
 

 

 

    
Dear Parents, Carers and Friends 
 

It is that time of year again when I get to write to you all and share some of the amazing 
learning that has been taking place in school whilst Mrs Maguire, Mrs Lewis, Mr Rees, Ms 
Shergold, Mrs Dyball and Year 6 have been having the most fantastic adventure in Aylmerton. 
Mrs Maguire has said that Year 6 having been amazing all week and have had the best time! I 
am sure they will share more information on what they got up to soon! 
 

In assembly on Monday I spoke to the children about St Vincent 
de Paul, whose Feast day is celebrated today. I explained to 
them that this year I would be setting up a Minnie Vinnies 
group, a group of children who will support the school and 
local community with the motto ‘see, think, do’ and live 
following the example of St Vincent de Paul, making a 
difference in the lives of those less fortunate.  
 

I have at this time put a link on Seesaw for any children in Year 3 – 6 who would like to sign up 
to become a member of our school Mini Vinnies group. I will share the information with Year 6 
next week as I am sure there will be many children wanting to join.  
 

In Reception class the children have been focusing on the book ‘Oliver’s Fruit Salad’ and were 
very excited to take home their own fruit salads that they designed. Hopefully they will be 
just as excited to eat them. 
Year 1 had the most exciting day on Tuesday when we had some pets visit our class. Bogi 
brought in her hamster Nova, Hermione her tortoise Mr Tortoise, Miss Willing brought Stevie 
the Gecko, Miss East brought her cat Harry and Theo’s mum brought in their puppy Daisy. We 
have been thinking about how to care for pets and the children asked lots of fantastic 
questions. They have now asked if we can have a class pet! 
Year 2 focused on the biblical story – Noah’s Ark and created their own promises to God on 
rainbows, having been inspired by this precious bible story. 
Year 3 were very proud of their creative story openers all about Ollie Orangutan who Sang. Mrs 
Heath was very impressed with the children’s superb ideas. 
Year 4 created story sticks to help them retell the story of God’s covenant with Abram and 
also wrote, edited and typed up newspaper articles about the flood in our story “Song of the 
River”.  
Year 5 have been drawing Lord Kitchen posters, concentrating heavily on his hand. They had 
lots of attempts and everyone was thrilled with their outcomes. They also became newspaper 
reporters and spent time typing a report on the assassination of Franz Ferdinand! 
 

Today is National Teaching Assistants Day! Honestly, what would teachers do without them. 
They are simply the most priceless resource in our school and the children are so lucky to be 
supported by the most dedicated support staff! I am sure you will join me in thanking them for 
all they do! 
 

Today we were joined by the Sisters of Walsingham who spent the day with us and visited each 
class to support them with understanding more about the Parish mission which is taking place 
from today until Sunday. The children spent time exploring what ‘built on rock’ means in a 
biblical sense and created some fantastic collages. On page 3 and 4 of this newsletter, you will 
find more information about the parish mission and timings. 
 

Sadly, today we say “do widzenia” to Mrs Fairbank who is leaving us to start an exciting new 
chapter in her career. She has been such an asset to our school, always so positive, caring and 
kind! We are going to miss her incredibly and wish her all the luck in the world! 
 
Next week we will be celebrating our Patron, Saint Teresa’s Feast Day on Tuesday 1st October 
2024 with a special mass in the church at 10.00am. This will be the first mass of this academic 
year and it would be wonderful if you could join us in our celebrations. We will also be raising 
money for Macmillan next Friday, so please look on Seesaw (or page 5) for more information 
and timings for the day.  
 

I hope you have a wonderful weekend, God bless you all. 
Miss Hilton 
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1st Half Autumn Term 2024 – Friday 27th September 2024  

Term Dates 2024 – 2025 
 
October Half Term 2024: 

Break up: Fri 25th October 
Return on:  Mon 4th November 
 
Christmas Holidays 2024-25 

Break up: Thurs 19th Dec at 2.30pm 
Return on:  Mon 6th January 
Fri 20th December is a non-pupil day 
 
February Half Term 2025: 
Break up: Fri 14th February 
Return on:  Mon 24th February 
 
Easter Holidays 2025: 
Break up: Fri 4th April 
Return on:  Tues 22nd April 
 

Friday 2nd May is a non-pupil day 
Monday 5th May is a Bank Holiday 
 
May Half Term 2025: 

Break up: Fri 23rd May 
Return on:  Mon 2nd June 
 
Summer Holidays 2025: 

Break up:  Fri 18th July 
Mon 21st and Tues 22nd July are non-
pupil days 

 

Remember to check 
Seesaw and the 

website for useful 
information, letters 

and dates! 

We are occasionally asked to promote activities/clubs etc. from local groups.  
Such activities are not quality assured by the school and parents should be 

aware of the need to reassure themselves of the quality and safety of the 
services on offer, for example by visiting, looking at inspection reports etc. 

 

After School Club - 3.15 – 6pm 
 
 

Places for the after school club 
must be booked via the school 

office. 

School Meals 
 

The dinner menus 
are available on the 
school website and 

via Seesaw 

 Breakfast Club 
 

Breakfast Club starts at 8.00am.  
Food will be served until 8.20am 

only.  Children will be escorted to 
class at 8.40am. 
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Merit Certificates 
 

Congratulations to the following children who received a merit certificate  
in our assembly this afternoon: 

 

Y1: Noah, Hermione, Adrian, Scarlett, Logan 
 

 

Y2:  Kunle, Arielle, Gabbie, Joshua 
 
 

Y3:  Marina, Elijah, Esther, Laila 
 
 

Y4:  Jack B, Daniel, Olivia, Tilly 
 

 

Y5:   Alex N, Nuala-Rose, Oscar, Silvia-Grace 
 
 

National Teaching Assistants Day: A special thanks to Mrs Fairbank, Ms Shergold, Mrs Dyball, Mr Smith, Mrs 
Lawicka, Ms Young, Miss Willing, Mrs Pamment, Mrs Souter, Mrs Reid and Miss Bartleet for always supporting 
the children and teachers with a smile on their faces. They are truly PRICELESS! 
 

 
 
 
 

Attendance Data: 
 

94% and below  94 – 97% 97% and above 
 

 Last week % This week % 

Reception 100 98.67 

Year 1 97.32 99.67 

Year 2 99.35 97.42 

Year 3 98.71 98.06 

Year 4 93.75 96.25 

Year 5 99.69 96.88 

Year 6 95.00 Away at Aylmerton 
 
 

  

Whole School total: 97.66 98.12 
 

Well done Year 1 for highest attendance this week – so very nearly 100%! 

Open days / tours of the school 

 

We will be holding open days for prospective families to come and view our school on the 
following dates: 

 

Monday 7th October at 1.30pm 

Friday 8th November at 9.30am 

Tuesday 19th November at 6.00pm 

 

To book a place on one of the above dates please use this link:   

https://forms.office.com/e/Gr2mKPL4Zn 

 

We look forward to welcoming you. 
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First Holy Communion 
 
Please see below for the First Holy Communion programme 2024/5  
 
Sessions – 9.15am – 10.45 am St. Teresa’s school (pick up from the church) 
NB The first session will only take place in the church.  
 
Reconciliation  
28/9/24 – We join the church – times to be advised  
12/10/24 - God gives you love 
16/11/24 - God gives you joy and peace 
7/12/24 - God gives you forgiveness 
11/1/25 – Reconciliation preparation  
17/1/2024 - Reconciliation preparation and sacrament (children to arrive at 6pm in the church hall, 
service to start in the church at 7pm). 
 
Communion  
1/2/25 - We walk with Jesus 
1/3/25 - We learn about the mass & we share God’s word. 
22/3/25 - We give thanks & we remember and celebrate. 
26/4/25 - We share the bread of life. 
17/5/25 - Retreat 10 -2pm (children to bring a packed lunch) 
 
First Holy communion rehearsal  
Wednesday 18h June 2025  
6.00pm - Group 1    
7.00pm - Group 2 
 
June 21st 2025 - First Holy Communion services at 11am and 2pm  
 
Going Forth Mass – June 29th 2025 at 9.00am   
 

 

School Mass 
 

You are all warmly invited to join us for a whole school Mass on Tuesday 1st October 
at 10.00am in Church to celebrate the start of the new academic year and the Feast 
of St. Teresa. 
You are welcome to come back to school after Mass where FOST will be serving tea 
and coffee in the school hall. 
We look forward to welcoming you. 

Individual School Photographs 
 

Please note that the photographer will be in school on Thursday 17th October to take 
individual photographs of the children.  Please can you ensure that your child has their 
jumper / cardigan in school on that day.   

Siblings will be photographed together during the day as a matter of course.  If you have older / younger 
siblings not at St. Teresa’s and you would like them included in a photograph with your child, the 
photographer will be available from 8.00am in the Music and Media room.  
Please note that it is not possible to photograph cousins / friends etc. together due to time constraints. 

 
 

Parish Christmas Bazaar 
 
We realise it is quite early to be talking about Christmas, but we just wanted to give 
you advance notice that the church will be holding its Christmas Bazaar on Saturday 30th 
November and to ask for your help.  As is tradition, we will be manning the tombola 
stall and we are asking for you to support us in this by donating cosmetics / toiletries 
towards the stall.  Any donations can be left at the school office or taken directly to 
the Church.  Thank you, as always, for your wonderful support. 
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October Half Term  

Holiday Camps 

When: 

28th October – 1st November 2024 

23rd December – 3rd January 2024 

Time: 8am – 5pm 

 

 

 

 

Where: St Johns Primary School, Clay Lane Grove, Colchester CO4 0HH 

10% discount for a full week booking, 5% discount for siblings. 

 

Please email contactus@thecreationstation.co.uk to take advantage of discounts. 

Breakfast and snack provided each day. 

Full day session £30   Half day £20 

 

To book your space please use the link below: 

October Half term: 

portal.thecreationstation.franscape.io/class-overview/7109 – Full Day 

portal.thecreationstation.franscape.io/class-overview/7111 – Half day 

 

Christmas Holidays: 

portal.thecreationstation.franscape.io/class-overview/7110 – Full day 

portal.thecreationstation.franscape.io/class-overview/7113 – Half Day  

 

mailto:contactus@thecreationstation.co.uk
https://portal.thecreationstation.franscape.io/class-overview/7109
https://portal.thecreationstation.franscape.io/class-overview/7111
https://portal.thecreationstation.franscape.io/class-overview/7110
https://portal.thecreationstation.franscape.io/class-overview/7113


 
 
  

October Half Term – Tech Camp 
 
We have been asked to share the following information with you: 
 
Dear Parents/Guardians,  
October half term is fast approaching, and we have an excellent solution for childcare this holiday! 
 

We are so excited to be running our October STEM tech camp at Holmwood House School, CO3 9ST from the 28th October – 
1st November this upcoming half term.  
 

Our STEM camps are a fun and engaging environment to access impressive technology and learn the foundations of coding 
and engineering for 5-11 year olds! 
 

Our spooky October tech camps will see a host of new activities that you won’t want to miss out on:  
 

- Revolting Robotics & Creepy Coding 🤖  
Learn how to program a robot with crazy functions like dancing or answering questions!  
 

- Crazy Circuits & Animation 🤯  
Enter the world of circuitry and animation and utilize our tech and your creativity to create wonders of animation.  
 

- Enchanting Engineering & 3D Animation 👩‍🔬  
Learn even more impressive real-world skills like the foundations of engineering with our advanced tech and teaching, and 
let your imagination run wild with 3D animation!  
 

- Thrilling Inventions & Virtual Reality 🎃  
Explore a virtual reality with our VR headsets and dive into the world of Ocean Rift, the first VR underwater world, or choose 
Rush, to experience the feeling of jumping out of a plane!  
  

Our October Tech Camps are the perfect opportunity for childcare that does more; enjoy a week of Halloween fun and 
outstanding education!  
 

Spaces are LIMITED so book now to avoid disappointment. This camp is £45 per day, and we have a special offer of £175 for 
5 days, which works out as only £35 per day!  
 

Book here: https://www.nextthing.education/ 
 

We look forward to seeing you at camp! 🚀🤖  
 

https://www.nextthing.education/


 

 
 
 
 
   



 

 



 

  



 

 
FITC Holiday Camps  

Please use this link to book: https://fitc -academy.classforkids.io    There is also a 15% discount code (OXG004) which is valid until Friday 11.59pm.  

 

https://fitc-academy.classforkids.io/

