
 

 

 

    
Dear Parents, Carers and Friends, 
 

We began the week thinking about the word ‘responsibility’.  What does it mean to 
have a responsibility? Do we take responsibility for ourselves, others, or both? We 
looked at some photos taken from around the school.  The children identified the 
areas and we discussed whose responsibility it was to look after these areas.  
 

Next, we turned to scripture and listened to the story of 
Zacchaeus- the cheating tax collector who wanted to see 
Jesus but was so ashamed of his poor behavior and the 
crowd’s reaction he hid in a tree.  Jesus chose Zacchaeus to 
dine with and Zacchaeus took responsibility for his past 
behavior. He said sorry and gave back what he’d stolen. We 
looked at some images of behavior and thought about- who 
has responsibility for our behavior?  We asked God to help us 
grow in our ability to take responsibility for our actions this 
week at school.  
 

On Wednesday we wore red to mark RED WEDNESDAY and attended Mass- this 
national event raises awareness for persecuted Christians around the world.  
 

Pope Francis spoke this week about education stating: ‘School is, first and foremost, 
a place where one learns to open both mind and heart to the world’.  Reflecting on 
this statement I feel great privilege to be leading a school that does just this. 
Curiosity, opening the mind, is very much the driver of our academic curriculum but 
equally so, opening the heart, is weaved through assemblies, worship, RE, and our 
very mission. Pope Francis also said, ‘the key to education is good school-family 
collaboration’ and with that in mind, I wanted to extend my thanks for the support 
and collaboration we get week-in-week-out from you all.  
 

Thank you to those parents who have completed our parent survey- this is a great 
way for us to collaborate and learn from parents.  There is some very positive 
feedback which we greatly appreciate if nothing more than to reassure us we are 
doing a good job!  We’re always striving to make things the best they can be so we 
were also grateful for some feedback in terms of improvement- these comments 
were quite individualized but the Senior Leadership will read every comment and if 
improvements can be made, they will. The vast majority of parents feel that 
concerns, if raised, are dealt with quickly and effectively.  I would like to remind 
parents that, if you have shared concern and you feel a suitable resolution hasn’t 
been found, please do bring it my attention- it would be very rare indeed that a 
solution, compromise or action cannot be made to address a concern.  
 

A second survey has also been available to gauge early opinion on the prospect of 
developing nursery provision at St Teresa’s.  The feedback for this has been 
overwhelmingly positive with 96% of responses believing this could benefit the 
community and 100% of responses who require a future nursery space saying they 
would use the provision if it existed. This is certainly an exciting prospect if we can 
secure funding.  Watch this space! 
 

I’m delighted to introduce a new member of staff to you all, Miss Ingram is our new 
Senior EYFS LSA and will be working in Reception full-time.  
 

We were very excited at the arrival of the Book Fair at school today.  Next week, 
every day after school the Book Fair is open for you to buy some books.  Come along 
and see what is on offer!  
 

Also coming up next week- Year 6 parent’s evenings, Year 5 trip to Duxford… and one 
of the absolute highlights of this term- the BCCS Joint Schools Christmas Concert 
coming up on Friday.  Tickets are still available from the school office- it really is an 
AMAZING show! 
 

God Bless, Mrs Maguire 
 

St. Teresa’s Catholic Primary School 
The School is a charitable company limited by guarantee registered in England and Wales. Registered number 8111345. 

 

2nd Half Autumn Term 2024 – Friday 22nd November 2024  

Term Dates 2024 – 2025 
 
Christmas Holidays 2024-25 
Break up: Thurs 19th Dec at 2.30pm 

Return on:  Mon 6th January 
Fri 20th December is a non-pupil day 
 
February Half Term 2025: 

Break up: Fri 14th February 
Return on:  Mon 24th February 
 
Easter Holidays 2025: 

Break up: Fri 4th April 
Return on:  Tues 22nd April 
 
Friday 2nd May is a non-pupil day 

Monday 5th May is a Bank Holiday 
 
May Half Term 2025: 
Break up: Fri 23rd May 

Return on:  Mon 2nd June 
 
Summer Holidays 2025: 
Break up:  Fri 18th July 

Mon 21st and Tues 22nd July are non-
pupil days 

 
Term Dates 2025 – 2026 

 
September 2025: 
Return on: Weds 3rd Sept 
Mon 1st is a non-pupil day 
Tues 2nd is a non-pupil day 
 
October Half Term 2025: 
Break up: Fri 24th October 

Return on:  Mon 3rd November 
 
Christmas Holidays 2025-26 
Break up: Fri 19th December 

Return on:  Mon 5th January 
 
February Half Term 2026: 
Break up: Fri 13th February 

Return on:  Mon 23rd February 
 
Easter Holidays 2026: 
Break up: Fri 27th March 

Return on:  Mon 13th April 
 
Friday 1st May is a non-pupil day 
Monday 4th May is a Bank Holiday 
 
May Half Term 2026: 
Break up: Thurs 21st May 
Fri 22nd May is a non-pupil day 
Return on:  Mon 1st June 
 
Summer Holidays 2026: 
Break up:  Fri 17th July 

Mon 20th July is a non-pupil day 
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Remember to check 
Seesaw and the 

website for useful 
information, letters 

and dates! 

Attendance Data 
 

 

94% and below  94 – 97% 97% and above 
 
 

 Last week % This week % 

Reception 93.00 93.87 

Year 1 94.67 86.00 

Year 2 91.33 94.67 

Year 3 96.13 96.88 

Year 4 98.75 91.25 

Year 5 97.19 96.88 

Year 6 95.94 96.25 
 
 

  

Whole School total: 95.35 93.74 
 

Well done to Years 3 and 5 for joint highest attendance this week! 

We are occasionally asked to promote activities/clubs etc. from local 
groups.  Such activities are not quality assured by the school and 
parents should be aware of the need to reassure themselves of the 
quality and safety of the services on offer, for example by visiting, 

looking at inspection reports etc. 

 

After School Club - 3.15 – 6pm 
 
Places for the after school club 
must be booked via the school 

office. 

School Meals 
 

The dinner menus are available 
on the school website and via 

Seesaw 

Breakfast Club 
Breakfast club starts at 8.00am.  

Food will be served until  
8.20am only.   

Children will be escorted to class 
at 8.40am 

Merit Certificates 
 

Congratulations to the following children who received a merit certificate  
in our assembly this afternoon: 

 

Rec: Ace, Cara, Felix, Noah 
 

Y1: Keira, Amelia, Bogi, Freddie 
 
 

Y2:  Emily, Matthias, Leo, Simi 
 
 

Y3:  Maddie, Cormac, Silouanos, Myles 
 

 

Y4:  Ambrose, Jacquan, Matilda, Kasinma 
 

 

Y5:   Alex N, Nuala-Rose, Maisie, Eva 
 
 

Y6:  Micaiah, Bayonle, Annie, Aaron 
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION 
ADMISSIONS FOR RECEPTION – SEPTEMBER 2024 

 
As you may be aware, the primary school (Reception) admission round opened on Monday 4th November 
2024, for parents of children to apply for a Reception school place for the academic year that starts in 
September 2025. 
THE STATUTORY NATIONAL CLOSING DATE FOR APPLICATIONS IS 15 JANUARY 2025. 
From 4th November 2024, applications can be made online via www.essex.gov.uk/admissions.  
 
Please be aware that Essex County Council are not sending letters to parents about making an 
application. All of the application information is available on the website above.  
The website www.essex.gov.uk/admissions also has a copy of the Primary Education in Essex booklet and 
the Schools Admissions Policies Directories contain details of all admission policies.  
Information regarding admissions can also be found by visiting our school website www.st-
teresas.essex.sch.uk and following the links to ‘Key Information’ – ‘Admissions’. 
 
Certificate of Catholic Practise 
Please be aware that Father Riq will be available at the school on the following days to sign Certificates 
of Catholic Practise: 
 
Wednesday 4th December 2024 from 2.00 – 3.00pm 
Wednesday 8th January 2024 from 2.00 – 3.00pm 

 
 
 

 
Parent / Carer Survey 

 
Thank you to everyone who has already completed the parent / carer survey following the letter that was 
sent out on Seesaw on Tuesday last week. 
 

A reminder that the survey can be accessed via this link: 
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=-HyphrKNc0u5lV43OvP-
KSsQkirzuMNOmmaSGYiMPTpUOEYwSkpVUzQ5QVlRWjlRQVpYRTJSNFNKMS4u&route=s
horturl 
 

or by scanning the QR code   Thank you for your continued support. 

School based nursery survey 
 
The new Government has set aside £15 million pounds to create more early years spaces 
by expanding school-based nursery provision.  St Teresa's is currently exploring the 
viability of expanding our age-range to create a school-based nursery (potentially to 
include a nursery class, 3-4yrs).  If we can demonstrate a need, we could meet the 
criteria to apply for a grant to create such a provision.  One of our first steps is to gauge 
the need and desire for this provision at our school. Please complete the survey to enable 
us to explore this further.  This survey is applicable to ALL parents (regardless of whether 
you have nursery aged children). 
 
Please use the link below to access the survey or scan the QR code: 
 

https://forms.office.com/e/wB8rnuzpmT 
 

Wellies / Trainers 
 

As the weather turns more wintry our school field is becoming wetter 
and muddier.  We have therefore made the decision that only children 
who have wellies or trainers to change into at break and lunchtimes will 
be permitted to access the field.  Please note that trainers will need to 
be ‘spare’ i.e. in addition to trainers being worn to school on P.E. days.  
Please do ensure that any wellies or trainers that are sent in to school 
for this purpose are CLEARLY labelled and in a named carrier bag – thank 
you for your co-operation. 

http://www.essex.gov.uk/admissions
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https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=-HyphrKNc0u5lV43OvP-KSsQkirzuMNOmmaSGYiMPTpUOEYwSkpVUzQ5QVlRWjlRQVpYRTJSNFNKMS4u&route=shorturl
https://forms.office.com/e/wB8rnuzpmT


 

First Holy Communion 
 
Please see below for the First Holy Communion programme 2024/5  
 

Sessions – 9.15am – 10.45 am St. Teresa’s school (pick up from the church) 
NB The first session will only take place in the church.  
 

Reconciliation  
7/12/24 - God gives you forgiveness 
11/1/25 – Reconciliation preparation  
17/1/2024 - Reconciliation preparation and sacrament (children to arrive at 6pm in the church hall, 
service to start in the church at 7pm). 
 

Communion  
1/2/25 - We walk with Jesus 
1/3/25 - We learn about the mass & we share God’s word. 
22/3/25 - We give thanks & we remember and celebrate. 
26/4/25 - We share the bread of life. 
17/5/25 - Retreat 10 -2pm (children to bring a packed lunch) 
 

First Holy communion rehearsal  
Wednesday 18h June 2025  
6.00pm - Group 1    
7.00pm - Group 2 
 

June 21st 2025 - First Holy Communion services at 11am and 2pm  
 

Going Forth Mass – June 29th 2025 at 9.00am   
 

 

Joint Schools Concert 
 

As in previous years, our school will be helping to raise funds for Brentwood Catholic 
Children’s Society by taking part in a Joint Schools Choir event. 

 
The concert will take place at St. Benedict’s College on Friday 29th November at 6.00pm.  Our children have 
been practising very heard learning the songs and dances that they will perform during the concert. 
 
Tickets for the concert are available to purchase from the school office and are priced at £10 per adult and 
£5 per child.  If you would like to buy some tickets and support this wonderful charity event, please send 
the correct cash amount in an envelope clearly marked with your child’s name and the number of adult / 
child tickets required. 
 
Thank you in advance for your support. 
 

Brentwood Catholic Children’s Society – Christmas Cards 
 

Brentwood Catholic Children’s Society (BCCS) continues to support the emotional 
health and wellbeing of children, young people and families and are seeing an even 
greater need for their services at this time. 
 

If you would like to support them by buying some of their charity Christmas cards, you can do so 
via their website here:  https://www.bccs.org.uk/christmas/christmas-cards/ 
 

https://www.bccs.org.uk/christmas/christmas-cards/


 
  

Book Fair Poster Competition Winners 
 

Congratulations to our 5 competition winners who designed posters to encourage others 
to come to our book fair next week. Their posters not only encouraged attendance at the 

fair, but also shared why reading is so important and fun! 
Thank you to all the amazing entries. We are looking forward to seeing you all at the 

book fair next week and celebrating all things books! 

Cross Country Winners 
 

We received fantastic news this week, that in addition to our individual medallists from 
Cross Country, our Year 6 group of boys and girls achieved group golds! We are so proud 
of them and from the beaming smiles on their faces, they are so proud of themselves as 

well! What a great way to complete their primary school cross country adventure! 



 
 
  

Wrap Around Club 
 

Movie Night 
 
 

Wrap around club are hosting a movie night  

for the children attending the club on 
 

 

Tuesday 26th November 
 

 

 

The film will be  
 

Inside Out 2  
(U rating) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Snacks will be provided as follows: 
 

Hot dogs  

 

Cheese Pizza (vegetarian) 

 

Pop Corn 
 

 

The film will start at 4pm  

and food will be served after the film 
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Parish Christmas Bazaar – Saturday 30th November from 11am – 2pm 
 

The Parish bazaar is fast approaching.   As in previous years we will be 
running a Toiletries/Stationery Tombola.  Can we please ask you for 
donations for this stall?  We usually ask KS1 parents for Toiletries and KS2 for 
Stationery items.  These can be for children or for adults and can be large or 
small items.   
The parish are also asking for donations of chocolate or items for the bottle 
stall - there will be a box in the entrance area of the school for your 
donations. 
   
Please help us to support our Parish in this way - thank you. 
 



 

  



 

Please see the flyers below giving details of FREE workshops n offer for patients within the North Colchester Primary Network surgeries, 
which includes Bluebell Surgery, Highwoods Surgery, Lawford Surgery, Mill Road Surgery and Winstree Medical Practice.  

You are able to book onto the workshop using this link https://uk.surveymonkey.com/r/referralSelf 
 

  

https://uk.surveymonkey.com/r/referralSelf


 



 

  



 
 

  



 

  



 

 

  



 

 
  



 

 


