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Log books (or School Annuals) were a legal requirement for 

schools to keep until around 2004 when articles of 

Government ceased to apply. Anything deemed worthy, by the 

Head teacher, of permanent record in the history of the 

school would have been recorded within these logs up until 

this time. Entries were overseen at regular intervals by the 

Parish Priest, who would then sign them off. 

Entries would include; 

 Any changes in the character, organisation or 

curriculum of the school. 

 Any significant alterations to the premises. 

 Staff appointments, resignations and retirements. 

 Reasoning for any temporary closures or marked 

variation for the normal routine. 

 Any major accident or incident. 

 Particular successes achieved by pupils or teachers. 

 Headlines of any inspection. 

 Any noteworthy school visitors. 

Below is a heavily summarised version of some of the school 

Log kept since 1967. 

the 1960’S 

1967 

22/5/1967 FirSt meeting oF the “School managerS” at the 

presbytery, 16 Clairmont Road. 

31/7/1967 School handed over to the education authority. 

4/9/1967 Rev. Father Saurin met with parents and blessed the 

school. 

7/9/1967 School opened for the first time at 9.10am; first pupil 

across the threshold was Master Jonathan Moses (5 ½ 

years old). 

Total pupils on roll= 68 (Classes 1, 2 and 3). 

21/12/1967 End of first term pupils on roll= 83. 

1968 

9/1/1968 School re-opened with 95 on roll. 

10/1/1968 First snow on the playground; the children were 

taken to King George V playground to play in it as 

the school playground was “unusable”. 

 



St. tereSa’S through the 

decades 

 

 

23/1/1968 The first School nurse was appointed for 

inoculations and head inspections! 

2/2/1968 First mass as a School in St. tereSa’S church 9.10am. 

16/2/1968 100 parents watched each class demonstrate 

creative dance. This raised £13 through coffee sales 

(thiS waS donated to the “Save the children Fund 

For the children oF vietnam”). 

 

 

12/3/1968 First school viSit to “Stanway zoo”. 

10/9/1968 Sister Rosario assistant head. 

23/4/1968 117 on roll. 

16/5/1968 School opening ceremony; school officially 

declared open by Mayor Ald. E. P. Duffield, Rt. Rev. 

Bernard Patrick Wall (Bishop of Brentwood) and Mr 

D. Bungay M.A. Chief Education Officer. 

16/6/1968 32 children of the school made their first holy 

communion. 

24/6/1968 Heavy rain caused a flooded school car park! 

5/7/1968 First school jumble sale raised £75 (“an excellent 

total!”). 

8/7/1968 First school reports sent home to parents! 

15/7/1968 First parents evening 6-9.45pm. 

19/7/1968 First school sports day held on King George V 

playing field. Father Saurin presented each child 

with a bag of sweets! 

10/9/1968 149 students on roll. 

22/10/1968 First “inFormal inSpection” oF the School by Father 

Kelly (Diocesan inspector) and Father Gordon. 

19/11/1968 Mr Ball (Caretaker) broke his foot while closing the 

School gate at 6pm….had been liFted oFF itS hingeS by 

person(s) unknown! 

21/11/1968 A child from class 2w was taken to hospital after 

piercing his cheek with a pencil!  
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20/11/1968 Miss D. Daniels was replaced by Mrs Wilcock as 

assistant head. 

20/12/1968 154 students on roll. 

1969 

29/1/1969 viSit by her majeSty’S inSpector miSS mahler. 

13/3/1969 SiSter agatha (head teacher oF St. claire’S in 

Clacton-on-sea) visited for guidance on building a 

new catholic school in Clacton. 

5/5/1969 mrS wilcock “reSigned in order to join her huSband 

in rhodeSia. a great loSS to the School”. 

26/6/1969 First school dental inSpection; “the children were 

complimented on the Sound State oF their teeth!”. 

1/7/1969 The whole school watched the investiture of Prince 

Charles as the Prince of Wales. 

 

 

21/7/1969 Children gathered around the school Television at 

8.30am to watch a recording oF man’S FirSt walk on 

the moon (which had taken place at 3.46am that 

morning). 
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7/10/1969 First Harvest thanksgiving service in the school 

hall. 

 

11/12/1969 Class visit to the Odeon cinema, Colchester, to see 

“volcano”; “an excellent film”. 

 

 

the 1970’S 

1970 

27/2/1970 A 6 ½ year old student of the school was tragically 

killed falling off his bicycle in Straight Road at 

3.50pm. His funeral was Friday 6th March. 

 

27/3/1970 An 11 year old student of the school died in hospital 

after a long illness. Her funeral was Thursday 2nd 

April. 

 

1971 

  

Teaching staff as of January 1971; 

Class 1 (“Reception”); Mrs Gurney. 

Class 2; Mrs Borges. 

Class 3; Mrs Hardy. 

Class 4; Mr Denham. 

Class 5; Sister Kostka. 

Class 6; Sister Rosario. 

claSS 7 (“top juniorS”); mrS campin 

 

7/1/1971 Father Saurin collapsed while saying mass- was 

taken to Colchester Nursing Home the next day. 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjy9suDvOXTAhUIJMAKHYLEDUMQjRwIBw&url=https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Krakatoa,_East_of_Java&psig=AFQjCNE0scmecF7Wd_BYy5_Zfn_28ATITQ&ust=1494510032232530


St. tereSa’S through the 

decades 

 

 

5/2/1971 School assembled  in the morning to watch Apollo 

14 land on the Moon 

 

 

26/2/1971 the FirSt “200 club” draw Social evening. 

21/5/1971 School trip to Winsor Safari Park. 

8/6/1971 School raiSed £376.14p For “mother tereSa 

Foundation”. 

 

 

30/6/1971 School was visited by two Swedish Students. 

1972 

16/2/1972 national power cutS due to the miner’S StrikeS 

affected teaching throughout the school.  
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28/3/1972 Vandals destroyed the school radio aerial and 

alSo Stole the School televiSion (pluS it’S aerial From 

the roof!). 

15/7/1972 The first school fete; raised £330. 

10/10/1972 School visit by 6 German teachers. 

6/11/1972 claSS 6 and 7 trip to the britiSh muSeum to See “the 

treaSureS oF tutankamun”. 

 

1973 

12/3/1973 The first chess tournament against Hamilton Road- 

we won! The return match was also won by St. 

tereSa’S on the 3rd April. 

22/5/1973 Formation oF the St. tereSa’S cub-scout and 

Brownie-Guide packs; Brownies first meeting 5th June, 

Cubs first meeting 28th November. 

20/6/1973 6 Finnish teachers visited from the English study 

centre. 

1974 

22/11/1974 General bomb hoax disrupted all Colchester 

Schools.  

The I.R.A. had bombed Parliament 17th June. 
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1975 

4/2/1975 The School Nurse visited for routine head 

inspections- “negative reSultS!”. 

7/2/1975 Further Bomb Hoax- school was cleared and 

searched for 30 minutes. 

22/4/1975 School Netball team won the Colchester Schools 

Netball Rally trophy (Held at Parsons Health 

School). 

12/5/1975 Repairs made to the flat roof. 

14/5/1975 delivery and demonStration oF the “commodore ii” 

copying machine! 

21/6/1975 Colchester Rounders Rally- St. tereSa’S won! 

7/7/1975 Sister Kostka (Deputy Head) resigned in order to 

retire. 

2/9/1975 Urgent call to the school from the Education 

Officer (Mr Cooper) at 12.45pm; Police were warning 

Catholic schools in Colchester to close for the 

next 2 days due to a legitimate bomb threat. 

4/9/1975 School re-opened but was then immediately 

evacuated after another bomb warning from the 

police. 

27/9/1975 Torrential rain caused a leak in the chair bay of 

the school hall. 

21/10/1975 mrS o’brien waS appointed aS deputy head to replace 

Sister Kostka, ready to commence duties from 

January 1976. 

28/11/1975 Class 7 trip to the Norwich Theatre to see the rock 

muSical “the nativity”; “a moSt enjoyable excurSion”. 

15/12/1975 Sister Kostka was presented with a large bouquet 

and cassette radio/tape recorder from the parents 

and children to mark the occasion of her 

retirement. 

1976 

24/5/1976 The Evening Gazette editor presented a £25 cheque to 

St. tereSa’S For FirSt prize in the “horizon” project 

(Class 5 and 7 had participated). 

27/5/1976 School sports day, in King George V playing field, 

had to be abandoned due to extremely hot 

conditions.  

Also, sadly one Class 3 child ran into a large 

window, breaking it. They were taken to casualty 

by ambulance. 

1/7/1976 colcheSter SchoolS SportS day; St. tereSa’S won the 

girls high jump trophy. 

5/7/1976 St. tereSa’S won the north-East Essex area Rounders 
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rally for the second year running. 

10/7/1976 Another successful school fete; raised £441. 

14/7/1976 Television points were installed within every 

classroom. 

27/9/1976 Four flat roof leaks were recognised; three within 

the assembly hall and one within the kitchen. 

30/9/1976 A Class 3 child broke his arm dropping from 

playground apparatus; was taken to Colchester 

General Hospital by the Headmaster. 

16/12/1976 Christmas dinner (Post-Recession of 1973-75); “deSpite 

the economic Situation, waS an excellent meal”. 

There was a financial crisis in the UK that year 

where the Government had to take the largest ever 

loan requested from the International monetary 

fund (IMF). 

 

 

17/12/1976 “SeriouS bomb warning at 8.50am”; School evacuated 

to the church hall until 10.15am. 

1977 

11/1/1977 Deterioration of the school playground surface 

was noted; “Several inFantS with grazed kneeS!”. 

7/2/1977 School Oil consumption was checked and compared 

to the last 2 years; approximately400 Gallons extra 

from November to February each year as the boiler 

was firing at 6am. 

15/2/1977 New first Holy Communion procedure whereby 

Parents bring their children to preparation sessions 

over a given period. 

31/3/1977 First break in to school premises during the night; 

knives and foodstuffs only were taken. 
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27/4/1977 School team won the Netball rally and brought 

home the trophy! 

29/4/1977 Another roof repair for the school hall! 

18/5/1977 A further break in to the school kitchen during 

the night; a window was broken and half a tin of 

coffee was taken. 

30/6/1977 North East Essex school sports day at the University 

oF eSSex; St. tereSa’S won the high jump trophy. 

19/7/1977 Sister Rosario attended an interview in London to 

go on missionary work in Kenya. 

22/7/1977 Mrs Enfield was transferred to Monkwick Juniors 

because of a drop in pupil numbers (put down to a 

drop in the birth rate; “very Sorry indeed to See her 

go”. 

 

 

 

1978 

12/2/1978 broadcaSt From St. tereSa’S church 9.30-10.15am; “all 

went very well”. 

4/3/1978 School football team won the Rutherford cup 

beating St. Osyth 6-3 in the Final; “a great climax to 

a very successful season, winning every game in the 

league”. 

6/3/1978 Dr David Whytock tragically killed in a car 

accident (Recent school manager with a child in 

the school). 

17/4/1978 School evacuated this morning due to a bomb 

warning. 

 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjn3uzjgffTAhVmBcAKHZCtDSQQjRwIBw&url=https://www.migrationwatchuk.org/briefing-paper/15.3&psig=AFQjCNEkl3H-dhT3U1c98ya3MYNKhsUQWQ&ust=1495113435993490


St. tereSa’S through the 

decades 

 

 

School also collected ten bags of clothing in aid 

of the Spastics society.  

 

4/5/1978 Educational trip to Clacton Waverley Paddle 

Steamer; “owing to the moSt unSatiSFactory 

conditions on board, plus the appalling 

overcrowding, this was not a successful trip!”. 

 

 

 

6/7/1978 diStrict SportS day; St. tereSa’S won the high jump 

(with overall 4th place in the contest). 
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1979 

16/1/1979 Prolonged spell of snow and ice throughout 

January caused the cancellation of all sports 

fixtures. 

22/1/1979 School closed through industrial action of the 

manual workerS union (during “the winter oF 

diScontent”). 

 

 

 

15/2/1979 “appalling weather conditionS”; blizzard/heavy 

snow prevented the Head and all staff reaching 

school. Hence school closed early. 

31/3/1979 St. tereSa’S won the Final oF the local Six-a-side 

competition. 

24/4/1979 Oil fired school boiler was converted to gas in the 

boiler house. 

12/6/1979 First discussions around the possibility of forming 

an association to give financial support to the 

school. 
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5/7/1979 third place overall in diStrict SportS. “geraldine 

Lynn broke the girl’S high jump record”. 

14/7/1979 Summer Fete “a huge SucceSS….the bathroom Stall 

waS moSt SucceSSFul!”; raiSed £745  

17/7/1979 Essex county library van called. 

4/10/1979 “The Friends of St. Teresa association” constitution 

was adopted; “ended with cheeSe and wine!”. 

17/12/1979 the FirSt “FriendS” event; a family Christmas party; 

“waS hugely SucceSSFul” raiSing £116. 

the 1980’S 

1980 

7/1/1980 Headmaster attended a conference at Philip Morant 

School on “the SigniFicance oF the Silicone chip on 

Education in the future and its impact on the 

employment prospects for the nation’S workForce”. 

 

2/5/1980 Mr Ball (School Caretaker) retired. He had been with 

the school since it opened in 1967. He was presented 

with an aerial photo of the school, books and a 

Cheque. The school Governors presented him with a 

carriage clock. 

16/5/1980 Mr John Murphy was appointed as school keeper to 

commence his duties on the 20th June (he had to 

bring his wife to approve the school bungalow 

before giving his decision). 

12/7/1980 School Fete; “more people than ever beFore”; raiSed 

£830. 

28/7/1980 Re-covering of the school roof started (was not 

completed until the Autumn half term due to 

delays caused by faulty materials).  

29/9/1980 School nurSe (mrS Searle) viSited; “Found Four caSeS 

oF nitS”. 

30/9/1980 Governor meeting approved new school times;  

Infants 9.10am-12 noon and 1.15-3.15 pm 

Juniors 9.10am-12.15pm and 1.15-3.15pm 
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9/10/1980 School nurse addressed a small gathering of 

parents on how to recognise and treat nits. 

 

17/12/1980 “Drastic drop in school dinners noted from 116 in 

Sept 1979 to just 36 Dec 1980!”. likely in reSponSe to Some 

of the changes brought by the 1980 Education Act. 

1981 

7/1/1981 Mr Murphy injured himself lifting a bench in the 

hall; Mr Brett (relief caretaker) took over. 

28/1/1981 Headmaster attended a conference on the effect of 

the Education Act on Catholic schools. 

12/3/1981 Foundation Governors discussed the school 

admission policy in accordance with the 1980 

Education act. 

27/4/1981 All school ceilings were insulated. 

26/6/1981 School sports day had to be called off because of 

rain (was successfully held 10th July). 

6/7/1981 parentS joined to view “never go with StrangerS”; 

Presented by P.C. Morgan. 

 

 

18/7/1981 School Fete “very SucceSSFul”; £834 raiSed. 

14/9/1981 A reception class child fell from the infant 

climbing frame and broke her right leg. 
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15/10/1981 “rolo and Shandy” entertained the whole School 

with an excellent performance instructing the 

“green croSS code”. 

 

 

 

1982 

27/1/1982 New colour TV set installed. 
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30/6/1982 Achieved equal 4th Place at District sports. 

9/7/1982 School SportS day “the hotteSt yet!”. 

14/7/1982 “Say no to StrangerS” Film played For claSSeS 2 and 3 

and their parents. 
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20/7/1982 Mrs Hardy (year 7 teacher) retired after 12 years. Was 

presented with a carriage clock. 

5/8/1982 School was broken in to during the holiday 

(Cassette recorder stolen). 

31/8/1982 Another break in; this time the colour Television 

was stolen. 

12/11/1982 p.c. morgan preSented the “play SaFe” film. 

 

 

1983 

21/1/1983 Police Sergeant Parker came to advise on school 

security against break-ins. 

11/5/1983 Headmaster attended a computer course and 

brought back the first school computer! (BBC Micro) 
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28/6/1983 St. tereSa’S won the bertha herring Trophy, the 

Relay Shield and the High Jump cup at the District 

SportS; “a clean Sweep!”. 

22/9/1983 First Parish discussion on Sex education in school (in 

association with the marriage guidance council). 

14/10/1983 Canon photo copier installed. 

 

1984 

11/1/1984 “anti-burglar barS” Fitted to the lower kitchen 

windows. 

20-

28/1/1984 

School hall was repainted by volunteers. 

17/2/1984 Advert was made for school headship after Mr 

Walker announced his retirement. 

7/4/1984 Party for staff to mark the impending retirement 

of Mr Walker; held at the George Hotel 
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9/4/1984 Governors party for Mr Walker; at the Yew Tree 

inn, great horkeSley. “the kindneSS Shown to mySelF 

and my wife during this evening will always be 

remembered”. 

 

10/4/1984 Interviews for Headship; Appointed Mr Stephen Beck 

(oF St. helen’S r.c. primary School, weStcliFFe on Sea) 

11/4/1984 a “conjuror” waS arranged For the children aS a 

special retirement treat. 

12/4/1984 Goodbye ceremony before the Easter Holidays. 

 Teaching staff as of April 1984; 

claSS 1 (“reception”); mrS allen. 

Class 2; Mrs Kennedy 

Class 3; Mrs Manson. 

Class 4; Mrs Kemp. 

Class 5; Miss McCabe. 

claSS 6; mrS o’brien. 

claSS 7 (“top juniorS”); mrS morriSey. 

225 on roll. 

30/4/1984 (New headmaster in post= Mr Stephen Beck) 

child’S finger cut by a cutting tool- to hospital! 

Bell system introduced for the start and finish of 

the school day and lessons. 

Structured entry into school- children to line up 

in the playground with their class teacher. 

8/5/1984 New staff Tea scheme started (following the 

installation of a second hand fridge in the 

staffroom). 

9/5/1984 NUT strike- class 6 children unable to attend 

school today. 

 

11/5/1984 School choir sang for the whole school at the end 

of the afternoon. 
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17/5/1984 Video recorder delivered today For “viSual aidS”. it 

quickly broke down! 

 

23/5/1984 biShop’S viSit (biShop thomaS mcmahon) 

 

alSo work on the “School aquarium” got underway. 

24/5/1984 Headmaster covered a class so that their Teacher 

could sit her driving test. 

4/6/1984 First school violin lessons started. 

7/6/1984 St. benedict’S drama and muSical group viSit had to 

be cancelled due to industrial action. 

18/6/1984 Leaking pipe noted in Class 5. Also broken toilet seats 

in Classes 1, 2 and 4. 

21/6/1984 “Fun day” (mini Fete) raiSed £200. 

25/6/1984 Report to Head teacher of a class 6 child riding a 

moped on the King George V playing fields, late 

Friday evening. 

2/7/1984 School Nurse (Mrs Young) gave a talk to class 7 on 

“hygiene”- a video was incorporated. 

4/7/1984 Road safety display for the Juniors- performed by 

the Police outside school. 

School Video recorder returned. 

9/7/1984 Mr Beck attended a farewell presentation at his old 

School (St. helen’S r.c. primary School, weStcliFFe on 

sea). 

10/7/1984 “a very buSy day”; county School inSpector (mrS 
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Wilkinson) visited. 

Also sadly a break in to the school kitchen that 

evening (Food was stolen from the Freezers but in 

doing so they were turned off). 

11/7/1984 Letter sent to the education office for approval of 

a new cooking area within school. 

13/7/1984 “highly SucceSSFul” School SportS day held; 4 teamS; 

St anthony’S won with 160 pointS, St. helena’S came 

second with 135, St. Frances third with 118 and St. 

bernadette’S 4th with 109. 

14/7/1984 School Fete “a very good day”- raised £1250.60p 

  

Teaching staff as of September 1984; 

claSS 1 (“reception”); mrS Stella allen. 

Class 2; Mrs Marlene Kennedy 

Class 3; Mrs Maureen Manson. 

Class 4; Mrs Maria Kemp. 

Class 5; Mrs Noreen Hawkins. 

Class 6; Miss Helen McCabe. 

claSS 7 (“top juniorS”); mrS kitty o’brien. 

 

10/9/1984 New school timetable commenced (incorporated 

Hymn practice 10.15am to playtime). 

18/9/1984 School caretaker requested Mop wringer buckets. 

 

1/10/1984 Feast of St. Teresa started with mass then a “Fun 

day”; children watched the video “king arthur and 

the Space invaderS”.  
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inFantS Saw a Feature cartoon “return to oz”. 

 

Wasps were a problem around school on this day! 

2/10/1984 Class 7 boys were reprimanded for damaging the 

junior climbing frame. 

11/10/1984 Excellent music recital and lesson by a group 

called “aS you like it”. 

12/10/1984 School football team played Millfields; won 15-4! 

15/10/1984 FriendS agm; “a very good turnout”- committee was 

increased to 15. 

19/10/1984 Head teacher covered afternoon sessions for 

certain classes due to NASUWT action. 

 

Members advised not to avoid parent’S evenings. 

7/11/1984 First school newsletter compiled and duplicated 

for sending to Parents. 

9/11/1984 Transfer of all school programs from tape to disk. 
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12/11/1984 Mr Essery from St. Benedicts telephoned to 

complement on the 1st newsletter. 

19/11/1984 Church Bazaar raised £125. 

21/11/1984 Four stage blocks were completed by Mr Woolton 

(“juSt in time For the chriStmaS concert practice!”. 

13-

14/12/1984 

School concert performances; children were 

allowed to start school up to 10am both days. 

1985 

8/1/1985 “heavy SnowFall”; 20minS were allowed at the end oF 

the School day For “Snow play” (aS there waS no 

outside play during the day in order to keep the 

children dry and the school clean). 

A new soak away drain had been laid during the 

Christmas holidays to resolve the school car park 

flooding during wet weather; sadly the work 

damaged underground cabling and put the school 

telephone out of order! 

11/1/1985 claSS 4 and 5 viSit to the tower oF london; “an 

excellent viSit deSpite the cold weather”. 

 

15/1/1985 School Community Policeman showed a cycling 

proficiency film to Classes 6 and 7. 

16/1/1985 Class 7 girls were shown a film by school nurse on 

“menStruation”. 

1/2/1985 Mercury theatre group visited for the afternoon; 

“gave an excellent perFormance”. 

4/3/1985 Visit from the Colchester Town crier. 

8/3/1985 “unionS now involved in induStrial action”; created 

problems in producing school reports; one teacher 

received an abusive phone call at home over the 

non-issue of reports- Father Michael was informed. 

11/3/1985 Class 6 visit to the Coastguard and lifeboat station. 

15/3/1985 Rehearsals for musical in church on the theme of 

the passion (written by Bryan Barnes from the 

Colchester Institute). 

22/3/1985 FirSt Showing oF bryan barneS’ “the paSSion”. 

15/4/1985 New aerial system installed to incorporate a video 

feedback system. 

Class 6 and 7 returned from their Easter Holiday 
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trip to Barry Island. 

Mr Murphy (school caretaker) tendered his notice 

with a leaving date of the 9th May.  

19/4/1985 Ginn maths order prepared for the scheme to 

commence for juniors Sept 1985 (Standard 

Mathematical Practice to continue for infants). 

 

New carpet ordered for the reception class. 

24/4/1985 King George V field grounds man visited to help Mr 

Murphy line out a five-a-side pitch and 8-lane 

running track on the school grassed area (this was 

in order to save having to go across to the fields 

for every sports day). 

9/5/1985 Mr Murphy left; He was presented with an engraved 

tankard, cheque and a card signed by all the 

school children. 

16/5/1985 claSS 7 joined St. benedict’S For a pilgrimage to 

ayleSFord; “a very enjoyable day”. 

17/5/1985 “the vaSt majority of junior children lined the 

route For the queen’S viSit to colcheSter….we had a 

good view and it waS enjoyed by all”. 
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18/5/1985 Spring fayre 11am-3pm; “very well attended having 

been bleSSed with Fine weather”; £600 raiSed. 

27/5/1985 Builders carried out repairs to pathways and 

drives. 

Ginn maths sets delivered. 

4/6/1985 21 applications received for the school caretaker 

position. 

5/6/1985 claSS 6 and 7 watched video oF “oliver” in 

connection with their work on the Victorian era. 

 

13/6/1985 P.C. Morgan checked the bicycles of the children 

starting their cycling proficiency course today. 

27/6/1985 Interviews held for the Caretaker position; 6 were 

interviewed; Mr Keith Hardy was appointed by 

unanimous decision to take up his post from 22nd 

July. 

8/7/1985 leaver’S maSS and FundraiSing day “went very well”; 

raised £150. 
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9/7/1985 Class 6 and 7 visit to Topplesfield Working Horse 

muSeum; “excellent viSit marred by an incident oF 

shoplifting by a new child to the school. Head took 

child home on return”. 

11/7/1985 St. benedict’S 5th former arranged for a block of 

work experience next term under the Trident 

scheme. 

12/7/1985 SportS day; “well attended For what waS a Fine and 

enjoyable aFternoon”. 

18/7/1985 “telephone accuSation by parent that school was 

allowing her son to be medically examined daily 

without her knowledge. Child subsequently 

admitted making up the story. The mother 

apologiSed For the trouble cauSed”. 

19/7/1985 Mrs Sutton (School kitchen assistant for 17 years) 

retired. Was presented with a crystal vase and 

cheque. 

2/8/1985 Drain company cleared the playground drains 

with a high pressure jet (however the infant drain 

remained blocked due to root penetration from the 

heathers and conifers planted at the front of the 

school. 

Bell installed for visitors to request attention 

from office staff. 

Staff room sink unit installed. 

Team points board placed on hall wall. 

  

Teaching staff as of September 1985; 

claSS 1 (“reception”); mrS Stella allen. 

Class 2; Mrs Marlene Kennedy 

Class 3; Mrs Maureen Manson. 

Class 4; Mrs Noreen Hawkins. 

Class 5; Mrs Edith McAdam. 

Class 6; Mrs Maria Kemp. 

claSS 7 (“top juniorS”); mrS kitty o’brien. 

213 on roll. 

9/9/1985 Mr Martin Dwyer (Head of St. Thomas More) and Mrs 

Francis Forrester (Head of Lexden Primary) visited 

for lunch. 

13/9/1985 A new instrument of Government approved; school 

able to now go ahead with the election of a parent 

governor. Mrs Sparrow was elected. 

23/9/1985 Area office offered a replacement type-writer 

during servicing. 

4/10/1985 Infants swimming lessons commenced. 
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7/10/1985 Class 5 child broke their wrist in fall from climbing 

frame during lunch break. 

14/10/1985 The question of smoking in the staff room 

(especially during staff meetings) was raised in light 

of a Doctor’S note From one oF the teacherS. 

Staff meeting was held during the morning break 

due to on-going industrial action; was agreed that 

smoking could continue during information giving 

meetings (as that info could be released to the 

teacher individually). Smokers would refrain from 

smoking at other meetings. 

18/10/1985 Head and his wife attended a social evening 

organised by the Bishop at Cathedral House, 

Brentwood. 

21-

25/10/1985 

Mr Hardy re-sealed the Hall floor during half 

term break. “haS maintained a very high Standard 

oF cleaning”. 

28/10/1985 Father Michael appealed to the diocese for a 

demountable classroom as the school received 

notification of a requirement to increase teachers 

from Head+7 to head +8 by September 1987. With the 

cut off for student numbers being 220, the school 

would then exceed this and need extra room. 

1/11/1985 Friends AGM; 30 attended. 

6/11/1985 nut halF day Strike “very diSruptive to activity 

aFternoon”. 

8/11/1985 claSS 7 video on “puberty”; parentS were notified in 

advance with no objections. 

Friend’S auction evening raiSed £123. 

16/11/1985 Church Bazaar held in school (School staff covered 

bathroom tombola). 

18/11/1985 Break in discovered by Mr Hardy early am; entry 

through class 1, 7 and staffroom via forced 

windows. Blank computer disks, sweets and less than 

£1 stolen. 

p.c. morgan’S laSt School viSit due to promotion; 

slide show on road safety shown to Class 4 and 5. 

22/11/1985 Diocesan education secretary Tom Helvin visited; 

“proSpectS oF additional classroom unlikely due to 

pressures elsewhere in Essex and general reduction 

on spending on buildings”. 

25/11/1985 Visit to Odeon cinema for classes 5, 6 and 7 to see the 

Film “jeSuS”; “very worthwhile”. 
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13/12/1985 Visit to the Albert Hall for a carol concert with 

both Parents and Children (later viewing the 

London Christmas lights and Trafalgar Square). 

18/12/1985 School Christmas dinner. 

1986 

13/1/1986 Bryan Barnes in for first workshop with choir. 

A teacher was taken ill with serious back pain and 

had to be taken home. 

24/1/1986 deanery head’S meeting held at St. tereSa’S. 

29/1/1986 NASUWT members on strike for the afternoon. 

31/1/1986 Second fish tank donated to school and set up. 

6/2/1986 north eaSt eSSex headS meeting; “a comment waS 

made that our problem with large admission 

numbers was down to poaching. Was reported to 

Father Michael”. 

24/2/1986 Heads father died; Father Michael approved Mr 

beck’S abSence on wedneSday and thurSday to 

attend funeral in London. 

3/3/1986 Class 2 mass included the Baptism of one of the 

children’S new born sisters!  

18/3/1986 Juniors trip to Madame Tussauds and the London 

Planetarium. 

19/3/1986 bryan barneS’ “way oF the croSS” perFormance at 

brentwood cathedral; “Four coacheS taken From 

school and the good attendance generated a 

marvellous atmosphere. The Children rose to the 

occasion giving what was described as a most 

proFeSSional perFormance”. 
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 Teaching staff as of April 1986; 

claSS 1a (“reception”); mrS Stella allen (19 children) 

Class 1w(“reception”); Mrs Watterson (19) 

Class 2; Mrs Marlene Kennedy (36) 

Class 3; Mrs Maureen Manson (36) 

Class 4; Mrs Noreen Hawkins (34) 

Class 5; Mrs Edith McAdam (32) 

Class 6; Mrs Maria Kemp (34) 

claSS 7 (“top juniorS”); mrS kitty o’brien (35) 

245 on roll. 

11/4/1986 School gym team won the North East Essex schools 

Gymnastics. 

21/4/1986 queen’S 60th Birthday celebrations; 15 children and 

Mrs Hawkins travelled to London to the forecourt 

of Buckingham Palace. Each got a commemorative 

mug and medal. 

 

29/4/1986 Child broke wrist in playground; taken to hospital. 

“dealt with moSt capably by mrS o’ brien”. 

13/5/1986 miSS vicky Squirrel (new deputy head at St. benedict’S) 

“expreSSed a conSiderable intereSt in the work oF St. 

tereSa’S and indicated She iS intereSted in building up 

Further linkS between the two SchoolS”. 

15/5/1986 Portable Belling cooker and trolley provided to 

school to get the new cooking area project 

underway. 

16/5/1986 the “road SaFety clownS” viSited in the aFternoon 

giving “an excellent, entertaining and highly 

inFormative Show”. 

2/6/1986 claSS 2 trip to windSor SaFari park; “reServationS 

over the distance to travel were unfounded as trip 

waS a SucceSS”. 
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7/6/1986 School fete went very well; over £900 raised. 

9/6/1986 cycling proFiciency teSt; 100% SucceSS “moSt unuSual, 

especially as the weather conditions were 

appalling”.  

13/6/1986 Area education officer visit; advised Governors to 

take care over pupil numbers. 

11/7/1986 Successful sports day. 

18/7/1986 Leavers mass (celebrated by Father Arthur Barrow 

from Clacton as Father Michael was on holiday). 

 Teaching staff as of September 1986; 

claSS 1 (“reception”); Mrs Watterson (23 children) 

Class 2; Mrs Marlene Kennedy (31) 

Class 3; Mrs Noreen Hawkins (33) 

Class 4; Miss Theresa Carland (34) 

Class 5; Mrs Edith McAdam (35) 

Class 6; Mrs Maria Kemp (32) 

claSS 7 (“top juniorS”); mr Michael Black (30) 

218 on roll. 

26/9/1986 Friends aSSociation auction raiSed over £250; “an 

excellent achievement aS the attendance waS low”. 

17/10/1986 Friends meeting to approve amendments to the 

constitution for presentation to the charity 

commissioners in order to obtain charitable status. 

23/10/1986 Class 7 educational visit to Colne valley railway 

and Hedingham castle. 

5/11/1986 NASUWT industrial action meant classes 4 and 6 were 

sent home for the afternoon. 

21/11/1986 Mercury theatre players staged a performance of 

“penny For the boy”; coSt £30 and waS put on aS a 

surprise for the children. 

15/12/1986 School choir participated in Colchester choral 

Society’S “cardS For all” at the moot hall 7.30pm; “a 

very successful venture that brought much praise 

For our children”. 
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18/12/1986 School choir and recorder group took part in Essex 

radio chriStmaS broadcaSt; “they were marvellouS 

and it waS an experience For uS all”. 

19/12/1986 School alarm triggered following a break in. 

Blue peter bring and buy sale appeal raised £100. 

 

1987 

 Teaching staff as of January 1987; 

claSS 1 (“reception”); mrS watterSon (28 children) 

Class 2; Mrs Marlene Kennedy (29) 

Class 3; Mrs Noreen Hawkins (34) 

Class 4; Miss Theresa Carland (34) 

Class 5; Mrs Edith McAdam (35) 

Class 6; Mrs Maria Kemp (35) 

claSS 7 (“top juniorS”); mr Michael Black (33) 

228 on roll. 

12/1/1987 very heavy Snow; “a very abnormal week due to the 

Severe weather conditionS”; 80% attendance; 

children sent home after 2pm. 

13/1/1987 Further heavy snow; attendance down to under 

50%; school remained open all day. 

23/1/1987 155 staff, parents and children attended Wimbledon 

Polka Children’S theatre to See a production oF the 

Snow Queen. 
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St. tereSa’S through the 

decades 

 

 

 

29/1/1987 Mrs Hawkins took a leading role in a pantomime in 

Brightlingsea. Staff attended en-masse as a surprise! 

16/2/1987 Library extension and demountable classroom 

proposed. 

4/3/1987 “wordS alive”; a perFormance oF poetry and proSe 

presented by a theatrical group to infants and 

juniorS; “quite SucceSSFul aS a one oFF”. 

21/3/1987 “zoo break” organiSed by the Friend’S aSSociation; 

three teams entered; sponsorship money going 

towards the library extenSionS; “received good 

publicity”. 

 

23/3/1987 claSS 6 and 7 viSit to bradwell power Station; “an 

excellent educational viSit”. 

6/4/1987 David Squires from the diocese visited to look at 

where the demountable classroom could be sited. 

10/4/1987 claSS 2 trip to london; “waS excellent, eSpecially 

seeing as a parent who is in the army arranged for 
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St. tereSa’S through the 

decades 

 

 

the children to see the changing of the guard 

inSide the gateS oF buckingham palace!”. 

 Teaching staff as of April 1987; 

claSS 1 (“reception”); mrS watterson (32 children) 

Class 2; Mrs Marlene Kennedy (34) 

Class 3; Mrs Noreen Hawkins (34) 

Class 4; Miss Theresa Carland (31) 

Class 5; Mrs Edith McAdam (38!) 

Class 6; Mrs Maria Kemp (36) 

claSS 7 (“top juniorS”); mr Michael Black (33) 

238 on roll. 

8/5/1987 junior open evening; “Some long waitS to See 

teacherS For Some parentS”; deciSion made to Split 

into two evenings in the future. 

11/5/1987 Head attended licencing court in order to obtain 

the school fete drinking licence. 

15/5/1987 Mr Mc Quade came in to speak to classes 6 and 7 

about the Falkland islands with a video too. 

 

16/5/1987 School fete raised £1200. 

18/5/1987 Mr Connolly (parent) arranged for classes 6 and 7 

to have the opportunity to talk to a wheelchair 

bound resident from the care home he worked in; 

“waS an excellent venture and achieved much”. 

22/5/1987 Mrs Wolton retired; received brandy and a 

decanter from parents and silver tray from the 

staff. 

26/6/1987 “p.c. dave (community policeman) Staged an 

interesting exercise with class 7 to test their powers 

of observation through getting a colleague of his 

to enter and take an item from the classroom!”. 
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St. tereSa’S through the 

decades 

 

 

3/7/1987 12 inFantS were invited to “breakFaSt with the 

elephantS”. 

 

6/7/1987 Friends sponsored wheelathon raised over £500.  

BBC Essex radio ran a live edition of their trivial 

purSuitS competition, parentS vS StaFF; “the parentS 

just managed a win but a re-match is under 

conSideration”. 

8/7/1987 claSS 7 viSit to mr bartleet’S Farm; “the children 

both enjoyed and learned a lot From it”. 

9/7/1987 Class 7 visit to the University of Essex to see a 

production of Bugsy Malone. 

10/7/1987 SportS day “very SucceSSFul”. 

13/7/1987 Class 1 visit to London Zoo. 

18/7/1987 dioceSan SportS day; “largely a waSh out with only 

a number of events that could be transferred 

indoors. Nonetheless, the children seemed to enjoy 

the morning and we achieved a certiFicate”. 

21-

22/7/1987 

junior concert (old time muSic hall); “Sold out. a 

good percentage of parents wore Victorian 

costume adding to the general atmosphere of the 

concert. one oF St. tereSa’S beSt”. Was videoed by Mr 

Bell. 

  

Teaching staff as of September 1987; 

claSS 1 (“reception”); mrS watterSon 

Class 2; (mid infants); Miss Theresa Carland 

Class 3; (Top infants) Mrs Noreen Hawkins 

Class 4; (1st year Juniors); Miss Mary McNeill 

Class 5; (2nd Year Juniors); Mrs Marlene Kennedy 

Class 6; (3rd year Juniors); Mrs Maria Kemp 

claSS 7 (“top juniorS”); mr michael black 

 



St. tereSa’S through the 

decades 

 

 

New pattern of working hours for teachers; extra 5 

days in school over and above days children 

attend, plus more fixed hours in school 8.45am-

4.30pm. “virtually all StaFF work longer than thiS 

in any reSpect”. 

25/9/1987 Friends animal auction held (more than £300 raised 

during “a very SucceSSFul evening). 

12/10/1987 First match of the football season against St. 

thomaS more’S (we won 5-0!) 

15/10/1987 Hurricane! (The great storm of 1987) 

 

 

Gale force winds caused enormous damage 

countrywide. School was damaged and could not 

operate “as normal” (30 children turned up for 

school but had to be turned away). Teaching staff 

attended in the majority; “their dedication waS 

moSt commendable and gratiFying”.  

23/10/1987 Call from Mr Butler (Area Office) regarding staffing; 

he confirmed the school would be permitted a 

supply teacher for the infants summer term along 

with a permanent 9th teacher. 
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St. tereSa’S through the 

decades 

 

 

2/11/1987 Netball team played Lexden Primary (We won 5-0!). 

16/11/1987 Leak from the school heating system caused 

disruption. School Hall floor had to be lifted in 

large sections. Parish bazaar had to be transferred 

to the church hall except for the refreshments. 

27/11/1987 Chess match against Holmwood House (We won 4-2). 

Mr Hardy took delivery of a high speed buffing 

machine to maintain the School FloorS; “obtained 

with a little pressure through letters and the 

governorS From the area SuperviSor oF caretakerS”. 

9/12/1987 Infant Concert (Snow White). 

17/12/1987 Christmas dinner day; Children had a choice of a 

disco or film for the afternoon. 

“a very buSy but SucceSSFul term”. 

 

1988 

  

Teaching staff as of January 1988; 

claSS 1 (“reception”); mrS watterSon (27 children) 

Class 2; (mid infants); Miss Theresa Carland (33) 

Class 3; (Top infants) Mrs Noreen Hawkins (35) 

Class 4; (1st year Juniors); Miss Mary McNeill (35) 

Class 5; (2nd Year Juniors); Mrs Marlene Kennedy (37) 

Class 6; (3rd year Juniors); Mrs Maria Kemp (36) 

claSS 7 (“top juniorS”); mr michael black (36) 

deputy head= mrS o’brien (Group work) 

239 on roll 

 

12-13/1/1988 County Auditors arrived without notice to see the 

school accounts and inventories (Head was called 

to area office on 5th Feb to be told the visit had been 

prompted by a third party). “a clear bill oF health 

was given”. 

27/1/1988 Class 2 and 7 trip to Sadlers Wells for a performance 

oF “let’S make an opera”. 

19/2/1988 teacherS travelled to london For “a moSt uSeFul 

meeting” with the poetry Society. 

29/2/1988 new demountable claSSroom in place “Following a 

number oF poStponementS”. 

28/3/1988-

9/4/1988 

School trip to the Isle of Wight (37 Children); A 

highly successful trip with a number of parents 

indicating how much their children enjoyed the 

viSit”. 

 

 



St. tereSa’S through the 

decades 

 

 

 Teaching staff as of April 1988; 

Class 1.1 (Rec New intake); Mrs Wright (17 children) 

Class 1.2 (“reception”); mrS watterSon (25) 

Class 2; (mid infants); Miss Theresa Carland (35) 

Class 3; (Top infants) Mrs Noreen Hawkins (37) 

Class 4; (1st year Juniors); Miss Mary McNeill (34) 

Class 5; (2nd Year Juniors); Mrs Marlene Kennedy (36) 

Class 6; (3rd year Juniors); Mrs Maria Kemp (34) 

claSS 7 (“top juniorS”); mr michael black (37) 

deputy head= mrS o’brien (group work)       255 on roll 

15/4/1988 Entered a team in the Catholic school mini-rugby 

tournament at hornchurch; “the team did very 

well finishing as runnerS up”. 

21/4/1988 Extraordinary Governors meeting to discuss the 

Friends association proposal to run a small, 

licenced Social club “FirSt mooted 2 yearS ago”. a 

majority of Governors were against the proposal 

and it was therefore not approved. 

29/4/1988 Builders completed the library extension (which 

now takes in the old oil tank area and some of the 

hall storage area). 

13/5/1988 Shortlisting for a new Caretaker; decision was still 

awaited as to whether the parish would decide to 

retain the caretakers bungalow. Foundation 

Governors and the Parish fund raising committee 

both were unanimous in their resolution to retain 

the property and invest in its renovation. 

19/5/1988 Final decision on the bungalow made; to be 

upgraded and then rented out so that the 

caretaker is no longer resident on site. 

24/5/1988 Interviews for the caretakers post; Mr Donald 

McKay was the successful candidate (coming from 

the army to start 1st July). 

12/6/1988 1st Holy communion 3pm 

18/6/1988 School Fete “went oFF very well”; almoSt £1000 raiSed. 

Governors refused the sale of alcohol at this 

function although a licence had been obtained. 

15/7/1988 Friends suspended all activities pending direction 

from the Governors regarding their operating 

remit. 

18/7/1988 Sports day held; “ran very SucceSSFully”. 

25/7/1988 Non-pupil day; staff attended a demonstration of 

new percussion instruments and electronic 

keyboard (purchased through curriculum 

development funds). 



St. tereSa’S through the 

decades 

 

 

 Teaching staff as of September 1988; 

claSS 1 (“reception”); mrs Watterson (13) 

Class 2c); Miss Theresa Carland (19) 

Class 2s; (mid infants); Mrs Shepherd (22) 

Class 3; (Top infants); Mrs Maria Kemp (35) 

Class 4; (1st year Juniors); Mrs Marlene Kennedy (35) 

Class 5; (2nd Year Juniors); Mrs Mulroney (35) 

Class 6; (3rd year Juniors); Miss Mary McNeill (34) 

claSS 7 (“top juniorS”); Mrs Noreen Hawkins (36) 

229 on roll 

 

Mr Beck achieved promotion to a school in 

Croydon.  

 

“i will alwayS be grateFul For the preSentationS 

made to me which have reflected the good feeling 

within the school, which has an excellent staff 

and parent body. i wiSh St. tereSa’S all the beSt For 

the Future”.  

 

Mrs Valerie Hurdidge (Deputy Head at St. Francis 

school, Braintree) to take over. 

 


