
 

 

 

    
Dear Parents, Carers and friends,  
 

We began the week with assembly thinking about 
‘building our house on rock’ in support of the 
parish mission which took place last weekend. We 
listened to scripture and thought about how, if we 
build ‘our house’ (ourselves) by making good and 
right choices, we will do God’s will and grow closer 
to Him. We followed this up during our Praise 
Assembly where we sang ‘The wise man built his 
house upon the rock’ and ‘Our God is a great big 
God’, which the children sang with such passion. 
 

It was wonderful to come back to school this week following being away with Year 6 
on residential.  Year 6 parents I must start by saying your children were the BEST 
company- they were a pleasure to be away with- impeccable manners, good behavior 
and lots of fun and plenty of enthusiasm!  I should also acknowledge the staff that 
travelled with Year 6- Mrs Lewis, Miss Shergold, Mr Rees and Mrs Dyball- they were 
equally brilliant and I must say a huge thank you to them for giving up the week with 
their own families.  I was lucky enough to be in a Year 6 English lesson this week, 
sand dune poetry inspired by their Blakeney ‘chill’ was quite outstanding.  Bring on 
Aylmerton 2025!  
 

This week at school has been a busy one- highlights include our Feast Day Mass and 
celebrations, Year 1 Autumn walk and Year 5’s Macmillan Coffee event. Our Feast 
Day Mass was also celebrated as the beginning of the school year mass.  It was a 
wonderful celebration that helped focus our minds to the ‘little way’ of St Teresa.  It 
was also lovely to end our feast day with extra play-time, cake and singing for the 
whole school- I do hope feast day celebrations create special lasting memories for all 
our pupils. Reception pupils attended mass too, leaving part way for a special liturgy 
and a craft activity of their own. 
 

Year 1 enjoyed their Autumn/God’s Creation walk where they looked for signs of 
Autumn and all the wonderful things that God created. They took some of the 
treasures they found home to share with their families. 
 

Macmillan coffee morning I’m told is a strong tradition at St Teresa’s and it was 
wonderful to see Year 5 working so hard organizing the event, with lots providing 
homemade cakes.  All pupils visited the coffee and cake event and parents, 
grandparents and friends too- thank you if you were able to attend.  Most of us will 
know someone who’s life is affected by cancer, our coffee event for Macmillan has 
raised £727.90 in cash (we have not checked the card payments yet) which will 
support the 3 million people in the UK living with cancer.  Well done Year 5 and Mrs 
Herron who champions this event every year. 
 

Parking and safe driving on Clairmont Road- thank you to everyone that continues to 
park respectfully of our neighbors by not blocking driveways or parking on the 
pavements.  One thing that I know causes congestion on the road is parents making 
3-point turns during the busiest times- please can I plead with the parents who do 
this to avoid doing so, easing congestion for everyone.  
 

PE uniform reminder- our PE kit is a navy blue or black plain tracksuit and coloured 
team t-shirt (which can be purchased from the school office). It is also very 
important for healthy and safety that trainers are suitable for sport e.g. not 
converse or wedged trainers.  
 
Coming up next week: tours for prospective parents EYFS 2025 bookable via the link 
on the website under admissions, Year 1 trip to Hollow Trees Farm, EYFS and KS1 
Phonics Event. 
 

God bless you all 
Have a lovely weekend, Mrs Maguire 

 

St. Teresa’s Catholic Primary School 
The School is a charitable company limited by guarantee registered in England and Wales. Registered number 8111345. 

 

1st Half Autumn Term 2024 – Friday 4th October 2024  

Term Dates 2024 – 2025 
 
October Half Term 2024: 

Break up: Fri 25th October 
Return on:  Mon 4th November 
 
Christmas Holidays 2024-25 

Break up: Thurs 19th Dec at 2.30pm 
Return on:  Mon 6th January 
Fri 20th December is a non-pupil day 
 
February Half Term 2025: 
Break up: Fri 14th February 
Return on:  Mon 24th February 
 
Easter Holidays 2025: 
Break up: Fri 4th April 
Return on:  Tues 22nd April 
 

Friday 2nd May is a non-pupil day 
Monday 5th May is a Bank Holiday 
 
May Half Term 2025: 

Break up: Fri 23rd May 
Return on:  Mon 2nd June 
 
Summer Holidays 2025: 

Break up:  Fri 18th July 
Mon 21st and Tues 22nd July are non-
pupil days 

 
Term Dates 2025 – 2026 

 
September 2025: 
Return on: Weds 3rd Sept 

Mon 1st is a non-pupil day 
Tues 2nd is a non-pupil day 
 
October Half Term 2025: 

Break up: Fri 24th October 
Return on:  Mon 3rd November 
 
Christmas Holidays 2025-26 

Break up: Fri 19th December 
Return on:  Mon 5th January 
 
February Half Term 2026: 

Break up: Fri 13th February 
Return on:  Mon 23rd February 
 
Easter Holidays 2026: 

Break up: Fri 27th March 
Return on:  Mon 13th April 
 
Friday 1st May is a non-pupil day 
Monday 4th May is a Bank Holiday 
 
May Half Term 2026: 
Break up: Thurs 21st May 

Fri 22nd May is a non-pupil day 
Return on:  Mon 1st June 
 
Summer Holidays 2026: 
Break up:  Fri 17th July 
Mon 20th July is a non-pupil day 
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Remember to check 
Seesaw and the 

website for useful 
information, letters 

and dates! 

Attendance Data: 
 

94% and below  94 – 97% 97% and above 
 

 Last week % This week % 

Reception 98.67 94.00 

Year 1 99.67 99.33 

Year 2 97.42 98.71 

Year 3 98.06 98.39 

Year 4 96.25 95.31 

Year 5 96.88 98.13 

Year 6 Away at Aylmerton 96.25 
 
 

  

Whole School total: 98.12 97.16 
 

Well done Year 1 for highest attendance again this week! 

We are occasionally asked to promote activities/clubs etc. from local 
groups.  Such activities are not quality assured by the school and 
parents should be aware of the need to reassure themselves of the 
quality and safety of the services on offer, for example by visiting, 

looking at inspection reports etc. 

 

After School Club - 3.15 – 6pm 
 
Places for the after school club 
must be booked via the school 

office. 

School Meals 
 

The dinner menus are available 
on the school website and via 

Seesaw 

Breakfast Club 
 

Breakfast club starts at 8.00am.  
Food will be served until  

8.20am only.   
Children will be escorted to class 

at 8.40am 

Merit Certificates 
 

 
There was no merit assembly this afternoon due to  

the Macmillan coffee morning taking place in the hall. 
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First Holy Communion 
 
Please see below for the First Holy Communion programme 2024/5  
 

Sessions – 9.15am – 10.45 am St. Teresa’s school (pick up from the church) 
NB The first session will only take place in the church.  
 

Reconciliation  
12/10/24 - God gives you love 
16/11/24 - God gives you joy and peace 
7/12/24 - God gives you forgiveness 
11/1/25 – Reconciliation preparation  
17/1/2024 - Reconciliation preparation and sacrament (children to arrive at 6pm in the church hall, 
service to start in the church at 7pm). 
 

Communion  
1/2/25 - We walk with Jesus 
1/3/25 - We learn about the mass & we share God’s word. 
22/3/25 - We give thanks & we remember and celebrate. 
26/4/25 - We share the bread of life. 
17/5/25 - Retreat 10 -2pm (children to bring a packed lunch) 
 

First Holy communion rehearsal  
Wednesday 18h June 2025  
6.00pm - Group 1    
7.00pm - Group 2 
 

June 21st 2025 - First Holy Communion services at 11am and 2pm  
 

Going Forth Mass – June 29th 2025 at 9.00am   
 

 

Open days / tours of the school 

 

We will be holding open days for prospective families to come and view our school on the following 
dates: 

 

Monday 7th October at 1.30pm 

Friday 8th November at 9.30am 

Tuesday 19th November at 6.00pm 

 

To book a place on one of the above dates please use this link:   

https://forms.office.com/e/Gr2mKPL4Zn 

 

We look forward to welcoming you. 
 

Individual School Photographs 
 

Please note that the photographer will be in school on Thursday 17th October to take 
individual photographs of the children.  Please can you ensure that your child has their 
jumper / cardigan in school on that day.   

Siblings will be photographed together during the day as a matter of course.  If you have older / younger 
siblings not at St. Teresa’s and you would like them included in a photograph with your child, the 
photographer will be available from 8.00am in the Resources room.  
Please note that it is not possible to photograph cousins / friends etc. together due to time constraints. 
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Find out more by: 

 

Contacting Mary Johnson at gov.mj@st-teresas.essex.sch.uk  

or  

Speaking to Mrs Maguire via the school office. 
 

Interested in 

helping the school 

achieve the  

GREEN 

PLEDGE? 
 

Help us reduce 

our carbon 

emissions 
 
 
 

Help us 

create a 

climate 

action plan  

Help us become 

an 

environmentally 

sustainable 

school 

mailto:gov.mj@st-teresas.essex.sch.uk


 



 

  



 

 

  

Parish Christmas Bazaar 
 
We realise it is quite early to be talking about Christmas, but we just wanted to give 
you advance notice that the church will be holding its Christmas Bazaar on Saturday 30th 
November and to ask for your help.  As is tradition, we will be manning the tombola 
stall and we are asking for you to support us in this by donating cosmetics / toiletries 
towards the stall.  Any donations can be left at the school office or taken directly to 
the Church.  Thank you, as always, for your wonderful support. 
 



 
 
 
  



 
  

 

 

 

 

 

October Half Term  

Holiday Camps 

When: 

28th October – 1st November 2024 

23rd December – 3rd January 2024 

Time: 8am – 5pm 

 

 

 

 

Where: St Johns Primary School, Clay Lane Grove, Colchester CO4 0HH 

10% discount for a full week booking, 5% discount for siblings. 

 

Please email contactus@thecreationstation.co.uk to take advantage of discounts. 

Breakfast and snack provided each day. 

Full day session £30   Half day £20 

 

To book your space please use the link below: 

October Half term: 

portal.thecreationstation.franscape.io/class-overview/7109 – Full Day 

portal.thecreationstation.franscape.io/class-overview/7111 – Half day 

 

Christmas Holidays: 

portal.thecreationstation.franscape.io/class-overview/7110 – Full day 

portal.thecreationstation.franscape.io/class-overview/7113 – Half Day  

 

mailto:contactus@thecreationstation.co.uk
https://portal.thecreationstation.franscape.io/class-overview/7109
https://portal.thecreationstation.franscape.io/class-overview/7111
https://portal.thecreationstation.franscape.io/class-overview/7110
https://portal.thecreationstation.franscape.io/class-overview/7113


 



 

  



 
 
 
  

October Half Term – Tech Camp 
 
We have been asked to share the following information with you: 
 
Dear Parents/Guardians,  
October half term is fast approaching, and we have an excellent solution for childcare this holiday! 
 

We are so excited to be running our October STEM tech camp at Holmwood House School, CO3 9ST from the 28th October – 
1st November this upcoming half term.  
 

Our STEM camps are a fun and engaging environment to access impressive technology and learn the foundations of coding 
and engineering for 5-11 year olds! 
 

Our spooky October tech camps will see a host of new activities that you won’t want to miss out on:  
 

- Revolting Robotics & Creepy Coding 🤖  
Learn how to program a robot with crazy functions like dancing or answering questions!  
 

- Crazy Circuits & Animation 🤯  
Enter the world of circuitry and animation and utilize our tech and your creativity to create wonders of animation.  
 

- Enchanting Engineering & 3D Animation 👩‍🔬  
Learn even more impressive real-world skills like the foundations of engineering with our advanced tech and teaching, and 
let your imagination run wild with 3D animation!  
 

- Thrilling Inventions & Virtual Reality 🎃  
Explore a virtual reality with our VR headsets and dive into the world of Ocean Rift, the first VR underwater world, or choose 
Rush, to experience the feeling of jumping out of a plane!  
  

Our October Tech Camps are the perfect opportunity for childcare that does more; enjoy a week of Halloween fun and 
outstanding education!  
 

Spaces are LIMITED so book now to avoid disappointment. This camp is £45 per day, and we have a special offer of £175 for 
5 days, which works out as only £35 per day!  
 

Book here: https://www.nextthing.education/ 
 

We look forward to seeing you at camp! 🚀🤖  
 

https://www.nextthing.education/


 

 
 
 
 
   



 

 



 

  



 

 
FITC Holiday Camps  

Please use this link to book: https://fitc -academy.classforkids.io     

 

https://fitc-academy.classforkids.io/

