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Term Dates 2024 — 2025

Christmas Holidays 2024-25
Break up: Thurs 19t Dec at 2.30pm
Return on: Mon 6t January

Fri 20* December is a non-pupil day

February Half Term 2025:
Break up: Fri 14t February
Return on: Mon 24t February

Easter Holidays 2025:
Break up: Fri 4t April
Return on: Tues 221 April

Friday 27 May is a non-pupil day
Monday 5" May is a Bank Holiday

May Half Term 2025:
Break up: Fri 231 May
Return on: Mon 274 June

Summer Holidays 2025:
Break up: Fri 18t July

Mon 21st and Tues 224 July are non-
pupil days

Term Dates 2025 - 2026

September 2025:
Return on: Weds 31 Sept

Mon 1stis a non-pupil day
Tues 2n4 is a non-pupil day

October Half Term 2025:
Break up: Fri 24t October
Return on: Mon 314 November

Christmas Holidays 2025-26
Break up: Fri 19t December

Return on: Mon 5t January

February Half Term 2026:
Break up: Fri 13t February
Return on: Mon 23 February

Easter Holidays 2026:
Break up: Fri 27t March
Return on: Mon 13t April

Friday 1°t May is a non-pupil day
Monday 4t May is a Bank Holiday

May Half Term 2026:
Break up: Thurs 21st May

Fri 227 May is a non-pupil day
Return on: Mon 1st June

Summer Holidays 2026:
Break up: Fri 17t July

Mon 20* July is a non-pupil day

Dear Parents, Carers and Friends,

We began the week gathering together for a remembrance liturgy
including a two-minute silence to mark the 11 hour, of the 11t
day in the 11™ month. Staff, Year 5 and Year 6 led the liturgy, we
reflected on the poighancy of remembrance, listened to scripture,
offered prayers to God and sang collectively.

On Tuesday we excitedly came to school in odd-socks to mark the start of anti-
bullying week, this year the theme of the week was ‘choose respect’. We were very
lucky to be visited by Blu from the band ‘Andy and the Odd Socks’ (aka Mr Ramtohul)
who performed live music for the children, sharing the important message of showing
respect to everyone. Taking part in odd-socks day enables up to live out and
celebrate Catholic social teaching- we all have human dignity because we were made
in the image and likeness of God, everyone deserves respect, something that Jesus
showed us time and time again during His life on earth. Thank you, Blu, for bringing
this message to St Teresa’s for anti-bullying week 2024.

Linking in with the theme of ‘choose respect’ we have launched a new ‘diversity
library’ resource this week at school. Our pop-up library features a collection of
books, dolls, posters and resources that relate to celebrating diversity. Our aim is to
fill our library with dolls and books that represent the rich diversity of pupils and
staff that we have in our school. If you would like to donate a doll, book or resource
to the collection we would be delighted to receive it.

We went from ‘odd-socks Tuesday’ to ‘pajama Friday’ with Your Voice’s ‘Children in
Need’ fundraising. Thank you to everyone who wore their pajamas to school to raise
money for this wonderful charity.

In sporting news, 49 pupils from across KS2 took part in a local cross-country event.
As you can imagine organizing the transportation of 49 pupils alongside the logistics
of different races for different age groups etc. is no mean feat. Mrs Herron did a
fantastic job in pulling this off without a hitch. We had some superb personal
achievements with special mention to Rowan and Toby who took 15t and 2"
respectively in their categories.

Another member of staff who deserves a medal for logistics is Mrs Hale- who perhaps
rarely gets a mention in the newsletter but who does so much behind the scenes at
school- this week organizing the logistics of flu vaccinations for over 200 pupils
overcoming barriers of lunch times, school trips and finding space for the nurses to
work. Well done to all the children who braved the nose spray and got their
vaccination.

Parents of children who use one of our new spaces in school- the Hive- joined us for
a tea party on Thursday. Ms Pamment allowed us all to join in a session of Attention
Autism and pupils interacted in the new space, the Harbour, with sensory and play-
based activities. It was wonderful to share with parents how these spaces and our
SEND provision is evolving.

Today it was wonderful to celebrate mass with the parish alongside our Mini Vinnies,
led by Miss Hilton, who were commissioned into their Mini-Vinnie roles. It was a
proud Headteacher moment!

Please do keep reading to find out more about parent surveys- thank you to the 33
responses so far for the general feedback survey, if you haven’t fed back to us please
do- we value your thoughts and we really want to hear from ALL families. There is
now a second parent survey, again details overleaf, which relates to tentatively
gauging interest in potentially extending our age-range to provide a school-based
nursery provision at St Teresa’s.

God bless- Mrs Maguire
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Attendance Data

94% and below 94- 97% 97% and above

Last week % This week %
Reception 95.33
Year 1 94.67
Year 2 . 91.33 EVERY
SCHOOL DAY
Year 3 96.45 96.13
Year 4 94.69 COUNTS
Year 5 94.06
Year 6 93.75 95.94
Whole School total: 95.14 95.35

Well done for Year 4 for highest attendance this week!
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Merit Certificates

Congratulations to the following children who received a merit certificate
in our assembly this afternoon:

Rec:  Florence, Benjamin, Finley, Oakley
Y1: Scarlett, Logan, Eric, Noah, Irene
Y2: Charlie, Delilah, Robyn, Leo

Y3: Holly, Ethan, Henry, Trinity

Y4: Jayden, Keagan, Olivia, Josie

Y5: Jacob, Jessica, Christopher, Evangeline

Y6: Codey, Leila, Ruth, Sam, Bayonle

Breakfast Club School Meals After School Club - 3.15 - 6pm
Breakfast club starts at 8.00am.
Food will be served until The dinner menus are available Places for the after school club
8.20am only. on the school website and via must be booked via the school
Children will be escorted to class Seesaw office.
at 8.40am
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Remember to check /
Seesaw and the
website for useful
information, letters
and dates!

We are occasionally asked to promote activities/clubs etc. from local
groups. Such activities are not quality assured by the school and
parents should be aware of the need to reassure themselves of the
quality and safety of the services on offer, for example by visiting,

looking at inspection reports etc.

- )
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Mini Vinnies

Congratulations to the Mini Vinnies who were commissioned into their roles at a special
mass this morning. They are such a dedicated and compassionate group of children and
I know they are keen to carry out their roles by helping those most in need. Look out in
the coming weeks for some more information about our focus as we move towards
Christmas. Thank you in advance for your support.

# - WEDNESDAY

ON CHRISTIAN PERSECUTION

Join us and Christians across the world to mark 'Red Wednesday' on Wednesday 20t November by
wearing RED to school. This is non uniform with a red something! This is an awareness day; we are
not collecting for charity. Red is the colour used to symbolise martyrs, and we wear red on this
day to show solidarity to Christians that are persecuted around the world. We also attend mass on
Red Wednesday in place of those around the world who are unable to attend mass because they
are persecuted.
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Open days / tours of the school

Our final open day for prospective families to come and view our school will be held on

Tuesday 19th November at 6.00pm

To book a place please use this link: https://forms.office.com/e/Gr2mKPL4Zn

We look forward to welcoming you.
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION
ADMISSIONS FOR RECEPTION - SEPTEMBER 2024

As you may be aware, the primary school (Reception) admission round opened on Monday
4th November 2024, for parents of children to apply for a Reception school place for the
academic year that starts in September 2025.

THE STATUTORY NATIONAL CLOSING DATE FOR APPLICATIONS IS 15 JANUARY 2025.
From 4t November 2024, applications can be made online via
WWW.essex.gov.uk/admissions.

Please be aware that Essex County Council are not sending letters to parents about
making an application. All of the application information is available on the website
above.

The website www.essex.gov.uk/admissions also has a copy of the Primary Education in
Essex booklet and the Schools Admissions Policies Directories contain details of all
admission policies.

Information regarding admissions can also be found by visiting our school website
www.st-teresas.essex.sch.uk and following the links to ‘Key Information’ - ‘Admissions’.

Certificate of Catholic Practise
Please be aware that Father Rig will be available at the school on the following days to
sign Certificates of Catholic Practise:

Wednesday 4t" December 2024 from 2.00 - 3.00pm
Wednesday 8" January 2024 from 2.00 - 3.00pm

Parent / Carer Survey

Thank you to everyone who has already completed the parent / carer survey following the letter that was
sent out on Seesaw on Tuesday last week.

A reminder that the survey can be accessed via this link:
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=-
HyphrKNcOu51V430vP-
KSsQkirzuMNOmmaSGYiMPTpUOEYwSkpVUzQ5QVIRW]jlRQVpYRTJSN
FNKMS4ué&route=shorturl

or by scanning the QR code =

Thank you for your continued support.
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School Photographs

A reminder that the deadline date to order photos online, with the free delivery
option back to the school, is Tuesday 19th November.

If you are in a particular hurry to get your photos extra quick, as Christmas draws
ever nearer, the photographers do have an instant digital download option, plus a
home delivery service that they guarantee to dispatch within 5 days of receiving
the order. If you need any help with your order online, please contact the
photographers directly on 01394 383944.

Please do note the information below that the photographers have shared with us:

VERY IMPORTANT INFORMATION, PLEASE READ!

You will notice there is just the one image displayed on the individual/sibling photo proofs. But when the
parents go online, in the majority of cases, there will be a further individual photo for them to view and
purchase.

And finally as a thank you for all schools using our services this year we are highlighting the special offer
£21.99 all image digital download option. This applies to any individual/sibling photos taken. This allows
families to download all their individual/sibling images for just £21.99.

Joint Schools Concert

As in previous years, our school will be helping to raise funds for Brentwood Catholic
Children’s Society by taking part in a Joint Schools Choir event.

The concert will take place at St. Benedict’s College on Friday 29" November at 6.00pm. Our children have
been practising very heard learning the songs and dances that they will perform during the concert.

Tickets for the concert are available to purchase from the school office and are priced at £10 per adult and
£5 per child. If you would like to buy some tickets and support this wonderful charity event, please send
the correct cash amount in an envelope clearly marked with your child’s name and the number of adult /
child tickets required.

Thank you in advance for your support.

A

School based nursery survey

The new Government has set aside £15 million pounds to create more early years spaces by
expanding school-based nursery provision. St Teresa's is currently exploring the viability of
expanding our age-range to create a school-based nursery (potentially to include a nursery
class, 3-4yrs). If we can demonstrate a need, we could meet the criteria to apply for a
grant to create such a provision. One of our first steps is to gauge the need and desire for
this provision at our school. Please complete the survey to enable us to explore this
further. This survey is applicable to ALL parents (regardless of whether you have nursery
aged children).

%

Initial School-Based Nursery
Viability Questionnaire

Please use the link below to access the survey or scan the QR code:

https://forms.office.com/e/wB8rnuzpmT [m] 3% [m]

[=]
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First Holy Communion

Please see below for the First Holy Communion programme 2024/5

Sessions - 9.15am - 10.45 am St. Teresa’s school (pick up from the church)
NB The first session will only take place in the church.

Reconciliation

16/11/24 - God gives you joy and peace

7/12/24 - God gives you forgiveness

11/1/25 - Reconciliation preparation

17/1/2024 - Reconciliation preparation and sacrament (children to arrive at 6pm in the church hall,
service to start in the church at 7pm).

Communion

1/2/25 - We walk with Jesus akely O,
1/3/25 - We learn about the mass & we share God’s word. G =
22/3/25 - We give thanks & we remember and celebrate.
26/4/25 - We share the bread of life.

17/5/25 - Retreat 10 -2pm (children to bring a packed lunch) "“‘%
First Holy communion rehearsal " L
Wednesday 18" June 2025 . #*
6.00pm - Group 1 # XN ey %
7.00pm - Group 2 ' i !::“, 3

June 21% 2025 - First Holy Communion services at 11am and 2pm
Going Forth Mass - June 29 2025 at 9.00am

Bikeability Survey

We have been contacted by the Cycle Training Administrator at Essex County Council who has asked us to
share the following message:

Modeshift have helped The Bikeability Trust put together a survey to find out about young people’s travel
behaviour, physical activity and wellbeing.

The results from this survey will help demonstrate why active travel, and Bikeability training in particular,
are important factors in the wellbeing of young people. This will in turn assist The Bikeability Trust when
lobbying for increased funding in the future.

The survey is open to young people aged between 11 and 19 years old and will also need the participation
of their parent or carer to complete the survey. All valid responses to the survey will be entered into a
prize draw for one of 20 £50 Amazon vouchers. It should take roughly 20 minutes to complete.

If children and parents/carers of children between the ages 11-19 are happy to answer the survey, please
use the link below: g
Young People’s Travel Behaviour, Physical Activity, and Wellbeing

The password to complete the survey is modeshift (in lower case letters).

Please also feel free to share it with others who may be interested in taking part.
The survey will be open until Friday 20 December 2024.

Brentwood Catholic Children’s Society - Christmas Cards

W ) Brentwood Catholic Children’s Society (BCCS) continues to support the emotional
BCCS health and wellbeing of children, young people and families and are seeing an even
greater need for their services at this time.

If you would like to support them by buying some of their charity Christmas cards, you can do so

via their website here: https://www.bccs.org.uk/christmas/christmas-cards/



https://app.onlinesurveys.jisc.ac.uk/s/brunel/young-people-s-travel-behaviour-physical-activity-and-wellbeing
https://www.bccs.org.uk/christmas/christmas-cards/

FORTHCOMING ADVENT / CHRISTMAS EVENTS

Please note, at this stage all dates are provisional - we hope to be able to stick to these
published dates but they may be subject to change if necessary

Friday 29t November 4 %
Joint Schools Concert at St. Benedict’s *?g‘
4
r
Saturday 30t November 11.00am - 2.00pm L s

Parish Christmas Bazaar

Monday 2"4 December at 9.00am
Advent Service in the School - Parents invited

¥ FTon
Friday 6t December ﬁclbuét'" &l
FOST Advent Fayre (further details to follow) i*“.tiALR;%;

Monday 9t December

Thursday 12th December
Yé FOST Christmas Discos (times TBC)
O

Friday 13t December
Whole School to the pantomime at the Mercury Theatre

Saturday 14t December
School choir performing with the Choral Society in Church

Sunday 15t December at 3.00pm
Parish Carol Service in Church (school will be participating)
Further details to follow nearer the time

Monday 16t December at 6.00pm
Rec, Y1 and Y2 Christmas Nativity

Tuesday 17th December at 2.00pm and 6.00pm
Rec, Y1 and Y2 Christmas Nativity

Wednesday 18t December
Christmas Dinner Day - menus to follow in due course
This will also be Christmas Jumper Day
(children are invited to wear something Christmassy
instead of their uniform if they would like to)

Thursday 19t December oS 0
Christingle Service at 1.30pm in Church S(“”W &
Last Day of Autumn Term 2.30pm finish ﬁg)?
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On Tuesday a group of year :

5 and 6 children took part in
the Colchester and
Blackwater football

tournament. They worked

hard, enjoyed themselves and s

represented the school
brilliantly. Thank you to Mr

Smith and Mrs Shergold for

taking them and to parents

who helped with
transporting and supporting

PiICCOLLAGE



What a fantastic morning of running we had on Wednesday!
Our children were amazing and we are so proud of them. Congratulations to Rowan and Toby who
automatically go through to the County Finals for coming first and second respectively.

= Thank you to all the adults who helped to transport and support the children
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Advent Fayre
4 Donations

We are currently planning the FOST Advent Fayre, and we have a range of different

stalls planned.

We would like to ask for your help to make this event a successful and enjoyable

experience for the children.

Would you please be able to donate any of the following? Some of these you may have

them at home already!

Men's and women's
Individually wrapped sweet toiletries:
treats.
Mini or travel size. For
For E.‘::ﬂT‘ﬂplE: I::thCUlEltES, Exa]'npl_e: Bath or ShﬂWEl"
SINERL bis'ﬂ‘lits‘ hot items, nail varnish, make
chocolate, :::_u’t’ree sachets, up, deodorant,
ete. accessories, efc.

Books: . .
atation IE'!'I‘II:I items:

Adults and
children’s
books

Mini-notepads, colouring books, puz

books, pens, pencils, erasers

Unwanted Frckaging:

Christmas We need cellophane bags
. all shapes and sizes),
decorations and Lobli i, )
ribbon, Christmas
baubles stickers, small gift bags

(organza or hessian).

Unwanted gifts:

Unused, new or nearly
new items that could be a
Christmas gift for
someone else.

For example: toys, craft
sets, larger toiletry sets,
bags, socks, scarfs,
gloves, candles, photo
frames, jigsaws, etc.

Bracelet
making kits:

zle

Unwanted and
unused beads,
letters or
thread

We are really looking forward to helping the children buy some gifts for their
friends and family! Thank you for your support!!!




Parish Christmas Bazaar - Saturday 30" November from 11am - 2pm

The Parish bazaar is fast approaching. As in previous years we will be
running a Toiletries/Stationery Tombola. Can we please ask you for
donations for this stall? We usually ask KS1 parents for Toiletries and KS2 for
Stationery items. These can be for children or for adults and can be large or
small items.

The parish are also asking for donations of chocolate or items for the bottle
stall - there will be a box in the entrance area of the school for your

donations. St Teresa’s Church Hall and School Hall
16 Clairmont Road, Colchester, CO3 9BE

PLEASE JOIN US FOR OUR

CHRISTMAS
BAZAAR

SATURDAY 30TH
NOVEMBER
11AM - 2PM

Please help us to support our Parish in this way - thank you.

ST TERESA'S BAKE OFF
AT THE PARISH b ns
CHRISTMAS BAZAAR '}

o o NOVEMBER 30TH

11-2PM T’
£ COME AND ENTER
OUR CAKE : Q
30TH NOVEMBER B PONFERTION ~—

11AM - ZPM

Preparations are underway but we h&ed
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er - thank you THE SCHOOL HALL BETWEEN CATEGORN S ARL
4 AND 6PM ON FRIDAY 290 o ADULT - CAKE
:..mmno:o»om o ADULT- CUPCAXSS
NOVEMBER CLEARLY MARKID v RO
CAXE * CHILD CUPCAKES
*Ploase Goel 2 ereres wah name MWM“KR’

and Contact reamier / age lor chld

oriry and & rygredierd b Aor off fteen

ectered

YOUR CREATIONS TO SLL
ON THE DAY)



Please see the flyers below giving details of FREE workshops n offer for patients within the North Colchester Primary Network surgeries,
which includes Bluebell Surgery, Highwoods Surgery, Lawford Surgery, Mill Road Surgery and Winstree Medical Practice.
You are able to book onto the workshop using this link https://uk.surveymonkey.com/r/referralSelf

fO® W

Coping With Challenging Behaviour Online
Workshop

This workshop will help parents/carers to understand
and navigate their child's defiant behaviour.
We will explore triggers for behaviour and learn
strategies to improve relationships within the home.

Monday 18th
November
1lam - 1.30pm
Online

Sam - Associate Facilitator.

£ admin@extrasupportforfamilies.co.uk ° Funded by...
® 01255475001 "]?_...h._. s

@ www.extrasupportforfamilies.co.uk/

Registered in England No: 1158891 DCVST  Begmuer

North Colchester PCN,
Highwoods Surgery, Lawford Surgery,

ADHD Online
Workshop

This workshop will help parents/carers to understand
Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD) and give tips on how to
positively manage their children’s behaviour

Monday 2nd
December
Tlam - 1.30pm
Online

Karen - Senior Programme Design & Facilitator.

\

|
Lauren, MBACP
Integrative Counsellor and Associate Facilitator

X admin@extrasupportforfamilies.co.uk
® 01255475001
& www.extrasupportforfamilies.co.uk/

Funded by...

R
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Registered in England No: 1158891
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North Colchester PCN

Emotional Regulation

This workshop will help parents/carers to
support their children through those BIG
emotions.

We will explore core emotions, what triggers
them and learn strategies to help our children
on the journey towards self regulation.

Monday 16th
December
11lam - 1.30pm
Online

Karen - Senior Programme Design
& Facilitator.

&

Lauren, MBACP
Integrative Counsellor and
Associate Facilitator

funded by’
2 admin@extrasupportforfamilies.co.uk RVHS] Py
© 01255475001 Hroe ..
@ www.extrasupportforfamilies.co.uk/ %
X COMMUNITY
Registered in England No: 1158891 FUND D CVST


https://uk.surveymonkey.com/r/referralSelf

. ‘, Teacher Training

\ @ a» Plume Community
' a .Teachlng Partnership

) B
QERB‘JM DEI LUCERNA

Train to Teach at St Teresa’s Catholic Primary School
via Plume Community Teaching Partnership
Recruiting for September 2025

We are looking to recruit graduates for our highly successful Initial Teacher Training programme.

Working with other local Essex schools, candidates will receive excellent training from experienced staff
working in association with TES Institute.

If teaching is the career for you and you have the drive to make a difference to pupil achievement, please
register your interest for a personal consultation with our Programme Manager.

We are able to offer primary and secondary routes.

Entry Requirements

» Educated to degree level
+ GCSE grade 4/C in English and Mathematics
« Additional grade 4/C or above in Science for Primary

Visits to Plume are always welcome and we regularly host open events
We also offer taster days and work experience

WANT TO FIND OUT MORE?

AN
e

-

e
fume.es ax.sch.uk /ay-
\\ \“

Working with
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mstltute



Delivered by Funded places B

Morth East Essex
Health & Wellbeing Alliance

DEVELOPING SELF-CARE, RESILIENCE
& WELLBEING FOR PARENTS &

CARERS RAISING CHILDREN WITH
SEND & CHALLENGING BEHAVIOUR

EMBRAVE.
Learn How to: EM B RAC E

Develop a positive and empowering EM P OWER.

relationship with yourself & others

Discover the power of self-care and self-acceptance

Find new ways to prioritise your
mental health and well-being

Practice and rehearse strategies for building
your skills and strengthening your resolve to
journey on

Share and explore your travels so far
Take note of and celebrate the skills you
have acquired along the way

Build parents'/carers’ resilience, so they are well placed
to enjoy their journey bringing up their children

= -, -, - =, =, =,

Location: For More Info:
Greenstead Community Centre

Hawthorn Avenue, Greenstead Estate CO43QE Info@lesleybaileytraining.co.uk
FREE PARKING & REFRESHMENTS 07308616149
On the local bus route

InterAct, Charity Registration Mo: 1048631 Company Registration Number: 3087233
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TMAS CAMP 2024

CHECK OUR WEBSITE FOR DISCOUNTS AND OFFERS

INFUATABLE[FOOTIDARTS

DIFFERENT MEGA ACTIVITIES, ARTS & CRAFTS ¢ AND
SPORTS (%) AVAILABLE EACH DAY

v .CHECK OUR WEBSITE FOR
INEC % CHRISTMAS DATES & VENUES
v VAl
+% BOOK ONLINE NOW! ALour_
Ofsted WWW.MEGACAMPS.NET

Registered OR CALL 0333 012 4378




Essex Fire Museum November

Free entry, but Open DaY

booking is essential as
we are on an active fire

10.30am to 4.00pm
(Last entry: 2.30pm)

station site.

tact to book:
Contact us to boo ESSEX FIRE

museum@essex- MUSEUM
fire.gov.uk or 01376

576847. Date: 24th Of November
2>.

|




Essex Fire Museum Christmas Open Day

( With our Santa's Grotto )

Free entry, but
booking is essential as
we are on an active fire
station site.

Contact us to book: ESSEX FIRE

museum@essex- MUSEUM
fire.gov.uk or 01376

576847. Date: 15th Of December

10.30am to 4.00pm
(Last entry: 2.30pm)




