
 

 

 

    
Dear Parents, Carers and Friends 
 
I usually start my newsletter reflecting on how we started 
the week but today I’m reflecting on how we ended it.  
Today we gathered as a whole school community in Church 
to rejoice and give thanks in a Harvest Festival celebration.  
Thank you to everyone that contributed and everyone that 
joined us.  Father Riq encouraged us to always remember to 
be grateful for all that we have and to say thank you 
whenever we can.   
 

And on that note, THANK YOU parents for your generosity during our food bank 
collection this harvest and for all your support during this first half-term of the year.  
This was illustrated by the great turn out for parents’ evenings this week- I do hope 
you found parents’ evening informative and reassuring.  One of the many positive 
comments I repeatedly heard during parents’ evening was the amazement at the 
amount of work pupils had already produced in their learning this year- the children 
do work hard at St Teresa’s and always respond to the high expectations set by the 
teachers.  Pupils, teachers and parents I think we all deserve a good rest over half 
term next week. 
 

Our bright colours non-uniform was a great celebratory way to finish the half-term 
today- this was organized by FOST who I know will want me to thank you for the £1 
donations! FOST have been busy all week in fact organizing the second-hand uniform 
sale- I hope you were all able to grab a bargain. It is thanks to FOST (and your 
donations) that we have a brand new play equipment shed- the children are really 
enjoying have organized equipment easily accessible on the playground- it is working 
wonderfully- THANK YOU FOST!  
 

Have you heard of PINS- the Partnership for Inclusion and Neurodiversity in Schools- 
we are working in partnership with PINS this academic year as we continue to grow 
and enrich of provision for pupils with SEND.  PINS met with Mrs Burrows and myself 
this week to feedback from parents that had contributed to a forum and 
questionnaires about ways we can improve our SEND provision. We were encouraged 
with the positive feedback and equally excited with feedback and ideas from parents 
about what we could do better.  Certainly, watch this space!   
 

Reminder- when we return after half-term we shall be in winter uniform- shirts and 
ties. 
 

Half term crafty fun- the children will have come home with a flyer with some 
optional homework for the half term break… we are changing our displays from 
‘Harvest’ to ‘Remembrance’ and are requesting ‘poppy themed’ art and craft.  If you 
have time to get crafty during half-term I look forward to seeing your creations when 
we return to school. 
 

During parents’ evenings lots of parents were intrigued by the new ‘Curiosity 
Cupboard’ we have in the foyer.  We know that stimulating curiosity stimulates our 
learning brains and as such we are very excited about enriching our curriculum with 
curiosity opportunities. Some of our Year 6 prefects have the job of curating the 
cupboard and they are looking for a range of curious objects to fill it.  A curious 
object could be anything that intrigues and stimulates discussion, awe or wonder.  
Do you have any curious objects you would like to donate to our cupboard?  
 

I would like to finish the newsletter by wishing all our families a wonderful 
half-term break.  I look forward to seeing you back at school on the 4th of 
November.  I do hope you can take the words of our communion reflection 
with you this half-term: God is wonderfully present in all things, we cannot 
see or touch Him but we sometimes sense His presence.  When your mind or 
heart are troubled, walk and look at nature! 
 

God Bless – Mrs Maguire 

St. Teresa’s Catholic Primary School 
The School is a charitable company limited by guarantee registered in England and Wales. Registered number 8111345. 

 

1st Half Autumn Term 2024 – Friday 25th October 2024  

Term Dates 2024 – 2025 
 
October Half Term 2024: 

Break up: Fri 25th October 
Return on:  Mon 4th November 
 
Christmas Holidays 2024-25 

Break up: Thurs 19th Dec at 2.30pm 
Return on:  Mon 6th January 
Fri 20th December is a non-pupil day 
 
February Half Term 2025: 
Break up: Fri 14th February 
Return on:  Mon 24th February 
 
Easter Holidays 2025: 
Break up: Fri 4th April 
Return on:  Tues 22nd April 
 

Friday 2nd May is a non-pupil day 
Monday 5th May is a Bank Holiday 
 
May Half Term 2025: 

Break up: Fri 23rd May 
Return on:  Mon 2nd June 
 
Summer Holidays 2025: 

Break up:  Fri 18th July 
Mon 21st and Tues 22nd July are non-
pupil days 

 
Term Dates 2025 – 2026 

 
September 2025: 
Return on: Weds 3rd Sept 

Mon 1st is a non-pupil day 
Tues 2nd is a non-pupil day 
 
October Half Term 2025: 

Break up: Fri 24th October 
Return on:  Mon 3rd November 
 
Christmas Holidays 2025-26 

Break up: Fri 19th December 
Return on:  Mon 5th January 
 
February Half Term 2026: 

Break up: Fri 13th February 
Return on:  Mon 23rd February 
 
Easter Holidays 2026: 

Break up: Fri 27th March 
Return on:  Mon 13th April 
 
Friday 1st May is a non-pupil day 
Monday 4th May is a Bank Holiday 
 
May Half Term 2026: 
Break up: Thurs 21st May 

Fri 22nd May is a non-pupil day 
Return on:  Mon 1st June 
 
Summer Holidays 2026: 
Break up:  Fri 17th July 
Mon 20th July is a non-pupil day 
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FLU VACCINATIONS – 13 11 2024 
IMPORTANT INFORMATION 

 

Please be aware that flu vaccinations will be taking place in school on Wednesday 13th November 
2024.  Please read the information below that we have received from the immunisation team. 

 
If you would like your child to receive the vaccination you MUST complete the online consent form 

via the link in the letter.  
 As you will read below there is no guarantee that forms submitted after this date will be accepted. 

 

Good afternoon, 
 
We are looking forward to visiting your school on: 13/11/2024 for the annual flu immunisation session 
for your school. 
 
Please could the below letter, containing a secure link to complete the consent form, be sent out to 
parents. The deadline for parents to complete is 11/11/2024. We cannot guarantee any forms 
submitted after this date and time will be accepted at the school session. 
 
Parents can contact the team on 0300 790 0597 if they would like any help completing the form or 
have any queries. 
 
Dear Parent/ Guardian, 
 
Your child’s Annual Flu Vaccination Is Now Due, please click the below link to complete a 
consent form. 
 
LINK HERE 
 
This vaccination is recommended to help protect your child against flu. Flu can be an unpleasant 
illness and can cause serious complications. Vaccinating your child will also help protect more 
vulnerable family and friends by preventing the spread of flu.  
Most children are offered a nasal spray vaccine which is a quick, simple and painless spray up the 
nose.  
 
The nasal spray vaccine is the most effective vaccine. The nasal spray vaccine contains a very small 
amount of porcine gelatine as an essential ingredient to keep it stable and able to work. For those who 
may not accept medicines or vaccines that contain porcine gelatine, a flu vaccine injection is 
available. Even if your child had the vaccine last year, the type of flu can vary each winter, so it is 
recommended to have it again this year or they won’t be protected. 
 
Since the programme was introduced, most children offered the vaccine in schools have had the 
immunisation.  
 
For further information, please refer to the following leaflets: 
 
Primary – Flu vaccination primary school - for parents - Health Publications 
 
Secondary - Protect yourself from flu-secondary school - English - Health Publications 
 
If you have any queries, or need to discuss the alternative flu vaccine injection please 
Contact the immunisation team on 0300 790 0597 or at epunft.NE-Immunisations@nhs.net  
 
Yours sincerely 
Essex Partnership University Trust Immunisation Team 

https://forms.office.com/e/RF2F0gnPNG
https://www.healthpublications.gov.uk/ViewProduct.html?sp=Sfluvaccinationprimaryschoolforparents
https://www.healthpublications.gov.uk/ViewProduct.html?sp=Sprotectyourselffromflusecondaryschoolenglish
mailto:epunft.NE-Immunisations@nhs.net


 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   

Remember to check 
Seesaw and the 

website for useful 
information, letters 

and dates! 

Attendance Data: 
 

94% and below  94 – 97% 97% and above 
 

 Last week % This week % 

Reception 96.67 99.33 

Year 1 93.33 98.33 

Year 2 97.42 98.39 

Year 3 95.48 95.81 

Year 4 95.63 97.42 

Year 5 95.00 95.63 

Year 6 98.44 96.25 
 
 

  

Whole School total: 96.01 96.61 
 

Well done Reception for highest attendance this week! 

We are occasionally asked to promote activities/clubs etc. from local 
groups.  Such activities are not quality assured by the school and 
parents should be aware of the need to reassure themselves of the 
quality and safety of the services on offer, for example by visiting, 

looking at inspection reports etc. 

 

After School Club - 3.15 – 6pm 
 
Places for the after school club 
must be booked via the school 

office. 

School Meals 
 

The dinner menus are available 
on the school website and via 

Seesaw 

Breakfast Club 
 

Breakfast club starts at 8.00am.  
Food will be served until  

8.20am only.   
Children will be escorted to class 

at 8.40am 

Merit Certificates 
 

Congratulations to the following children who received a merit certificate  
in our assembly this afternoon: 

 

Y1: Abbie, Emily, Aurelijus, Daniel, Logan, Jesse, Theo 
 

 

Y2:  Gabbie, Samantha, Irene, Zohra, Emily, Matthias 
 
 

Y3:  Harry, Elijah, Arthur, Darell, Harper, Halsten 
 
 

Y4:  Josie, Sia, David, Keagan 
 

 

Y5:   Delilah, Jacob P, Maisie, Daniela, Eva 
 
 

Y6:  Nahla, Lewis, Izzy, Oliver 
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First Holy Communion 
 
Please see below for the First Holy Communion programme 2024/5  
 

Sessions – 9.15am – 10.45 am St. Teresa’s school (pick up from the church) 
NB The first session will only take place in the church.  
 

Reconciliation  
16/11/24 - God gives you joy and peace 
7/12/24 - God gives you forgiveness 
11/1/25 – Reconciliation preparation  
17/1/2024 - Reconciliation preparation and sacrament (children to arrive at 6pm in the church hall, 
service to start in the church at 7pm). 
 

Communion  
1/2/25 - We walk with Jesus 
1/3/25 - We learn about the mass & we share God’s word. 
22/3/25 - We give thanks & we remember and celebrate. 
26/4/25 - We share the bread of life. 
17/5/25 - Retreat 10 -2pm (children to bring a packed lunch) 
 

First Holy communion rehearsal  
Wednesday 18h June 2025  
6.00pm - Group 1    
7.00pm - Group 2 
 

June 21st 2025 - First Holy Communion services at 11am and 2pm  
 

Going Forth Mass – June 29th 2025 at 9.00am   
 

 

Open days / tours of the school 

 

We will be holding open days for prospective families to come and view our school on the following 
dates: 

 

Friday 8th November at 9.30am 

Tuesday 19th November at 6.00pm 

 

To book a place on one of the above dates please use this link:   

https://forms.office.com/e/Gr2mKPL4Zn 

 

We look forward to welcoming you. 
 

Secondary School Applications for September 2025 – Reminder for Year 6 Parents 
 
As you may be aware, the statutory closing date for applications from parents of Year 6 children (for a 
secondary school place in Year 7 from September 2025) is 31 October 2024. 
 
A reminder that, if you are yet to apply, you must do so by 31 October 2024. Any applications made late 
are dealt with after those made on time and so applying late reduces the chances of being offered a 
preferred school. 
 
Applications can be made via the following link: www.essex.gov.uk/admissions. 
 
 
Kind regards 
 
Shamsun Noor 
Head of Operations 
Essex County Council 
Tel: 033301 32246 | Ext: 32246   
 

https://forms.office.com/e/Gr2mKPL4Zn
http://www.essex.gov.uk/admissions


 



 

  



 

  



 

 



 

Please see the flyers below giving details of FREE workshops n offer for patients within the North Colchester Primary Network surgeries,  
which includes Bluebell Surgery, Highwoods Surgery, Lawford Surgery, Mill Road Surgery and Winstree Medical Practice.  

You are able to book onto the workshop using this link https://uk.surveymonkey.com/r/referralSelf 
 

https://uk.surveymonkey.com/r/referralSelf


 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

  
 
  

Parish Christmas Bazaar – Saturday 30th November from 11am – 2pm 
 
Dear parents and carers – The Parish bazaar is fast approaching.   As in previous years we 
will be running a Toiletries/Stationery Tombola.  Can we please ask you for donations for 
this stall?  We usually ask KS1 parents for Toiletries and KS2 for Stationery items.  These 
can be for children or for adults and can be large or small items.  There will be a box in 
the entrance area of the school for your donations.   
Please help us to support our Parish in this way - Thank you. 
 



 

 



 

  



 

 
 



 

 
 



 

 
 



 



 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 
  

October Half Term – Tech Camp 
 
We have been asked to share the following information with you: 
 
Dear Parents/Guardians,  
October half term is fast approaching, and we have an excellent solution for childcare this holiday! 
 

We are so excited to be running our October STEM tech camp at Holmwood House School, CO3 9ST from the 28th October – 
1st November this upcoming half term.  
 

Our STEM camps are a fun and engaging environment to access impressive technology and learn the foundations of coding 
and engineering for 5-11 year olds! 
 

Our spooky October tech camps will see a host of new activities that you won’t want to miss out on:  
 

- Revolting Robotics & Creepy Coding 🤖 
Learn how to program a robot with crazy functions like dancing or answering questions!  
 

- Crazy Circuits & Animation 🤯 
Enter the world of circuitry and animation and utilize our tech and your creativity to create wonders of animation.  
 

- Enchanting Engineering & 3D Animation 👩‍🔬 
Learn even more impressive real-world skills like the foundations of engineering with our advanced tech and teaching, and 
let your imagination run wild with 3D animation!  
 

- Thrilling Inventions & Virtual Reality 🎃 
Explore a virtual reality with our VR headsets and dive into the world of Ocean Rift, the first VR underwater world, or choose 
Rush, to experience the feeling of jumping out of a plane!  
  

Our October Tech Camps are the perfect opportunity for childcare that does more; enjoy a week of Halloween fun and 
outstanding education!  
 

Spaces are LIMITED so book now to avoid disappointment. This camp is £45 per day, and we have a special offer of £175 for 
5 days, which works out as only £35 per day!  
 

Book here: https://www.nextthing.education/ 
 

We look forward to seeing you at camp! 🚀🤖 
 

https://www.nextthing.education/


 

  



 

 
 
 
 
   



 
  



 

 



 

  



 

 
  

FITC Holiday Camps 

Please use this link to book: https://fitc-academy.classforkids.io    

 

https://fitc-academy.classforkids.io/


 

    


