
 

 

 

    
Dear Parents, Carers and Friends,  
 

We began the week in an extra special way, with a whole school 
liturgy, to mark the start of the season of Advent.  It was delightful 
to welcome parents and friends to join us and for those that were 
able to make it, I’m sure you will attest to the very special 
atmosphere.  We heard about the advent wreath- the evergreen 
branches and circular shape that represent God’s everlasting love 
and we heard about the symbolism behind the candles- hope, love, 
joy and peace.  On behalf of everyone at school, may your home 
and heart be filled with warmth and peace this Advent.  
 

I must start my newsletter by telling you all about the BRILLIANT joint-schools BCCS 
concert held at St Benedict’s last Friday evening.  What a show!  24 pupils 
represented St Teresa’s- they rehearsed throughout the day alongside children from 
St Thomas More’s, St Joseph’s and St Clare’s schools.  Their first half individual 
school songs gave me goosebumps and brought a happy tear to my eye and their 
second half dancing, singing and acting left me with a beaming smile. The concert is 
expected to have made over £3000 in fundraising for BCCS- the Brentwood Catholic 
Children’s Society.  Parents who attended were thoroughly wowed! 
 

It has been a busy week at school, some highlights have included: 
 

Year 4’s wowed KS1 with an orchestra recital especially for them.  KS1 were an 
excellent audience and Year 4, who have only been playing their stringed 
instruments for a term, played with confidence. 
 

Year 2 enjoyed a school trip to Hedingham Castle- they looked fantastic setting off in 
their costumes and they have come back to schools very excited about their 
learning.  Ms Garton shared that the staff at Hedingham told her that the class had 
been the BEST class they’d had visit this term with impeccable behavior and (music 
to my ears) lots of curious questions! 
 

Year 3 have enjoyed a school trip to Colchester Zoo today- I know they are especially 
focusing on finding an orangutan to consolidate their learning around this fascinating 
creature including why they are an endangered species.  I look forward to hearing all 
about their adventure next week. 
 

The Advent Fair- thank you FOST for organizing a Christmas shopping opportunity for 
the children.  I was lucky enough to visit during the end of Year 4’s and beginning of 
Reception’s timeslot and I can report many happy and excited children who eagerly 
shopped!  Thank you so much to our FOST volunteers for giving your time to 
organizing the day- we are so lucky to have you. 
 

Next week festivities continue starting with ‘Mince Pie Monday’.  Come and join us if 
you’re able and enjoy a mince pie, a hot drink and an opportunity to sit with your 
child and look through their RE book and perhaps even listen to a Christmas carol or 
song.  Timings are shared overleaf.  On Tuesday the Mini-Vinnie group have organised 
a Christmas film night after school. The FOST Christmas disco is on Thursday- tickets 
are available via Parent Pay.  Please know we have a number of ‘pay it forward 
tickets’ available so don’t let finances stand in the way of your children taking part.  
Please find me or Mrs Dyball on the gate and we’ll get some disco tickets to you 
without charge.  Finally, we end the week with the mammoth whole-school 
pantomime school trip- reminders again are published overleaf.  What a fun and 
festive week! 
 
The festivities continue over next weekend 14th and 15th with the Choral Society 
Carol Service at 6pm, St Teresa’s School Choir are singing but everyone in the 
community is invited.  Ditto the Parish Carol Service, on the 15th at 3pm, all children 
from St Teresa’s (choir or otherwise) are invited to attend. 
 

God Bless- Mrs Maguire 
 
 
 
 

St. Teresa’s Catholic Primary School 
The School is a charitable company limited by guarantee registered in England and Wales. Registered number 8111345. 

 

2nd Half Autumn Term 2024 – Friday 6th December 2024  

Term Dates 2024 – 2025 
 
Christmas Holidays 2024-25 
Break up: Thurs 19th Dec at 2.30pm 

Wrap around club will be available 
from 2.30pm on this day 
Return on:  Mon 6th January 
Fri 20th December is a non-pupil day 
 
February Half Term 2025: 
Break up: Fri 14th February 
Return on:  Mon 24th February 

 
Easter Holidays 2025: 
Break up: Fri 4th April 
Return on:  Tues 22nd April 

 
Friday 2nd May is a non-pupil day 
Monday 5th May is a Bank Holiday 
 
May Half Term 2025: 
Break up: Fri 23rd May 
Return on:  Mon 2nd June 
 
Summer Holidays 2025: 
Break up:  Fri 18th July 
Mon 21st and Tues 22nd July are non-
pupil days 

 
Term Dates 2025 – 2026 

 
September 2025: 

Return on: Weds 3rd Sept 
Mon 1st is a non-pupil day 
Tues 2nd is a non-pupil day 
 
October Half Term 2025: 
Break up: Fri 24th October 
Return on:  Mon 3rd November 
 

Christmas Holidays 2025-26 
Break up: Fri 19th December 
Return on:  Mon 5th January 
 
February Half Term 2026: 
Break up: Fri 13th February 
Return on:  Mon 23rd February 
 
Easter Holidays 2026: 
Break up: Fri 27th March 
Return on:  Mon 13th April 
 

Friday 1st May is a non-pupil day 
Monday 4th May is a Bank Holiday 
 
May Half Term 2026: 

Break up: Thurs 21st May 
Fri 22nd May is a non-pupil day 
Return on:  Mon 1st June 
 
Summer Holidays 2026: 
Break up:  Fri 17th July 
Mon 20th July is a non-pupil day 
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Remember to check 
Seesaw and the 

website for useful 
information, letters 

and dates! 

Attendance Data 
 

 

94% and below  94 – 97% 97% and above 
 
 

 Last week % This week % 

Reception 94.19 95.81 

Year 1 98.33 95.00 

Year 2 98.67 98.00 

Year 3 92.50 95.63 

Year 4 90.63 97.50 

Year 5 94.69 96.56 

Year 6 90.63 96.56 
 
 

  

Whole School total: 94.16 96.44 
 

Well done to Year 2 for highest attendance this week! 

We are occasionally asked to promote activities/clubs etc. from local 
groups.  Such activities are not quality assured by the school and 
parents should be aware of the need to reassure themselves of the 
quality and safety of the services on offer, for example by visiting, 

looking at inspection reports etc. 

 

After School Club - 3.15 – 6pm 
 
Places for the after school club 
must be booked via the school 

office. 

School Meals 
 

The dinner menus are available 
on the school website and via 

Seesaw 

Breakfast Club 
Breakfast club starts at 8.00am.  

Food will be served until  
8.20am only.   

Children will be escorted to class 
at 8.40am 

Merit Certificates 
 

 
There was no merit assembly today  

due to the FOST Advent Fayre taking place. 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Christmas Cards 
 

The post box is back!  If your child has Christmas cards for their 
friends at school please do bring them in to school and post them 

in the post box which is located just outside the office in the 
main entrance.  The Christmas elves will then distribute them 

around the school! 
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First Holy Communion 
 
Please see below for the First Holy Communion programme 2024/5  
 

Sessions – 9.15am – 10.45 am St. Teresa’s school (pick up from the church) 
NB The first session will only take place in the church.  
 

Reconciliation  
7/12/24 - God gives you forgiveness 
11/1/25 – Reconciliation preparation  
17/1/2024 - Reconciliation preparation and sacrament (children to arrive at 6pm in the church hall, 
service to start in the church at 7pm). 
 

Communion  
1/2/25 - We walk with Jesus 
1/3/25 - We learn about the mass & we share God’s word. 
22/3/25 - We give thanks & we remember and celebrate. 
26/4/25 - We share the bread of life. 
17/5/25 - Retreat 10 -2pm (children to bring a packed lunch) 
 

First Holy communion rehearsal  
Wednesday 18h June 2025  
6.00pm - Group 1    
7.00pm - Group 2 
 

June 21st 2025 - First Holy Communion services at 11am and 2pm  
 

Going Forth Mass – June 29th 2025 at 9.00am   
 

 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION 
ADMISSIONS FOR RECEPTION – SEPTEMBER 2024 

 
As you may be aware, the primary school (Reception) admission round opened on Monday 4th November 
2024, for parents of children to apply for a Reception school place for the academic year that starts in 
September 2025. 
THE STATUTORY NATIONAL CLOSING DATE FOR APPLICATIONS IS 15 JANUARY 2025. 
From 4th November 2024, applications can be made online via www.essex.gov.uk/admissions.  
 
Please be aware that Essex County Council are not sending letters to parents about making an application. 
All of the application information is available on the website above.  
The website www.essex.gov.uk/admissions also has a copy of the Primary Education in Essex booklet and 
the Schools Admissions Policies Directories contain details of all admission policies.  
Information regarding admissions can also be found by visiting our school website www.st-
teresas.essex.sch.uk and following the links to ‘Key Information’ – ‘Admissions’. 
 
Certificate of Catholic Practise 
Please be aware that Father Riq will be available at the school on the following day to sign  
Certificates of Catholic Practise: 
 
Tuesday 14th January 2024 from 2.00 – 3.00pm **Please note change of date** 

 
 
 

 

Safeguarding Information 
 
We have been asked to share the following information: 
 
Safeguarding Awareness for Parents & Carers - England Football Learning 
Safeguarding is about creating safe environments and preventing children from experiencing harm or 
abuse. Its core mission is comprised of the measures institutions take to protect young people and 
children. Football is by far the most popular sport in the country, particularly among teenagers and 
children.  England Football's learning faculty has designed a short safeguarding course for parents. The 
course is designed to help parents make an informed choice, about the footballing infrastructure in which 
children are enrolled. The course explains the vital role of safeguarding within the sporting sphere, and is 
well worth a look. If interested in this e-seminar, please follow the link below:  
https://learn.englandfootball.com/courses/safeguarding/safeguarding-awareness-for-parents-and-carers   
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Christmas Dinner 
 

Please see the menu below for the delicious Christmas Dinner that the kitchen will be 
serving on Wednesday 18th December.  All special dietary requirements can be catered 
for – if you have any queries please contact the School Office. 
There is no need to pre-book Christmas dinner – children will just inform their teacher 
of their meal choices when the register is taken on that morning. 
The cost will be £3.20 for children in Years 3, 4, 5 and 6 (there is no cost for Rec, Y1 and 
Y2 as children are entitled to a Free School Dinner).  There is no requirement to pay if 
your child is entitled to FSM (Free School Meals).   This amount will be added to your 
child’s dinner money account on ParentPay once they have had Christmas Dinner. 
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Sporting Achievement 
 
 

Congratulations to Rowan for winning his under-11 Essex Cross Country League race recently. 
 

After coming second at the county finals earlier in the year to the same competitor, Rowan was finally victorious 
showing how hard work, dedication and determination always pay off in the end. 

 
We are so proud of you Rowan – what an inspiration you are to everyone at St Teresa’s! 



 

 
 
 
 



 



 
  



 

  



 



 

  



 

  



 



 



 

  



 

 

 

 



 

  



 

  



 

 
  



 

 
 


