
 

 

 

    
Dear Parents, Carers and Friends, 
 
We began the week, following the half-term break, with 
collective worship where we thought about the importance 
of remembering.  We played a memory game together where 
we had to remember all twenty objects showed to us.  The 
children at St Teresa’s have some fantastic memories!   
I asked the children why it is important to remember and we spoke about having 
moved into a special month for remembering; in November we remember our loved 
ones who have died and we remember people that have died in conflicts.  We 
decided to keep a remembrance book which has been making its way around the 
classes this week so that everyone can add their loved ones for us to remember this 
November.  We prayed together as a school family for all our loved ones in heaven. 
 
We return to school after this weekend on Remembrance Day- 11th November- and as 
is traditional, if your child attends a uniformed group outside of school (Beavers, 
Cubs, Brownies, Sea cadets etc.) they are welcome to attend school in this 
alternative uniform for the day.  Well done to our prefects who have been outside 
school selling poppies this week (and will be again on Monday) in support of the 
Royal British Legion.  It is also pleasing to share that over half-term I received a 
thank you certificate for the school sending 89kg of food to Colchester Food Bank 
following our Harvest appeal.  Thank you and well done St Teresa’s. 

 
Charity days and awareness days are always on the school calendar- do keep reading 
for further details of upcoming days:  Odd Sock Day, Children in Need and the BCCS 
Christmas Concert. 
 
Year 5 led KS2 in a quite beautiful remembrance themed mass on Tuesday.  The 
readings, readers, symbols, singing and poignant question answering by pupils during 
Father Riq’s homily all culminated in a wonderful and poignant celebration.  Year 4 
also invited parents to attend their RE celebration this week- Mrs Herron and Year 4 
were delighted to see so many parents.  
 
Everyone will have received an attendance letter this week- we write to all parents 
half termly to ensure we are keeping you well informed about attendance and to 
enable us to offer support if needed.  If you have been invited to contact school 
regarding your child’s attendance please call the Office to make your appointment. 
Our whole school attendance to half term was 96%- I’m very pleased to see this 
above local and national averages.  As always, thank you for your support. 
 
Parents’ Survey- keep scrolling down and you will find a link to a parents’ survey- we 
would love to hear from all families.  It’s very important for us to know the things 
that we do that you like and that work and any things that we could do better.  By 
asking everyone to share the good and the ‘even better if’ we gain a wide 
understanding of the areas we can celebrate and continue with and the areas we can 
evolve. If you can find two minutes- please complete the survey. 
 
Mrs Wilson, Miss Congdon and Mrs Herron have got rehearsals in full swing for the 
BCCS – Brentwood Catholic Children’s Society- Joint School’s Christmas concert- it is 
a truly magical way to begin Advent and I would encourage you to buy a ticket, 
support BCCS and our wonderful pupils, and come along if you can.  The concert 
takes place at St Benedict’s Catholic College on Friday 29th November at 6pm, details 
of how to purchase tickets are below. 
 
Finally, I was delighted to receive a first edition copy of ‘Teresa Talk’- St Teresa’s 
first school newspaper today- the pupils who belong to Mrs Gill’s club have done a 
fantastic job- do look it up on Seesaw if you can. 
 

God Bless- Mrs Maguire 
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2nd Half Autumn Term 2024 – Friday 8th November 2024  

Term Dates 2024 – 2025 
 
Christmas Holidays 2024-25 

Break up: Thurs 19th Dec at 2.30pm 
Return on:  Mon 6th January 
Fri 20th December is a non-pupil day 
 
February Half Term 2025: 
Break up: Fri 14th February 
Return on:  Mon 24th February 
 
Easter Holidays 2025: 
Break up: Fri 4th April 
Return on:  Tues 22nd April 
 

Friday 2nd May is a non-pupil day 
Monday 5th May is a Bank Holiday 
 
May Half Term 2025: 

Break up: Fri 23rd May 
Return on:  Mon 2nd June 
 
Summer Holidays 2025: 

Break up:  Fri 18th July 
Mon 21st and Tues 22nd July are non-
pupil days 

 
Term Dates 2025 – 2026 

 
September 2025: 
Return on: Weds 3rd Sept 

Mon 1st is a non-pupil day 
Tues 2nd is a non-pupil day 
 
October Half Term 2025: 

Break up: Fri 24th October 
Return on:  Mon 3rd November 
 
Christmas Holidays 2025-26 

Break up: Fri 19th December 
Return on:  Mon 5th January 
 
February Half Term 2026: 

Break up: Fri 13th February 
Return on:  Mon 23rd February 
 
Easter Holidays 2026: 

Break up: Fri 27th March 
Return on:  Mon 13th April 
 
Friday 1st May is a non-pupil day 
Monday 4th May is a Bank Holiday 
 
May Half Term 2026: 
Break up: Thurs 21st May 

Fri 22nd May is a non-pupil day 
Return on:  Mon 1st June 
 
Summer Holidays 2026: 

Break up:  Fri 17th July 
Mon 20th July is a non-pupil day 
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FLU VACCINATIONS – 13 11 2024 
IMPORTANT INFORMATION 

 
If you did not receive an email confirmation for your completed consent form/s, please complete 
and resubmit your consent form to ensure this has been received by the team.  
https://forms.office.com/e/RF2F0gnPNG 

If you require support to complete, please contact the team on 0300 790 0597 option 1. 

 
Please be aware that flu vaccinations will be taking place in school on Wednesday 13th November 

2024.  Please read the information below that we have received from the immunisation team. 
 

If you would like your child to receive the vaccination you MUST complete the online consent form 
via the link in the letter.  

 As you will read below there is no guarantee that forms submitted after this date will be accepted. 
 

The deadline for parents to complete is 11/11/2024. We cannot guarantee any forms submitted 
after this date and time will be accepted at the school session. 
 
Parents can contact the team on 0300 790 0597 if they would like any help completing the form or 
have any queries. 
 
Dear Parent/ Guardian, 
 
Your child’s Annual Flu Vaccination Is Now Due, please click the below link to complete a 
consent form. 
 

LINK HERE 
 

This vaccination is recommended to help protect your child against flu. Flu can be an unpleasant 
illness and can cause serious complications. Vaccinating your child will also help protect more 
vulnerable family and friends by preventing the spread of flu.  
Most children are offered a nasal spray vaccine which is a quick, simple and painless spray up the 
nose.  
 
The nasal spray vaccine is the most effective vaccine. The nasal spray vaccine contains a very small 
amount of porcine gelatine as an essential ingredient to keep it stable and able to work. For those who 
may not accept medicines or vaccines that contain porcine gelatine, a flu vaccine injection is 
available. Even if your child had the vaccine last year, the type of flu can vary each winter, so it is 
recommended to have it again this year or they won’t be protected. 
 
Since the programme was introduced, most children offered the vaccine in schools have had the 
immunisation.  
 
For further information, please refer to the following leaflets: 
 
Primary – Flu vaccination primary school - for parents - Health Publications 
 
Secondary - Protect yourself from flu-secondary school - English - Health Publications 
 
If you have any queries, or need to discuss the alternative flu vaccine injection please 
Contact the immunisation team on 0300 790 0597 or at epunft.NE-Immunisations@nhs.net  
 
Yours sincerely 
Essex Partnership University Trust Immunisation Team 

https://forms.office.com/e/RF2F0gnPNG
https://forms.office.com/e/RF2F0gnPNG
https://www.healthpublications.gov.uk/ViewProduct.html?sp=Sfluvaccinationprimaryschoolforparents
https://www.healthpublications.gov.uk/ViewProduct.html?sp=Sprotectyourselffromflusecondaryschoolenglish
mailto:epunft.NE-Immunisations@nhs.net


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Remember to check 
Seesaw and the 

website for useful 
information, letters 

and dates! 

Attendance Data 
 

As a whole school we are doing well against local and national averages with whole school attendance for the 
half term at 96%.  However, in previous years we see a decline in attendance from the half-term break in the 
lead-up to Christmas.  Often this is due to illness- to support parents with our expectations regarding illness 
and attendance at school please do see further along in the newsletter for advice from the NHS to support 
maximising school attendance.  Please remember that every session counts, with each school day accounting 
for two sessions, it would always be better to attend for half a day than no days.  The link between 
attendance and attainment is clear; in addition, regular attendance is important for positive peer 
relationships which is a protective factor for mental health and wellbeing.  

 

94% and below  94 – 97% 97% and above 
 

 Week before half 
term % 

This week % 

Reception 99.33 95.33 

Year 1 98.33 93.79 

Year 2 98.39 98.00 

Year 3 95.81 96.45 

Year 4 97.42 94.69 

Year 5 95.63 94.06 

Year 6 96.25 93.75 
 
 

  

Whole School total: 96.61 95.14 
 

Well done for Year 2 for highest attendance this week! 

We are occasionally asked to promote activities/clubs etc. from local 
groups.  Such activities are not quality assured by the school and 
parents should be aware of the need to reassure themselves of the 
quality and safety of the services on offer, for example by visiting, 

looking at inspection reports etc. 

 

After School Club - 3.15 – 6pm 
 
Places for the after school club 
must be booked via the school 

office. 

School Meals 
 

The dinner menus are available 
on the school website and via 

Seesaw 

Breakfast Club 
Breakfast club starts at 8.00am.  

Food will be served until  
8.20am only.   

Children will be escorted to class 
at 8.40am 

Merit Certificates 
 

Congratulations to the following children who received a merit certificate  
in our assembly this afternoon: 

 

Rec: Brooklyn, Katie, Isaac, Luca 
 

Y1: Casper, Emily, Charlotte, Theo 
 

 

Y2:  Eliyanah, Matthias, James, Henry, Cora  
 

 

Y3:  Toby, Kayne, Maddie, Lydia 
 
 

Y4:  Alice, Charlotte M, Henry, Sophie 
 
 

Y5:   Roberta, Harriet, Millie, Emmi 
 
 

Y6:  Marcus, Thomas, Archie, Caitlin, Amber, Izzy 
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Open days / tours of the school 

 

Our final open day for prospective families to come and view our school will be held on 
 

Tuesday 19th November at 6.00pm 

 

To book a place please use this link:   

https://forms.office.com/e/Gr2mKPL4Zn 

 

We look forward to welcoming you. 
 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION 
ADMISSIONS FOR RECEPTION – SEPTEMBER 2024 

 
As you may be aware, the primary school (Reception) admission round opened on Monday 
4th November 2024, for parents of children to apply for a Reception school place for the 
academic year that starts in September 2025. 
THE STATUTORY NATIONAL CLOSING DATE FOR APPLICATIONS IS 15 JANUARY 2025. 
From 4th November 2024, applications can be made online via 
www.essex.gov.uk/admissions.  
 
Please be aware that Essex County Council are not sending letters to parents about 
making an application. All of the application information is available on the website 
above.  
The website www.essex.gov.uk/admissions also has a copy of the Primary Education in 
Essex booklet and the Schools Admissions Policies Directories contain details of all 
admission policies.  
Information regarding admissions can also be found by visiting our school website 
www.st-teresas.essex.sch.uk and following the links to ‘Key Information’ – ‘Admissions’. 
 
Certificate of Catholic Practise 
Please be aware that Father Riq will be available at the school on the following days to 
sign Certificates of Catholic Practise: 
 

Wednesday 4th December 2024 from 2.00 – 3.00pm 
Wednesday 8th January 2024 from 2.00 – 3.00pm 

 
 
 

 

https://forms.office.com/e/Gr2mKPL4Zn
http://www.essex.gov.uk/admissions
http://www.essex.gov.uk/admissions
http://www.st-teresas.essex.sch.uk/


 
  

BBC Children in Need 
 

As in previous years we will be supporting Children in Need by inviting all children to 
come to school on Friday 15th November wearing their pyjamas in return for a 
minimum donation of £1. (No slippers please!).   
 

Donations can be made online to a special Children in Need ParentPay page (linked to 
our school) by following this link:  

https://app.parentpay.com/ParentPayShop/Foc/Default.aspx?shopid=15472 
 

You are also most welcome to send in a cash donation on the day.  Thank you for your 
continued support. 

 

Odd Socks Day as part of Anti-Bullying Week 11th – 15th November 
 

During anti-bullying week the children will be taking part in various activities.  On 
Tuesday 12th November we are delighted to be welcoming Blu from Andy and the Odd 
Socks into school to lead an assembly.  We would like to invite all of the children to 
wear Odd Socks on that day as it is a great way celebrate what makes us all unique in 
Anti-Bullying Week! (No monetary donations required). 
 
Thank you for your support of this very worthwhile initiative. 

School Photographs 
 
A reminder that the deadline date to order photos online, with the free delivery 
option back to the school, is Tuesday 19th November.  
 
If you are in a particular hurry to get your photos extra quick, as Christmas draws 
ever nearer, the photographers do have an instant digital download option, plus a 
home delivery service that they guarantee to dispatch within 5 days of receiving 
the order. If you need any help with your order online, please contact the 
photographers directly on 01394 383944. 
 
Please do note the information below that the photographers have shared with us: 
 
VERY IMPORTANT INFORMATION, PLEASE READ!  
You will notice there is just the one image displayed on the individual/sibling photo proofs. But when the 
parents go online, in the majority of cases, there will be a further individual photo for them to view and 
purchase. 
 
And finally as a thank you for all schools using our services this year we are highlighting the special offer 
£21.99 all image digital download option.  This applies to any individual/sibling photos taken. This allows 
families to download all their individual/sibling images for just £21.99. 
 
 

Royal British Legion – Poppy Appeal 
 

As you are aware our prefects have been selling poppies and various other items in support of 
the Royal British Legion’s Annual Poppy Appeal.  These will be available again on Monday, so 
if you would like your child to purchase a poppy please can you ensure that they have the 
amount that you would like them to donate in a clearly marked envelope (particularly for the 
younger children), or that they are aware what the money you are giving them is for!  Thank 
you in advance for your support of this worthwhile cause. 

 

As has been our usual custom, we will, like the rest of the nation, be remembering those who have died as a 
result of war.  During our assembly on Monday morning the whole school will observe a two minute silence.   
To help mark the occasion we are also inviting all pupils who belong to uniformed organisations, such as 
Rainbows, Beavers, Brownies, Cubs, Scouts, Guides, etc. to wear their uniform to school that day. In addition 
to displaying respect for the fallen in war, it will also highlight the contribution that  
young people in uniformed organisations make with regards to the annual Royal British Legion  
Poppy Appeal. Wearing their uniform is also a way of highlighting the existence of such 
 organisations. All other pupils will be required to wear their normal school uniform / PE kit that day. 
 

https://app.parentpay.com/ParentPayShop/Foc/Default.aspx?shopid=15472
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjY2P7mi5vXAhXGDMAKHW8dDtQQjRwIBw&url=http://www.discoverpenrith.co.uk/latest-news/support-the-royal-british-legion-at-sainsburys/&psig=AOvVaw2bvbKRC1OPaPODDgMyEw04&ust=1509547230692224
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiB892zzPfWAhXjLcAKHRQtBc0QjRwIBw&url=https://modmissy.com/2012/11/09/in-remembrance-2/&psig=AOvVaw3zlRlL3PoMOXiAdstztYKh&ust=1508327602237583


 

Parent / Carer Survey 
 

Thank you to everyone who has already completed the parent / carer survey following the letter that was 
sent out on Seesaw on Tuesday. 
 
A reminder that the survey can be accessed via this link: 
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=-
HyphrKNc0u5lV43OvP-
KSsQkirzuMNOmmaSGYiMPTpUOEYwSkpVUzQ5QVlRWjlRQVpYRTJSNF
NKMS4u&route=shorturl 
 
or by scanning the QR code  
 
Thank you for your continued support. 

Joint Schools Concert 
 

As in previous years, our school will be helping to raise funds for Brentwood Catholic 
Children’s Society by taking part in a Joint Schools Choir event. 

 
The concert will take place at St. Benedict’s College on Friday 29th November at 6.00pm.  Our children 
have been practising very heard learning the songs and dances that they will perform during the concert. 
 
Tickets for the concert are available to purchase from the school office and are priced at £10 per adult 
and £5 per child.  If you would like to buy some tickets and support this wonderful charity event, please 
send the correct cash amount in an envelope clearly marked with your child’s name and the number of 
adult / child tickets required. 
 
Thank you in advance for your support. 
 

https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=-HyphrKNc0u5lV43OvP-KSsQkirzuMNOmmaSGYiMPTpUOEYwSkpVUzQ5QVlRWjlRQVpYRTJSNFNKMS4u&route=shorturl
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=-HyphrKNc0u5lV43OvP-KSsQkirzuMNOmmaSGYiMPTpUOEYwSkpVUzQ5QVlRWjlRQVpYRTJSNFNKMS4u&route=shorturl
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=-HyphrKNc0u5lV43OvP-KSsQkirzuMNOmmaSGYiMPTpUOEYwSkpVUzQ5QVlRWjlRQVpYRTJSNFNKMS4u&route=shorturl
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=-HyphrKNc0u5lV43OvP-KSsQkirzuMNOmmaSGYiMPTpUOEYwSkpVUzQ5QVlRWjlRQVpYRTJSNFNKMS4u&route=shorturl
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First Holy Communion 
 
Please see below for the First Holy Communion programme 2024/5  
 

Sessions – 9.15am – 10.45 am St. Teresa’s school (pick up from the church) 
NB The first session will only take place in the church.  
 

Reconciliation  
16/11/24 - God gives you joy and peace 
7/12/24 - God gives you forgiveness 
11/1/25 – Reconciliation preparation  
17/1/2024 - Reconciliation preparation and sacrament (children to arrive at 6pm in the church hall, 
service to start in the church at 7pm). 
 

Communion  
1/2/25 - We walk with Jesus 
1/3/25 - We learn about the mass & we share God’s word. 
22/3/25 - We give thanks & we remember and celebrate. 
26/4/25 - We share the bread of life. 
17/5/25 - Retreat 10 -2pm (children to bring a packed lunch) 
 

First Holy communion rehearsal  
Wednesday 18h June 2025  
6.00pm - Group 1    
7.00pm - Group 2 
 

June 21st 2025 - First Holy Communion services at 11am and 2pm  
 

Going Forth Mass – June 29th 2025 at 9.00am   
 

 

Parish Christmas Bazaar – Saturday 30th November from 11am – 2pm 
 

The Parish bazaar is fast approaching.   As in previous years we will be running a 
Toiletries/Stationery Tombola.  Can we please ask you for donations for this stall?  We usually ask 
KS1 parents for Toiletries and KS2 for Stationery items.  These can be for children or for adults 
and can be large or small items.  There will be a box in the entrance area of the school for your 
donations.   
Please help us to support our Parish in this way - thank you. 
 



 
  



 

 



 

  



 

  



 
  



 
 
  



 

  



 

 



 

Please see the flyers below giving details of FREE workshops n offer for patients within the North Colchester Primary Network surgeries,  
which includes Bluebell Surgery, Highwoods Surgery, Lawford Surgery, Mill Road Surgery and Winstree Medical Practice.  

You are able to book onto the workshop using this link https://uk.surveymonkey.com/r/referralSelf 
 

  

https://uk.surveymonkey.com/r/referralSelf


 

 


