
 

 

 

    
Dear Parents, Carers and Friends 
 
We began the week together in collective worship 
thinking about harvest time. We listened to a very 
beautiful Psalm which inspired us to think about the 
changing seasons and that autumn brings about the 
time of harvest.  I encouraged the children to think 
about harvest as a time of thanksgiving - we are 
thankful for the wonders of creation, for farmers, 
for food that we cultivate and food that grows in the 
wild.  We sang collectively in praise. 
 
It was wonderful to be able to finish Monday’s assembly celebrating our new 
Year 6 prefects by distributing their special badges.  Our Year 6 prefects 
work in teams with special responsibilities, we have mini-MDAs who help out 
in the dining hall, Admin helpers who support the school office, Curiosity 
Prefects who curate the ‘Curiosity Cupboard’ (incidentally they are looking 
for objects of curiosity to add to the cupboard if you have any interesting 
objects at home you would be willing to donate!), Reading Prefects, 
Computing Prefects, School Tour Prefects.  It’s wonderful to see just how 
grown up our Year 6’s are and how sensibly they have begun fulfilling these 
extra responsibilities.  
 
Talking of tours - our prefects expertly led tours for prospective parents for 
the Reception intake 2025 this week.  I heard lots of great feedback about 
the quality of the tours.  If you or someone you know is exploring schools for 
Reception intake 2025, do join an upcoming tour date soon. 
 
Sporting news - Year 5/6 girls’ and boys’ teams took part in a football 
tournament on Tuesday and Thursday respectively. Very well done to all 
children that represented our school.  St Teresa’s always stands out for our 
great sportsmanship.  Thank you to the staff and parent volunteers that 
accompanied the children. 
 
This weekend First Holy Communion classes start for children in Year 3 or 
above (see overleaf).  We shall be keeping all the First Communion children 
in our prayers throughout the special journey they are undertaking. 
 
On Tuesday our Governing Board met and enjoyed a learning environment 
tour, getting a feel for our new layout and new spaces.  They were also able 
to look at RE books from across the school as part of their monitoring.  
Governors said: ‘from the displays as you enter the school, to those in every 
classroom, it is clear that not only are we are in a community of great faith, 
but also that learning comes alive here. Considering we are only a few weeks 
into term, the staff have gone out of their way to display and celebrate our 
pupils’ achievements.’   
 
I’d like to welcome a new member of staff, Miss Bartholomew, to our support 
team - she will be working with Year 1 predominately.   
 
Next week - Year 4 trip to Flatford Mill, Year 7 Pizza evening, FOST AGM and 
school photos… 
 

Have a great weekend.  God Bless, Mrs Maguire 

St. Teresa’s Catholic Primary School 
The School is a charitable company limited by guarantee registered in England and Wales. Registered number 8111345. 

 

1st Half Autumn Term 2024 – Friday 11th October 2024  

Term Dates 2024 – 2025 
 
October Half Term 2024: 

Break up: Fri 25th October 
Return on:  Mon 4th November 
 
Christmas Holidays 2024-25 

Break up: Thurs 19th Dec at 2.30pm 
Return on:  Mon 6th January 
Fri 20th December is a non-pupil day 
 
February Half Term 2025: 
Break up: Fri 14th February 
Return on:  Mon 24th February 
 
Easter Holidays 2025: 
Break up: Fri 4th April 
Return on:  Tues 22nd April 
 

Friday 2nd May is a non-pupil day 
Monday 5th May is a Bank Holiday 
 
May Half Term 2025: 

Break up: Fri 23rd May 
Return on:  Mon 2nd June 
 
Summer Holidays 2025: 

Break up:  Fri 18th July 
Mon 21st and Tues 22nd July are non-
pupil days 

 
Term Dates 2025 – 2026 

 
September 2025: 
Return on: Weds 3rd Sept 

Mon 1st is a non-pupil day 
Tues 2nd is a non-pupil day 
 
October Half Term 2025: 

Break up: Fri 24th October 
Return on:  Mon 3rd November 
 
Christmas Holidays 2025-26 

Break up: Fri 19th December 
Return on:  Mon 5th January 
 
February Half Term 2026: 

Break up: Fri 13th February 
Return on:  Mon 23rd February 
 
Easter Holidays 2026: 

Break up: Fri 27th March 
Return on:  Mon 13th April 
 
Friday 1st May is a non-pupil day 
Monday 4th May is a Bank Holiday 
 
May Half Term 2026: 
Break up: Thurs 21st May 

Fri 22nd May is a non-pupil day 
Return on:  Mon 1st June 
 
Summer Holidays 2026: 
Break up:  Fri 17th July 
Mon 20th July is a non-pupil day 
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Remember to check 
Seesaw and the 

website for useful 
information, letters 

and dates! 

Attendance Data: 
 

94% and below  94 – 97% 97% and above 
 

 Last week % This week % 

Reception 94.00 97.33 

Year 1 99.33 96.00 

Year 2 98.71 100 

Year 3 98.39 99.03 

Year 4 95.31 95.00 

Year 5 98.13 98.13 

Year 6 96.25 97.81 
 
 

  

Whole School total: 97.16 97.61 
 

Well done Year 2 for highest attendance this week – 100%! 

We are occasionally asked to promote activities/clubs etc. from local 
groups.  Such activities are not quality assured by the school and 
parents should be aware of the need to reassure themselves of the 
quality and safety of the services on offer, for example by visiting, 

looking at inspection reports etc. 

 

After School Club - 3.15 – 6pm 
 
Places for the after school club 
must be booked via the school 

office. 

School Meals 
 

The dinner menus are available 
on the school website and via 

Seesaw 

Breakfast Club 
 

Breakfast club starts at 8.00am.  
Food will be served until  

8.20am only.   
Children will be escorted to class 

at 8.40am 

Merit Certificates 
 

Congratulations to the following children who received a merit certificate  
in our assembly this afternoon: 

 

Y1: Keira, Abbie, Charlotte, Mila 
 

 

Y2:  Adrian, Alice, Fela, Felicity 
 
 

Y3:  Myles, Joshua, Amar’e, Ethan 
 
 

Y4:  Nylah, Adriana, Harry, Alexis  
 

 

Y5:   Alexandra, Sinead, Oscar B, Ezra 
 
 

Y6:  Alexandra, Gabriel, Nkenna, Blake, Caitlin, Archie 
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First Holy Communion 
 
Please see below for the First Holy Communion programme 2024/5  
 

Sessions – 9.15am – 10.45 am St. Teresa’s school (pick up from the church) 
NB The first session will only take place in the church.  
 

Reconciliation  
12/10/24 - God gives you love 
16/11/24 - God gives you joy and peace 
7/12/24 - God gives you forgiveness 
11/1/25 – Reconciliation preparation  
17/1/2024 - Reconciliation preparation and sacrament (children to arrive at 6pm in the church hall, 
service to start in the church at 7pm). 
 

Communion  
1/2/25 - We walk with Jesus 
1/3/25 - We learn about the mass & we share God’s word. 
22/3/25 - We give thanks & we remember and celebrate. 
26/4/25 - We share the bread of life. 
17/5/25 - Retreat 10 -2pm (children to bring a packed lunch) 
 

First Holy communion rehearsal  
Wednesday 18h June 2025  
6.00pm - Group 1    
7.00pm - Group 2 
 

June 21st 2025 - First Holy Communion services at 11am and 2pm  
 

Going Forth Mass – June 29th 2025 at 9.00am   
 

 

Open days / tours of the school 

 

We will be holding open days for prospective families to come and view our school on the following 
dates: 

 

Friday 8th November at 9.30am 

Tuesday 19th November at 6.00pm 

 

To book a place on one of the above dates please use this link:   

https://forms.office.com/e/Gr2mKPL4Zn 

 

We look forward to welcoming you. 
 

Individual School Photographs 
 

Please note that the photographer will be in school on Thursday 17th October to take 
individual photographs of the children.  Please can you ensure that your child has their 
jumper / cardigan in school on that day.   

Siblings will be photographed together during the day as a matter of course.  If you have older / younger 
siblings not at St. Teresa’s and you would like them included in a photograph with your child, the 
photographer will be available from 8.00am in the Resources room.  
Please note that it is not possible to photograph cousins / friends etc. together due to time constraints. 
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Find out more by: 

 

Contacting Mary Johnson at gov.mj@st-teresas.essex.sch.uk  

or  

Speaking to Mrs Maguire via the school office. 
 

Interested in 

helping the school 

achieve the  

GREEN 

PLEDGE? 
 

Help us reduce 

our carbon 

emissions 
 
 
 

Help us 

create a 

climate 

action plan  

Help us become 

an 

environmentally 

sustainable 

school 

mailto:gov.mj@st-teresas.essex.sch.uk


 

  



 

 

  

Parish Christmas Bazaar 
 
We realise it is quite early to be talking about Christmas, but we just wanted to give 
you advance notice that the church will be holding its Christmas Bazaar on Saturday 30th 
November and to ask for your help.  As is tradition, we will be manning the tombola 
stall and we are asking for you to support us in this by donating cosmetics / toiletries 
towards the stall.  Any donations can be left at the school office or taken directly to 
the Church.  Thank you, as always, for your wonderful support. 
 



 

 



 
 
 
 
 
  

 

 

 

 

 

October Half Term  

Holiday Camps 

When: 

28th October – 1st November 2024 

23rd December – 3rd January 2024 

Time: 8am – 5pm 

 

 

 

 

Where: St Johns Primary School, Clay Lane Grove, Colchester CO4 0HH 

10% discount for a full week booking, 5% discount for siblings. 

 

Please email contactus@thecreationstation.co.uk to take advantage of discounts. 

Breakfast and snack provided each day. 

Full day session £30   Half day £20 

 

To book your space please use the link below: 

October Half term: 

portal.thecreationstation.franscape.io/class-overview/7109 – Full Day 

portal.thecreationstation.franscape.io/class-overview/7111 – Half day 

 

Christmas Holidays: 

portal.thecreationstation.franscape.io/class-overview/7110 – Full day 

portal.thecreationstation.franscape.io/class-overview/7113 – Half Day  

 

mailto:contactus@thecreationstation.co.uk
https://portal.thecreationstation.franscape.io/class-overview/7109
https://portal.thecreationstation.franscape.io/class-overview/7111
https://portal.thecreationstation.franscape.io/class-overview/7110
https://portal.thecreationstation.franscape.io/class-overview/7113


 

  



 

  



 
 
 
 
  

October Half Term – Tech Camp 
 
We have been asked to share the following information with you: 
 
Dear Parents/Guardians,  
October half term is fast approaching, and we have an excellent solution for childcare this holiday! 
 

We are so excited to be running our October STEM tech camp at Holmwood House School, CO3 9ST from the 28th October – 
1st November this upcoming half term.  
 

Our STEM camps are a fun and engaging environment to access impressive technology and learn the foundations of coding 
and engineering for 5-11 year olds! 
 

Our spooky October tech camps will see a host of new activities that you won’t want to miss out on:  
 

- Revolting Robotics & Creepy Coding 🤖 
Learn how to program a robot with crazy functions like dancing or answering questions!  
 

- Crazy Circuits & Animation 🤯 
Enter the world of circuitry and animation and utilize our tech and your creativity to create wonders of animation.  
 

- Enchanting Engineering & 3D Animation 👩‍🔬 
Learn even more impressive real-world skills like the foundations of engineering with our advanced tech and teaching, and 
let your imagination run wild with 3D animation!  
 

- Thrilling Inventions & Virtual Reality 🎃 
Explore a virtual reality with our VR headsets and dive into the world of Ocean Rift, the first VR underwater world, or choose 
Rush, to experience the feeling of jumping out of a plane!  
  

Our October Tech Camps are the perfect opportunity for childcare that does more; enjoy a week of Halloween fun and 
outstanding education!  
 

Spaces are LIMITED so book now to avoid disappointment. This camp is £45 per day, and we have a special offer of £175 for 
5 days, which works out as only £35 per day!  
 

Book here: https://www.nextthing.education/ 
 

We look forward to seeing you at camp! 🚀🤖 
 

https://www.nextthing.education/


 

 
 
 
 
   



 
  



 

 



 

  



 

 
FITC Holiday Camps 

Please use this link to book: https://fitc-academy.classforkids.io    

 

https://fitc-academy.classforkids.io/

