
 

 

 

    
Dear Parents, Carers and Friends, 
 
We began the week with whole school assembly.  We thought 
about the theme of listening.  I challenged the children to 
identify some mystery sounds, we clearly have some great 
listeners as these proved to be easily solved.   
 
We turned to the Bible and listened to the story of Samuel who 
heard God calling in the night and responded to His call.  We 
thought about listening and what the important things to listen 
to are.  We thought about how easy it was to ignore the sounds 
we don’t want to hear, perhaps if we’re asked to help with a 
chore at home or that we may choose to ignore someone who is 
upset, maybe sometimes we pretend not to hear.   We prayed, 
saying sorry for the times we didn’t listen. 
 
On Monday our St Teresa’s family officially grew bigger as we welcomed Reception 
class for their first day of school.  Reception pupils have been attending in the 
mornings, they have got stuck straight into exploring their new environment, getting 
to know Miss East and beginning to make new friends.  Next week we look forward to 
welcoming Reception class full time. 
 
Reception Class and Year 5 took part in a Road Safety workshop this week. Do ask 
them about it!  
 
This week was ‘Democracy’ week and pupils have been busy voting for positions of 
responsibility within their classes.  Thank you to Mr Smith and Mrs Lewis who 
organized a real-life polling station experience for the children.  
 
You will have noticed we haven’t been giving out tokens since we returned to school.  
We would still encourage you to park carefully in the King George car-park and 
surrounding roads.  The children’s safety is always our first priority.  The tokens will 
come back intermittently for short periods - we hope this will keep the initiative 
fresh and impactful. 
 
This week I have received lots of handwritten letters from Year 6, they are all keen 
to become Prefects! I’m delighted by the letters and shall keep reading through the 
pile and look forward to writing back to pupils soon.  
 
Mr Price has been busy painting some fresh lines on the front playground - we ask 
that KS1 classes line up on these lines in the mornings, they will be escorted inside 
from here. 
 
Next week our range of after-school clubs begin.  I’m very grateful to the teachers 
and staff who volunteer to run clubs. Extra-curricular activity is so important. 
 
Please note some upcoming dates this term which include: 
St Teresa’s Feast Day Mass at 10.00am on Tuesday 1st October - all are welcome. 
Parents’ Evenings will take place on Tuesday 22nd and Wednesday 23rd October – 
further details to follow but please mark the dates on your calendars. 
 
 

God Bless 
Mrs Maguire 

 

St. Teresa’s Catholic Primary School 
The School is a charitable company limited by guarantee registered in England and Wales. Registered number 8111345. 

 

1st Half Autumn Term 2024 – Friday 13th September 2024 

 

Term Dates 2024 – 2025 
 
October Half Term 2024: 

Break up: Fri 25th October 
Return on:  Mon 4th November 
 
Christmas Holidays 2024-25 

Break up: Thurs 19th Dec at 2.30pm 
Return on:  Mon 6th January 
Fri 20th December is a non-pupil day 
 
February Half Term 2025: 
Break up: Fri 14th February 
Return on:  Mon 24th February 
 
Easter Holidays 2025: 
Break up: Fri 4th April 
Return on:  Tues 22nd April 
 

Friday 2nd May is a non-pupil day 
Monday 5th May is a Bank Holiday 
 
May Half Term 2025: 

Break up: Fri 23rd May 
Return on:  Mon 2nd June 
 
Summer Holidays 2025: 

Break up:  Fri 18th July 
Mon 21st and Tues 22nd July are non-
pupil days 

 

Remember to check 
Seesaw and the 

website for useful 
information, letters 

and dates! 

We are occasionally asked to promote activities/clubs etc. from local groups.  
Such activities are not quality assured by the school and parents should be 

aware of the need to reassure themselves of the quality and safety of the 
services on offer, for example by visiting, looking at inspection reports etc. 

 

After School Club - 3.15 – 6pm 
 
 

Places for the after school club 
must be booked via the school 

office. 

School Meals 
 

The dinner menus 
are available on the 
school website and 

via Seesaw 

 Breakfast Club 
 

Breakfast Club starts at 8.00am.  
Food will be served until 8.20am 

only.  Children will be escorted to 
class at 8.40am. 
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Merit Certificates 
 

Congratulations to the following children who received a merit certificate  
in our assembly this afternoon: 

 

Y1:  Boglarka, Emily, Freddie, Joyelaa 
 

 

Y2:  Hugo, Edward, Bertie, Cora 
 
 

Y3:  Toby, Lydia, Darell, William 
 
 

Y4:  Jacquan, Eva, Michaiah, Jayden  
 

 

Y5:   Margherita, Roberta, Oscar C, Amira  
 
 

Y6:  Nahla, Mishel Marcus, All of Year 6! 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Attendance Data: 
 

94% and below  94 – 97% 97% and above 
 

 Last week % This week % 

Reception --- 98.67 

Year 1 100 98.97 

Year 2 98.36 96.45 

Year 3 99.19 99.03 

Year 4 97.66 91.88 

Year 5 98.44 96.56 

Year 6 99.22 95.31 
 
 

  

Whole School total: 98.79 96.49 
 

Well done Year 3 for highest attendance this week. 

Open days / tours of the school 

 

We will be holding open days for prospective families to come and view our school on the 
following dates: 

 

Monday 7th October at 1.30pm 

Friday 8th November at 9.30am 

Tuesday 19th November at 6.00pm 

 

To book a place on one of the above dates please use this link:   

https://forms.office.com/e/Gr2mKPL4Zn 

 

We look forward to welcoming you. 
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International democracy day 
  



 
 
  

First Holy Communion 
 

Please see the message below from the Church: 
 

First Holy Communion for children who are in Year 3 will recommence on Saturday 14th 
September at 9.15 am in the church. 
Parents/guardians need to attend a meeting in the church hall on Friday 13th 
September at 6.00pm - please bring a copy of the child’s baptismal certificate. 
 
Please see below for the First Holy Communion programme 2024/5  
 
Parents meeting –13/9/24 @ 6.00pm St. Teresa’s church hall. 
 
Sessions – 9.15am – 10.45 am St. Teresa’s school (pick up from the church) 
NB The first session will only take place in the church.  
 
Reconciliation  
14/09/24 - Introduction – session to start in the church.  
28/9/24 – We join the church – times to be advised  
12/10/24 - God gives you love 
16/11/24 - God gives you joy and peace 
7/12/24 - God gives you forgiveness 
11/1/25 – Reconciliation preparation  
17/1/2024 - Reconciliation preparation and sacrament (children to arrive at 6pm in the church hall, 
service to start in the church at 7pm). 
 
Communion  
1/2/25 - We walk with Jesus 
1/3/25 - We learn about the mass & we share God’s word. 
22/3/25 - We give thanks & we remember and celebrate. 
26/4/25 - We share the bread of life. 
17/5/25 - Retreat 10 -2pm (children to bring a packed lunch) 
 
First Holy communion rehearsal  
Wednesday 18h June 2025  
6.00pm - Group 1    
7.00pm - Group 2 
 
June 21st 2025 - First Holy Communion services at 11am and 2pm  
 
Going Forth Mass – June 29th 2025 at 9.00am   
 

 

School Mass 
 

You are all warmly invited to join us for a whole school Mass on Tuesday 1st October 
at 10.00am in Church to celebrate the start of the new academic year and the Feast 
of St. Teresa. 
You are welcome to come back to school after Mass where FOST will be serving tea 
and coffee in the school hall. 
We look forward to welcoming you. 

Essex Music Services – Music Tuition 
 

Essex Music Service music tutors will be returning to school next week to give individual music lessons for 
children who have signed up for this term.   
Mr Morris (piano) will be in school on Mondays 
Mr Hurley (guitar) will be in school on Wednesdays  
Mrs Luff (piano and violin) will be in school on Fridays 
Please remember to bring instruments and books on the appropriate days – thank you. 



 
  

Philip Morant School and College – Open Evening 
 
Please see the message below from Philip Morant School and College 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 

Philip Morant School and College is a community where everyone feels they belong and are the best that they can be. 
We warmly welcome you to our Open Evening on Thursday 19th September, 2024.  
 

You and your child will be able to look around our wonderful school and see all we can offer, both in and out of the 
classroom. There are Headteacher talks at 4pm (arrive 3.45pm), 5pm and 6.30pm and you can book places for one of 
them here 
 

You can also visit the school on a normal school day by signing up for one of our Open Morning Tours. They take place 
during the mornings of Wednesday 25th September, Friday 27th September, Wednesday 2nd October, Friday 4th 
October, Wednesday 9th October and Friday 11th October.  You can book a place for one of them here 
 

We very much look forward to meeting you and your child. 
 

Piano 
 
We have been sent the following message by a lady looking to find a new home for a grand piano.  If this 
is of interest to you, please get in touch with the school office: 
 
I am looking to donate a Yamaha grand piano to a passionate instrument lover, 
organization, music department, individual, Church or local school. 
Please kindly let me know if you will take it or have someone who will care for 
it. 
 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdMW50uaFZBNCUwjSkkg75Cx1m2-2cAxh5xVsQUsNt6iRaUww/viewform
https://forms.gle/nLE6R7iVZQn3Vior6


 



 

  



 

 



 
  



 

  



 

 
 
 
   



 

 
  



 

 



 
We have been asked to share the following information with Year 5 and Year 6 families: 
 
 
The Gilberd School - New Year 7 Intake Open Evening 
Wednesday 18th September 2024 
  
The evening is for parents/carers and students applying for places in September 2025 and 2026. Parents/carers residing 
anywhere in the Colchester Borough area can apply for one of the 32 places available at The Gilberd School via music 
aptitude test.  Please note, the Supplementary Information Form (SIF) for musical aptitude deadline has been extended to 
Thursday 19th September, with testing due to take place in the week beginning 7th October.  
  
If you require any further information about the evening, please do not hesitate to contact the Gilberd school office. 
  
Kind regards 
 
Nikki Burnett 
Admin Support to Deputy Headteacher - Pastoral 
The Gilberd School 
Brinkley Lane 
Colchester 
CO4 9PU 
01206 – 842211 
  



 
Dear Parents/Carers  
 
Re: New Year 7 Intake 2025 - Open Evening  
I am delighted to invite you and your child to our Open Evening. Please take a few moments to read the key 
information below.  
 
When is it and who can attend?  
The Open Evening is on Wednesday 18th September 2024 from 6.30pm - 8.45pm (doors open 6.15pm). The evening is 
for parents/carers of students in Years 5 and 6. Year 5 and 6 students are of course most welcome. All children must 
be accompanied by a parent or carer.  
 
Will there be a presentation from the Headteacher?  
Yes, there will be a short presentation repeated 3 times throughout the evening by the Headteacher. To book a place 
for the Headteacher’s address, please complete the MS Form here.  
 
What time do the presentations begin?  
The presentations begin at 6.45pm, 7.30pm and 8.15pm in the Performing Arts Centre. Parents/Carers will have an 
opportunity to visit areas of the school either before or after attending the presentation of their choice. Experience 
tells us that the earlier presentations are popular and due to fire regulations, our numbers are restricted so the doors 
to the presentation will be closed when we reach capacity.  
 
Will there be an opportunity to meet staff and students?  
Yes, tours will be conducted by prefects providing an opportunity for parents/carers to speak with students and staff 
in faculty areas who will answer any questions you may wish to ask. Governors will be represented and will be 
pleased to talk with you.  
 
Is parking available on site?  
There is limited parking onsite parking for this event so we would ask that you seek alternative means of transport to 
the school if possible.  
 
I don’t live anywhere near The Gilberd School and so I don’t think I will be allocated a place. Is there any point in 
attending?  
There are 32 places available for the 2025 and 2026 intake allocated by musical aptitude test. This is open to all 
applicants resident in the Colchester Borough area at the time of application. Application forms are available on the 
website or can be completed and submitted during the Open Evening.  
 
Can I see the school on a normal school day?  
Yes, we will be offering open morning tours on Friday 20th September and Tuesday 24th September. Please note that 
this invitation to attend the Open Evening does not constitute a formal offer of a place in September 2025/26.  
Should you have any queries not addressed by this letter, please contact our admissions officer, Mrs Jodee Tinman.  
I look forward to welcoming you to the school.  
 
Yours faithfully  
 
Mr J Mitchell  
Headteacher 
 
  



 

 
  



 
  



 

 
 


