
 

 

 

    
Dear Parents, Carers and Friends, 
We began the week with collective worship- we listened again to a Psalm 
focused on the wonders of creation and we thanked God again for the gifts of 
the harvest.  We thought about how lucky we are that we always have food 
to eat, we thought about people who were not that lucky.  We thought about 
what we could do to help and the food-bank collection was launched.  Please 
do let your children have a rummage in the cupboards to support the 
foodbank.  All next week Year 6 prefects will be outside on the front 
playground in the morning gathering up donations. Thank you in advance for 
your generosity. Just for fun we read the brilliantly funny story ‘The Gigantic 
Turnip’- I’m sure the children can retell it to you at home! 
 
Congratulations to our new Sports Ambassadors for the year – receiving 
badges in assembly this week were: Alex N, Millie, Oscar B, Amira, Tallulah, 
Jessica, Miguel, Charlie, Erin, Leila, Lewis, Lisa, Micaiah, Nahla, Rowan, 
Victoria and Alexandra.  Mrs Herron is keen to retain our gold PE award and 
our Sports Ambassadors, I know, will play a vital role helping us do that.  I 
feel perhaps we should also have ‘Parent Helper Sports Ambassador’ badges 
because again without volunteers in our parent body we certainly couldn’t 
attend half the sporting fixtures and events that we do. 
 
On Tuesday FOST- the Friends of St Teresa’s- hosted their annual general 
meeting. Thank you to everyone that attended.  What became very apparent 
was the need for more volunteers to help in organising events- could you 
help with even just one event per year? I know FOST would love to hear from 
you if you can. I know we all want our children’s primary school days to be 
magical- with FOST we are able to offer extra experiences like discos, fayres, 
film nights, festivals, visits from Santa and more - events I know the children 
really look forward to.  FOST needs you to make these events happen!  
Remember that all FOST fundraising goes back into enriching school, this 
year I have asked FOST to help us replace the large playground equipment 
trim trails but these are big ticket items (£30k-50k!!) so the more events the 
more funds raised!  See below for how to get involved… 
 
Year 4 enjoyed a school trip this week to Flatford Mill. Mrs Herron reported 
that they had the BEST day! 
 
It was our pleasure to welcome Year 7 back to school on Tuesday for pizza 
and a catch-up.  We love to see them all looking so grown up.  Come back 
again soon Year 7!  
 
Please do read on for important flu information- this is shared overleaf. 
 
Next week we look forward to welcoming parents to parents evening- at this 
point in the term we think it’s important to share with you how your child 
has settled into their new class.  The children’s books will be available to 
view in classrooms either before or after appointments and I know FOST are 
hosting a second-hand uniform sale too (items just £1 FLASH SALE). 
 
Also next week: FOST non-uniform day (bright colours) and Harvest Festival 
Mass at 10am- parents, grandparents, friends and parishioners are most 
welcome to attend- please join us afterwards for tea and coffee. 
 

God bless – have a great weekend- Mrs Maguire 
 

St. Teresa’s Catholic Primary School 
The School is a charitable company limited by guarantee registered in England and Wales. Registered number 8111345. 

 

1st Half Autumn Term 2024 – Friday 18th October 2024  

Term Dates 2024 – 2025 
 
October Half Term 2024: 

Break up: Fri 25th October 
Return on:  Mon 4th November 
 
Christmas Holidays 2024-25 

Break up: Thurs 19th Dec at 2.30pm 
Return on:  Mon 6th January 
Fri 20th December is a non-pupil day 
 
February Half Term 2025: 
Break up: Fri 14th February 
Return on:  Mon 24th February 
 
Easter Holidays 2025: 
Break up: Fri 4th April 
Return on:  Tues 22nd April 
 

Friday 2nd May is a non-pupil day 
Monday 5th May is a Bank Holiday 
 
May Half Term 2025: 

Break up: Fri 23rd May 
Return on:  Mon 2nd June 
 
Summer Holidays 2025: 

Break up:  Fri 18th July 
Mon 21st and Tues 22nd July are non-
pupil days 

 
Term Dates 2025 – 2026 

 
September 2025: 
Return on: Weds 3rd Sept 

Mon 1st is a non-pupil day 
Tues 2nd is a non-pupil day 
 
October Half Term 2025: 

Break up: Fri 24th October 
Return on:  Mon 3rd November 
 
Christmas Holidays 2025-26 

Break up: Fri 19th December 
Return on:  Mon 5th January 
 
February Half Term 2026: 

Break up: Fri 13th February 
Return on:  Mon 23rd February 
 
Easter Holidays 2026: 

Break up: Fri 27th March 
Return on:  Mon 13th April 
 
Friday 1st May is a non-pupil day 
Monday 4th May is a Bank Holiday 
 
May Half Term 2026: 
Break up: Thurs 21st May 

Fri 22nd May is a non-pupil day 
Return on:  Mon 1st June 
 
Summer Holidays 2026: 
Break up:  Fri 17th July 
Mon 20th July is a non-pupil day 
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FLU VACCINATIONS – 13 11 2024 
IMPORTANT INFORMATION 

 

Please be aware that flu vaccinations will be taking place in school on Wednesday 13th November 
2024.  Please read the information below that we have received from the immunisation team. 

 
If you would like your child to receive the vaccination you MUST complete the online consent form 

via the link in the letter.  
 As you will read below there is no guarantee that forms submitted after this date will be accepted. 

 

Good afternoon, 
 
We are looking forward to visiting your school on: 13/11/2024 for the annual flu immunisation session 
for your school. 
 
Please could the below letter, containing a secure link to complete the consent form, be sent out to 
parents. The deadline for parents to complete is 11/11/2024. We cannot guarantee any forms 
submitted after this date and time will be accepted at the school session. 
 
Parents can contact the team on 0300 790 0597 if they would like any help completing the form or 
have any queries. 
 
Dear Parent/ Guardian, 
 
Your child’s Annual Flu Vaccination Is Now Due, please click the below link to complete a 
consent form. 
 
LINK HERE 
 
This vaccination is recommended to help protect your child against flu. Flu can be an unpleasant 
illness and can cause serious complications. Vaccinating your child will also help protect more 
vulnerable family and friends by preventing the spread of flu.  
Most children are offered a nasal spray vaccine which is a quick, simple and painless spray up the 
nose.  
 
The nasal spray vaccine is the most effective vaccine. The nasal spray vaccine contains a very small 
amount of porcine gelatine as an essential ingredient to keep it stable and able to work. For those who 
may not accept medicines or vaccines that contain porcine gelatine, a flu vaccine injection is 
available. Even if your child had the vaccine last year, the type of flu can vary each winter, so it is 
recommended to have it again this year or they won’t be protected. 
 
Since the programme was introduced, most children offered the vaccine in schools have had the 
immunisation.  
 
For further information, please refer to the following leaflets: 
 
Primary – Flu vaccination primary school - for parents - Health Publications 
 
Secondary - Protect yourself from flu-secondary school - English - Health Publications 
 
If you have any queries, or need to discuss the alternative flu vaccine injection please 
Contact the immunisation team on 0300 790 0597 or at epunft.NE-Immunisations@nhs.net  
 
Yours sincerely 
Essex Partnership University Trust Immunisation Team 

https://forms.office.com/e/RF2F0gnPNG
https://www.healthpublications.gov.uk/ViewProduct.html?sp=Sfluvaccinationprimaryschoolforparents
https://www.healthpublications.gov.uk/ViewProduct.html?sp=Sprotectyourselffromflusecondaryschoolenglish
mailto:epunft.NE-Immunisations@nhs.net


 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   

Remember to check 
Seesaw and the 

website for useful 
information, letters 

and dates! 

Attendance Data: 
 

94% and below  94 – 97% 97% and above 
 

 Last week % This week % 

Reception 97.33 96.67 

Year 1 96.00 93.33 

Year 2 100 97.42 

Year 3 99.03 95.48 

Year 4 95.00 95.63 

Year 5 98.13 95.00 

Year 6 97.81 98.44 
 
 

  

Whole School total: 97.61 96.01 
 

Well done Year 6 for highest attendance this week! 

We are occasionally asked to promote activities/clubs etc. from local 
groups.  Such activities are not quality assured by the school and 
parents should be aware of the need to reassure themselves of the 
quality and safety of the services on offer, for example by visiting, 

looking at inspection reports etc. 

 

After School Club - 3.15 – 6pm 
 
Places for the after school club 
must be booked via the school 

office. 

School Meals 
 

The dinner menus are available 
on the school website and via 

Seesaw 

Breakfast Club 
 

Breakfast club starts at 8.00am.  
Food will be served until  

8.20am only.   
Children will be escorted to class 

at 8.40am 

Merit Certificates 
 

Congratulations to the following children who received a merit certificate  
in our assembly this afternoon: 

 

Y1: Kester, Jacob, Oliver, Alicia, Kucha 
 

 

Y2:  Clementine, Henry, Leo, Katie 
 
 

Y3:  Spark, Oscar, Alice H, Esther 
 
 

Y4:  Matilda, Ambrose, Karena, Kairos 
 

 

Y5:   Margherita, Tallulah, Delilah,  
 
 

Y6:  Alexander, Marcus, Lisa, Amber-Mai 
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First Holy Communion 
 
Please see below for the First Holy Communion programme 2024/5  
 

Sessions – 9.15am – 10.45 am St. Teresa’s school (pick up from the church) 
NB The first session will only take place in the church.  
 

Reconciliation  
16/11/24 - God gives you joy and peace 
7/12/24 - God gives you forgiveness 
11/1/25 – Reconciliation preparation  
17/1/2024 - Reconciliation preparation and sacrament (children to arrive at 6pm in the church hall, 
service to start in the church at 7pm). 
 

Communion  
1/2/25 - We walk with Jesus 
1/3/25 - We learn about the mass & we share God’s word. 
22/3/25 - We give thanks & we remember and celebrate. 
26/4/25 - We share the bread of life. 
17/5/25 - Retreat 10 -2pm (children to bring a packed lunch) 
 

First Holy communion rehearsal  
Wednesday 18h June 2025  
6.00pm - Group 1    
7.00pm - Group 2 
 

June 21st 2025 - First Holy Communion services at 11am and 2pm  
 

Going Forth Mass – June 29th 2025 at 9.00am   
 

 

Open days / tours of the school 

 

We will be holding open days for prospective families to come and view our school on the following 
dates: 

 

Friday 8th November at 9.30am 

Tuesday 19th November at 6.00pm 

 

To book a place on one of the above dates please use this link:   

https://forms.office.com/e/Gr2mKPL4Zn 

 

We look forward to welcoming you. 
 

Secondary School Applications for September 2025 – Reminder for Year 6 Parents 
 
As you may be aware, the statutory closing date for applications from parents of Year 6 children (for a 
secondary school place in Year 7 from September 2025) is 31 October 2024. 
 
A reminder that, if you are yet to apply, you must do so by 31 October 2024. Any applications made late 
are dealt with after those made on time and so applying late reduces the chances of being offered a 
preferred school. 
 
Applications can be made via the following link: www.essex.gov.uk/admissions. 
 
 
Kind regards 
 
Shamsun Noor 
Head of Operations 
Essex County Council 
Tel: 033301 32246 | Ext: 32246   
 

https://forms.office.com/e/Gr2mKPL4Zn
http://www.essex.gov.uk/admissions


 

Pizza Evening 
 

We were delighted to welcome back last year’s Year 6 pupils for our traditional Pizza evening and catch 
up on Tuesday this week.  It was lovely to see them all and hear all their news about what they have been 
doing and how they are settling into their new secondary schools. 
 
 



 

   



 

  



 



 



 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

  
 
 
 
  

Parish Christmas Bazaar 
 
We realise it is quite early to be talking about Christmas, but we just wanted to give 
you advance notice that the church will be holding its Christmas Bazaar on Saturday 30th 
November and to ask for your help.  As is tradition, we will be manning the tombola 
stall and we are asking for you to support us in this by donating cosmetics / toiletries 
towards the stall.  Any donations can be left at the school office or taken directly to 
the Church.  Thank you, as always, for your wonderful support. 
 



 

 



 
 
 
 
 
  

 

 

 

 

 

October Half Term  

Holiday Camps 

When: 

28th October – 1st November 2024 

23rd December – 3rd January 2024 

Time: 8am – 5pm 

 

 

 

 

Where: St Johns Primary School, Clay Lane Grove, Colchester CO4 0HH 

10% discount for a full week booking, 5% discount for siblings. 

 

Please email contactus@thecreationstation.co.uk to take advantage of discounts. 

Breakfast and snack provided each day. 

Full day session £30   Half day £20 

 

To book your space please use the link below: 

October Half term: 

portal.thecreationstation.franscape.io/class-overview/7109 – Full Day 

portal.thecreationstation.franscape.io/class-overview/7111 – Half day 

 

Christmas Holidays: 

portal.thecreationstation.franscape.io/class-overview/7110 – Full day 

portal.thecreationstation.franscape.io/class-overview/7113 – Half Day  

 

mailto:contactus@thecreationstation.co.uk
https://portal.thecreationstation.franscape.io/class-overview/7109
https://portal.thecreationstation.franscape.io/class-overview/7111
https://portal.thecreationstation.franscape.io/class-overview/7110
https://portal.thecreationstation.franscape.io/class-overview/7113


 

  



 



 



 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 
  

October Half Term – Tech Camp 
 
We have been asked to share the following information with you: 
 
Dear Parents/Guardians,  
October half term is fast approaching, and we have an excellent solution for childcare this holiday! 
 

We are so excited to be running our October STEM tech camp at Holmwood House School, CO3 9ST from the 28th October – 
1st November this upcoming half term.  
 

Our STEM camps are a fun and engaging environment to access impressive technology and learn the foundations of coding 
and engineering for 5-11 year olds! 
 

Our spooky October tech camps will see a host of new activities that you won’t want to miss out on:  
 

- Revolting Robotics & Creepy Coding 🤖  
Learn how to program a robot with crazy functions like dancing or answering questions!  
 

- Crazy Circuits & Animation 🤯  
Enter the world of circuitry and animation and utilize our tech and your creativity to create wonders of animation.  
 

- Enchanting Engineering & 3D Animation 👩‍🔬  
Learn even more impressive real-world skills like the foundations of engineering with our advanced tech and teaching, and 
let your imagination run wild with 3D animation!  
 

- Thrilling Inventions & Virtual Reality 🎃  
Explore a virtual reality with our VR headsets and dive into the world of Ocean Rift, the first VR underwater world, or choose 
Rush, to experience the feeling of jumping out of a plane!  
  

Our October Tech Camps are the perfect opportunity for childcare that does more; enjoy a week of Halloween fun and 
outstanding education!  
 

Spaces are LIMITED so book now to avoid disappointment. This camp is £45 per day, and we have a special offer of £175 for 
5 days, which works out as only £35 per day!  
 

Book here: https://www.nextthing.education/ 
 

We look forward to seeing you at camp! 🚀🤖  
 

https://www.nextthing.education/


 

  



 

 
 
 
 
   



 
  



 

 



 

  



 

 
  

FITC Holiday Camps  

Please use this link to book: https://fitc -academy.classforkids.io     

 

https://fitc-academy.classforkids.io/


 

    


