you will find lots of useful tips and guidance around settings for devices, gaming, smart 
phones and social media. 

https://www.essex.police.uk/police-forces/essex-police/areas/essex-police/au/about-us/sort-your-settings/  
 
 
 
 

http://www.essex.gov.uk/admissions
http://www.essex.gov.uk/admissions
http://www.st-teresas.essex.sch.uk/
http://www.st-teresas.essex.sch.uk/
https://www.essex.police.uk/police-forces/essex-police/areas/essex-police/au/about-us/sort-your-settings/


 

  



 

 



 



 



 

  



 

  



 

 



 
  



 

  



 

  



 



 

  



 

  



 



 



 

  



 

 

 

 



 

  



 

  



 

 



 



 
  



 

 
 
 
 


