
 

 

 

    
Dear Parents, Carers and Friends,  
We began the week thinking about- who lives in a house like 
this?  The children were shown pictures of royal palaces, 
Windsor Castle, Buckingham Palace and the Tower of London.  
Some pupils were expertly able to identify these landmarks and 
we quickly ascertained that kings and queens live in such 
places. We played a matching game- who ‘lives’ here- a 
mechanic matching a garage, a teacher matching a classroom, a 
pig matching a pigsty.  The last round left us a bit confused- we 
had to match where we would find a ‘baby’ but the only option 
left was ‘stable’.  But the children quickly recognized that baby 
Jesus was found in a stable.  Unlike the kings we know today 
Jesus never did live in a castle or a palace.  I introduced the 
children to the feast of Christ the King- we thought about how 
our king was extraordinary- he was a healer, teacher, friend to 
the poor and he taught us that even kings can and should be 
servants to others.  We thought about how we could be servants 
to one another this week at school. 
 
Year 6 parents were able to meet with Mrs Lewis this week for their postponed 
parents evening.  Thank you to everyone that came.  Year 6 is such an important 
year and we are so glad of your support. I hope you found the opportunity to talk 
with Mrs Lewis informative and celebratory. 
 
Securing specialist teaching in MFL- Modern Foreign Language - for KS2 has been a 
priority this term following the departure of Mrs Wilson.  I’m delighted to share that 
since October half-term Mrs Walklett has been visiting school every Tuesday 
alongside two volunteer A-level French students from Colchester Royal Grammar 
School to deliver French in a fun, interactive and authentic way.  Do see if your child 
can share what they have been learning and take the opportunity to practice at 
home as a family. 
 
On Wednesday Year 5 set out on a school trip to Duxford as part of their topic on the 
world wars.  They came in costume and looked fantastic.  I’m told they had a 
thoroughly brilliant day.  Thank you to the teachers for organizing the trip and to 
parents for providing great costumes.   
 
It has been wonderful and inspiring this week to visit some classrooms and see some 
fantastic teaching and learning.  I have visited English lessons, alongside Mrs Gill, to 
see the teaching of writing in action.  Writing is an area of development for our 
school this year; we achieve very well against other local schools and we exceed 
national statistics for attainment outcomes in writing but of course we are always 
striving!  Based on the lessons I have seen this week our teachers have taken up the 
challenge with gusto.   
 
The Book Fair, organized by Mrs Gill has been an amazing success this week at 
school.  Thank you to everyone that visited- I’m thrilled to know how much our 
children LOVE books and that reading for pleasure is alive at St Teresa’s.  
 
I am actually writing this newsletter remotely today because I am at St Benedict’s 
with the children performing in the BCCS concert later this evening.  Rehearsals have 
gone magnificently and I look forward to telling you all about the spectacular in my 
newsletter next week. What a way to finish the week and begin the festive season! 
 
As we move into December and the Advent season life at school gets pretty busy- 
coming up next week: Year 4 orchestra concert on Wednesday, Year 2 school trip to 
Hedingham Castle, a basketball tournament and Year 3 trip to Colchester Zoo.  
 

God Bless, Mrs Maguire 
 
 
 
 

St. Teresa’s Catholic Primary School 
The School is a charitable company limited by guarantee registered in England and Wales. Registered number 8111345. 

 

2nd Half Autumn Term 2024 – Friday 29th November 2024  

Term Dates 2024 – 2025 
 
Christmas Holidays 2024-25 
Break up: Thurs 19th Dec at 2.30pm 

Wrap around club will be available 
from 2.30pm on this day 
Return on:  Mon 6th January 
Fri 20th December is a non-pupil day 
 
February Half Term 2025: 
Break up: Fri 14th February 
Return on:  Mon 24th February 

 
Easter Holidays 2025: 
Break up: Fri 4th April 
Return on:  Tues 22nd April 

 
Friday 2nd May is a non-pupil day 
Monday 5th May is a Bank Holiday 
 
May Half Term 2025: 
Break up: Fri 23rd May 
Return on:  Mon 2nd June 
 
Summer Holidays 2025: 
Break up:  Fri 18th July 
Mon 21st and Tues 22nd July are non-
pupil days 

 
Term Dates 2025 – 2026 

 
September 2025: 

Return on: Weds 3rd Sept 
Mon 1st is a non-pupil day 
Tues 2nd is a non-pupil day 
 
October Half Term 2025: 
Break up: Fri 24th October 
Return on:  Mon 3rd November 
 

Christmas Holidays 2025-26 
Break up: Fri 19th December 
Return on:  Mon 5th January 
 
February Half Term 2026: 
Break up: Fri 13th February 
Return on:  Mon 23rd February 
 
Easter Holidays 2026: 
Break up: Fri 27th March 
Return on:  Mon 13th April 
 

Friday 1st May is a non-pupil day 
Monday 4th May is a Bank Holiday 
 
May Half Term 2026: 

Break up: Thurs 21st May 
Fri 22nd May is a non-pupil day 
Return on:  Mon 1st June 
 
Summer Holidays 2026: 
Break up:  Fri 17th July 
Mon 20th July is a non-pupil day 
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Remember to check 
Seesaw and the 

website for useful 
information, letters 

and dates! 

Attendance Data 
 

 

94% and below  94 – 97% 97% and above 
 
 

 Last week % This week % 

Reception 93.87 94.19 

Year 1 86.00 98.33 

Year 2 94.67 98.67 

Year 3 96.88 92.50 

Year 4 91.25 90.63 

Year 5 96.88 94.69 

Year 6 96.25 90.63 
 
 

  

Whole School total: 93.74 94.16 
 

Well done to Year 2 for highest attendance this week! 

We are occasionally asked to promote activities/clubs etc. from local 
groups.  Such activities are not quality assured by the school and 
parents should be aware of the need to reassure themselves of the 
quality and safety of the services on offer, for example by visiting, 

looking at inspection reports etc. 

 

After School Club - 3.15 – 6pm 
 
Places for the after school club 
must be booked via the school 

office. 

School Meals 
 

The dinner menus are available 
on the school website and via 

Seesaw 

Breakfast Club 
Breakfast club starts at 8.00am.  

Food will be served until  
8.20am only.   

Children will be escorted to class 
at 8.40am 

Merit Certificates 
 

Congratulations to the following children who received a merit certificate  
in our assembly this afternoon: 

 

Rec: Sophie, Thiago, Harper, El-Nathan 
 

Y1: Hermione, Noah, Eric, Piniru 
 
 

Y2:  Hugo, Augustus, Bertie, Kunmi, Clementine 
 
 

Y3:  Oscar, Alice H, William, Harry 
 

 

Y4:  Eva, Harry, Alex, Sophie 
 

 

Y5:   Nuala-Rose, Pheonix, Evangeline, Miguel 
 
 

Y6:  Victoria, Nahla, Aila, Mishel, Rowan 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiCr6Gv_83kAhWhzYUKHVkKBd4QjRx6BAgBEAQ&url=http://clipart-library.com/merits-cliparts.html&psig=AOvVaw0lg6ARapuzlkuLTeTXHfD7&ust=1568470805330289


 

  



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  
  

First Holy Communion 
 
Please see below for the First Holy Communion programme 2024/5  
 

Sessions – 9.15am – 10.45 am St. Teresa’s school (pick up from the church) 
NB The first session will only take place in the church.  
 

Reconciliation  
7/12/24 - God gives you forgiveness 
11/1/25 – Reconciliation preparation  
17/1/2024 - Reconciliation preparation and sacrament (children to arrive at 6pm in the church hall, 
service to start in the church at 7pm). 
 

Communion  
1/2/25 - We walk with Jesus 
1/3/25 - We learn about the mass & we share God’s word. 
22/3/25 - We give thanks & we remember and celebrate. 
26/4/25 - We share the bread of life. 
17/5/25 - Retreat 10 -2pm (children to bring a packed lunch) 
 

First Holy communion rehearsal  
Wednesday 18h June 2025  
6.00pm - Group 1    
7.00pm - Group 2 
 

June 21st 2025 - First Holy Communion services at 11am and 2pm  
 

Going Forth Mass – June 29th 2025 at 9.00am   
 

 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION 
ADMISSIONS FOR RECEPTION – SEPTEMBER 2024 

 
As you may be aware, the primary school (Reception) admission round opened on Monday 4th November 
2024, for parents of children to apply for a Reception school place for the academic year that starts in 
September 2025. 
THE STATUTORY NATIONAL CLOSING DATE FOR APPLICATIONS IS 15 JANUARY 2025. 
From 4th November 2024, applications can be made online via www.essex.gov.uk/admissions.  
 
Please be aware that Essex County Council are not sending letters to parents about making an application. 
All of the application information is available on the website above.  
The website www.essex.gov.uk/admissions also has a copy of the Primary Education in Essex booklet and 
the Schools Admissions Policies Directories contain details of all admission policies.  
Information regarding admissions can also be found by visiting our school website www.st-
teresas.essex.sch.uk and following the links to ‘Key Information’ – ‘Admissions’. 
 
Certificate of Catholic Practise 
Please be aware that Father Riq will be available at the school on the following days to sign Certificates of 
Catholic Practise: 
 
Wednesday 4th December 2024 from 2.00 – 3.00pm 
Wednesday 8th January 2024 from 2.00 – 3.00pm 

 
 
 

 

Brentwood Catholic Children’s Society – Christmas Cards 
 

Brentwood Catholic Children’s Society (BCCS) continues to support the emotional 
health and wellbeing of children, young people and families and are seeing an even 
greater need for their services at this time. 
 

If you would like to support them by buying some of their charity Christmas cards, you can do so 
via their website here:  https://www.bccs.org.uk/christmas/christmas-cards/ 
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Please see the flyers below giving details of FREE workshops n offer for patients within the North Colchester Primary Network surgeries, 
which includes Bluebell Surgery, Highwoods Surgery, Lawford Surgery, Mill Road Surgery and Winstree Medical Practice.  

You are able to book onto the workshop using this link https://uk.surveymonkey.com/r/referralSelf 
 

https://uk.surveymonkey.com/r/referralSelf


 

  



 

  



 



 



 

  



 

 

 

 



 

  



 

 
 


