
 

 

 

    
Dear Parents, Carers and Friends, 
 
We began the week with whole school assembly, the 
children listened to a piece of music by Edvard Grieg, 
‘Peer Gynt- Morning Mood’ and we listened to a poem 
entitled ‘The Dawn’.   
I asked the children if they knew what dawn was and some were able to describe the 
gradual transition between night and day. I asked the children if they recognized the 
phrase, ‘it’s beginning to dawn on me’ and we thought about how sometimes our 
learning is a bit like the dawn, gradually a bit at a time we get better at a certain 
skill, or we talk more knowledgably about a subject; sometimes without even 
realizing we’ve accomplished a great step in our learning. We recognized though 
that we needed practice, good teachers and good books to help us. We reflected on 
faith being a bit like our learning, it takes practice to develop faith and it builds 
gradually.  We thanked God for the gift of the dawn and the opportunities we get 
when each new day comes.  
 

It’s been a fun filled week at school, made particularly special with the new 
Reception class joining us full-time.  I’ve had several visits from children this week 
who have wowed their teachers, earning themselves golden Headteacher award 
stickers!  We had our termly fire-drill practice and the children showed great 
maturity in recognizing their new emergency exits and following our safety routines 
well.  Our many after school clubs started and it does feel like school is now in full-
swing. 
 

We welcomed Peer Educators from Autism Central this week to deliver a 
presentation to parents - those that attended I hope you found it informative and 
supportive.  
 

Next week I shall be accompanying Year 6 alongside Mrs Lewis, Mr Rees, Mrs Dyball 
and Ms Shergold to Alymerton in Norfolk for Year 6’s week long residential trip.  I am 
looking forward to the fresh air and the opportunity to watch Year 6 thrive and grow 
during the action-packed week.  I know I am leaving the school in very capable 
hands, with Miss Hilton and Mrs Gill at the helm.  
 

Advance notice- PARISH MISSION - on my return from Alymerton I hope to see you all 
at the special Mass on Friday evening at 7.00pm (27th September) to mark the start 
of the Parish Mission.  The Parish Mission is a weekend long opportunity for the 
whole parish community to grow and deepen their faith, to build community and to 
heal their inner selves. 
 

Uniform- please may I take the opportunity at the beginning of term to share 
reminders about our high expectations for school uniform.  Our expectation includes - 
hair that can be tied up needs to be tied up, hair accessories should be discreet and in 
school colours, only one set of stud earrings is allowed and these must be removed for 
PE lessons.  May I also ask that on PE days children come dressed in the school PE kit 
(not just general sportswear) this includes (see photos on our website:  
https://www.st-teresas.essex.sch.uk/page/?title=Uniform&pid=73) plain team 
coloured t-shirt, navy/black plain tracksuit bottoms and plain navy/black tracksuit 
top.  Please NAME everything- you will notice a steadily growing pile of unnamed lost 
property on the bench on the front playground. 
 

Please keep reading for details of the FOST cheese and wine AGM, First Holy 
Communion, Feast Day Mass and attendance messages. 
 

Have a lovely weekend and a wonderful week at school next week. 
God Bless. Mrs Maguire 
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1st Half Autumn Term 2024 – Friday 20th September 2024  

Term Dates 2024 – 2025 
 
October Half Term 2024: 

Break up: Fri 25th October 
Return on:  Mon 4th November 
 
Christmas Holidays 2024-25 

Break up: Thurs 19th Dec at 2.30pm 
Return on:  Mon 6th January 
Fri 20th December is a non-pupil day 
 
February Half Term 2025: 
Break up: Fri 14th February 
Return on:  Mon 24th February 
 
Easter Holidays 2025: 
Break up: Fri 4th April 
Return on:  Tues 22nd April 
 

Friday 2nd May is a non-pupil day 
Monday 5th May is a Bank Holiday 
 
May Half Term 2025: 

Break up: Fri 23rd May 
Return on:  Mon 2nd June 
 
Summer Holidays 2025: 

Break up:  Fri 18th July 
Mon 21st and Tues 22nd July are non-
pupil days 

 

Remember to check 
Seesaw and the 

website for useful 
information, letters 

and dates! 

We are occasionally asked to promote activities/clubs etc. from local groups.  
Such activities are not quality assured by the school and parents should be 

aware of the need to reassure themselves of the quality and safety of the 
services on offer, for example by visiting, looking at inspection reports etc. 

 

After School Club - 3.15 – 6pm 
 
 

Places for the after school club 
must be booked via the school 

office. 

School Meals 
 

The dinner menus 
are available on the 
school website and 

via Seesaw 

 Breakfast Club 
 

Breakfast Club starts at 8.00am.  
Food will be served until 8.20am 

only.  Children will be escorted to 
class at 8.40am. 

https://www.st-teresas.essex.sch.uk/page/?title=Uniform&pid=73
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjCuuaJqvjaAhVENhQKHf2fCuQQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://www.dioceseofbrentwood.net/diocese/diocesan-coat-of-arms/&psig=AOvVaw3TVlfuLeGo21_-oahaIyTu&ust=1525944954183827


 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Merit Certificates 
 

Congratulations to the following children who received a merit certificate  
in our assembly this afternoon: 

 

Y1: Adrian, Irene, Layla, Matilda, Amelia  
 

 

Y2:  Simisola, Charlie, Grace, Eliyanah 
 
 

Y3:  Stacey, Ellie, Cormac, Silouanos 
 
 

Y4:  Charlotte H, Kasinma, Blake, Jacob  
 

 

Y5:   Amira, Freddie, Paul, Jacob P 
 
 

Y6:  Isabella, Aila, Erin, Thomas 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Attendance Data: 
 

94% and below  94 – 97% 97% and above 
 

 Last week % This week % 

Reception 98.67 100 

Year 1 98.97 97.32 

Year 2 96.45 99.35 

Year 3 99.03 98.71 

Year 4 91.88 93.75 

Year 5 96.56 99.69 

Year 6 95.31 95.00 
 
 

  

Whole School total: 96.49 97.66 
 

Well done Reception for 100% attendance this week – what a fantastic start to your school journey! 

Open days / tours of the school 

 

We will be holding open days for prospective families to come and view our school on the 
following dates: 

 

Monday 7th October at 1.30pm 

Friday 8th November at 9.30am 

Tuesday 19th November at 6.00pm 

 

To book a place on one of the above dates please use this link:   

https://forms.office.com/e/Gr2mKPL4Zn 

 

We look forward to welcoming you. 
 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiCr6Gv_83kAhWhzYUKHVkKBd4QjRx6BAgBEAQ&url=http://clipart-library.com/merits-cliparts.html&psig=AOvVaw0lg6ARapuzlkuLTeTXHfD7&ust=1568470805330289
https://forms.office.com/e/Gr2mKPL4Zn


 
 

First Holy Communion 
 

 
Please see below for the First Holy Communion programme 2024/5  
 
Sessions – 9.15am – 10.45 am St. Teresa’s school (pick up from the church) 
NB The first session will only take place in the church.  
 
Reconciliation  
28/9/24 – We join the church – times to be advised  
12/10/24 - God gives you love 
16/11/24 - God gives you joy and peace 
7/12/24 - God gives you forgiveness 
11/1/25 – Reconciliation preparation  
17/1/2024 - Reconciliation preparation and sacrament (children to arrive at 6pm in the church hall, 
service to start in the church at 7pm). 
 
Communion  
1/2/25 - We walk with Jesus 
1/3/25 - We learn about the mass & we share God’s word. 
22/3/25 - We give thanks & we remember and celebrate. 
26/4/25 - We share the bread of life. 
17/5/25 - Retreat 10 -2pm (children to bring a packed lunch) 
 
First Holy communion rehearsal  
Wednesday 18h June 2025  
6.00pm - Group 1    
7.00pm - Group 2 
 
June 21st 2025 - First Holy Communion services at 11am and 2pm  
 
Going Forth Mass – June 29th 2025 at 9.00am   
 

 

School Mass 
 

You are all warmly invited to join us for a whole school Mass on Tuesday 1st October 
at 10.00am in Church to celebrate the start of the new academic year and the Feast 
of St. Teresa. 
You are welcome to come back to school after Mass where FOST will be serving tea 
and coffee in the school hall. 
We look forward to welcoming you. 



 



 
  



 



 

  



 
 
  The Gilberd School – Open Morning Tours 

 
The Gilberd School have asked us to share the following information: 
 
Our Open Mornings give parents/carers the opportunity to tour the school during the school day and drop 
into lessons.  To book a place on one of our open morning tours, please complete the MS Form here. 
Alternatively, please visit www.gilberd.com for more information or contact the school directly on 01206 
842211.  
 
 

https://forms.office.com/e/2SgvBXEHtp
http://www.gilberd.com/


 

  



 
  



 



 
  



 
 
  

October Half Term – Tech Camp 
 
We have been asked to share the following information with you: 
 
Dear Parents/Guardians,  
October half term is fast approaching, and we have an excellent solution for childcare this holiday! 
 

We are so excited to be running our October STEM tech camp at Holmwood House School, CO3 9ST from the 28th October – 
1st November this upcoming half term.  
 

Our STEM camps are a fun and engaging environment to access impressive technology and learn the foundations of coding 
and engineering for 5-11 year olds! 
 

Our spooky October tech camps will see a host of new activities that you won’t want to miss out on:  
 

- Revolting Robotics & Creepy Coding 🤖 
Learn how to program a robot with crazy functions like dancing or answering questions!  
 

- Crazy Circuits & Animation 🤯 
Enter the world of circuitry and animation and utilize our tech and your creativity to create wonders of animation.  
 

- Enchanting Engineering & 3D Animation 👩‍🔬 
Learn even more impressive real-world skills like the foundations of engineering with our advanced tech and teaching, and 
let your imagination run wild with 3D animation!  
 

- Thrilling Inventions & Virtual Reality 🎃 
Explore a virtual reality with our VR headsets and dive into the world of Ocean Rift, the first VR underwater world, or choose 
Rush, to experience the feeling of jumping out of a plane!  
  

Our October Tech Camps are the perfect opportunity for childcare that does more; enjoy a week of Halloween fun and 
outstanding education!  
 

Spaces are LIMITED so book now to avoid disappointment. This camp is £45 per day, and we have a special offer of £175 for 
5 days, which works out as only £35 per day!  
 

Book here: https://www.nextthing.education/ 
 

We look forward to seeing you at camp! 🚀🤖 
 

https://www.nextthing.education/


 

 
 
 
 
   



 

 



 

  



 

 


